
 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Mass During the Day 
Friday, December 25, 2020 

 
First Reading 
Isaiah 52:7-10 

God's salvation is announced to the world. 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 98:1-6 
A prayer of praise for God's salvation. 

Second Reading 
Hebrews 1:1-6 

God now speaks to us through his Son. 
Gospel Reading  

John 1:1-18 (or shorter form, John 1:1-5, 9-14) 
John announces that in Jesus, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
There are four Masses that are celebrated for the Feast of Christmas and each is given its own 
set of readings to help us contemplate Christ’s birth. The Gospel for the Vigil Mass on Christmas 
Eve is taken from the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew.  
 
The Mass at midnight proclaims the birth of Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. The Mass at 
dawn on Christmas morning continues the story of the birth of Jesus as found in Luke’s 
Gospel, ending with the shepherds’ visit to the infant Jesus.  
In each of these Gospel readings, we hear portions of the infancy narratives with which we are familiar. 
 
The Gospel for the Christmas Mass during the day is taken from the beginning of John’s Gospel, 
but this part of John’s Gospel is not an infancy narrative like those found in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke. Instead, John’s Gospel starts at the very beginning and presents the Creation story as the 
framework for announcing the Incarnation. John’s opening words echo the first verse in the Book of 
Genesis. This framework invites us to view Jesus’ birth from God’s perspective. Each of the 
Gospels makes clear that Jesus’ birth was the result of God’s initiative. John’s Gospel, however, 
emphasizes that Jesus’ birth was the divine intention from the moment of Creation. 
 
As we observe in today’s reading, the Gospel of John includes highly philosophical and theological 
language. One example that particularly stands out in this Gospel is John’s repeated references to 
“the Word” in the opening verse. This expression (logos in the Greek) borrows from a concept found 
in both Jewish and Greek thought. Jews used this phrase to describe God’s action in the Creation 
story, for example, and in the Wisdom literature. In Greek thought, the logos was understood as an 
intermediary between God and humanity. John and others in the early Church adopted this language 
to describe God’s incarnation in Jesus. As the term was used to express the Trinitarian faith of 
Christians, the Word came to be equated with the Second Person of the Trinity. 
 
In this prologue to the Gospel of John, we also hear the main themes that will be developed in his 
Gospel. These are often presented as dualities: light and dark, truth and falsehood, life and death, 
and belief and unbelief. We also hear in this prologue a unique aspect of John’s Gospel, the theme 
of testimony. John the Baptist was sent by God to testify to Jesus, the light. Others in this Gospel 
will also offer testimony about Jesus.  
The reader is invited to accept this testimony, which bears witnesses to Jesus, the Son of God. But 
even more directly, Jesus’ action and words will testify to Jesus’ identity as God’s Incarnate Word. 
 
Thinking about Jesus’ birth in these theological and cosmological terms is particularly appropriate as 
we celebrate the Feast of Christmas in the darkness of winter. At this time, nature itself seems to 
remind us of the darkness of sin. Into this darkness, in the midst of our sinfulness, God comes to dwell 
among us. John’s Gospel reminds us that through the Incarnation, God saves us from the darkness 
of sin and makes us his children. 
 



The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Mass During the Day 
Family Connection 

 
Gospel Reading 

John 1:1-18 (or shorter form, John 1:1-5, 9-14) 
John announces that in Jesus, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

  
At Christmas we celebrate the great mystery that God 
became flesh and dwelt among us. We call this mystery 
the Incarnation (the word means “to take on flesh”), and it 
changes everything.  
 
Today's Gospel reminds us that we can also look upon the 
Nativity from God's perspective to better appreciate the 
significance of the Incarnation. The mystery we proclaim at 
Christmas is that God, the very God who created all things from 
nothing and who is light itself, took on our humanity in order to 
transform us.  
 
Through his birth among us, we have seen the face of God and have become nothing 
less than God's own children. At this awesome mystery, we adore. 
 
Gather as a family around your Nativity set. Keep this image before you and talk about how 
familiar we are with this scene. 
 
Invite members of the family to recall the details of Jesus' birth that we hear in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Observe that the Gospel of John invites us to consider 
Jesus' birth from a different perspective.  
 
Read together today's Gospel, John 1:1-14. 
 
John's Gospel reminds us that the image we see in our Nativity set is a most remarkable 
sight: God made himself at home with us by taking on flesh and becoming a human 
person.  We call this mystery the Incarnation. What are some of the things that John's 
Gospel says happened for us because Jesus came to dwell among us? (Light overcame 
darkness; we see God's glory in Jesus; we became children of God.)  
 
Together thank God for this mystery of the Incarnation and the salvation that we 
received because Jesus was born among us.  
 
Sing together a Christmas hymn, such as “O Come, All Ye Faithful” or “Silent Night.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) - Mass During the Day 
Readings  

 
Reading 1  -  Is 52:7-10 
How beautiful upon the mountains, are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, 
announcing peace, bearing good news, announcing salvation, and saying to Zion, 
“Your God is King!” 
Hark!  Your sentinels raise a cry, together they shout for joy, 
for they see directly, before their eyes, the LORD restoring Zion. 
Break out together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem! 
For the LORD comforts his people, he redeems Jerusalem. 
The LORD has bared his holy arm in the sight of all the nations; 
all the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of our God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm -  Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6. 
 R. (3c) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 
 
Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds; 
his right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm. 
 
R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 
 
The LORD has made his salvation known:  
in the sight of the nations, he has revealed his justice. 
He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness toward the house of Israel. 
 
R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 
 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God. 
Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; break into song; sing praise. 
 
R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 
 
Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and melodious song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn    sing joyfully before the King, the LORD. 
 
R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 
 
 

Reading 2   Heb 1:1-6 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; 
in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son, whom he made heir of all things 
and through whom he created the universe, who is the refulgence of his glory, 
the very imprint of his being, and who sustains all things by his mighty word. 
When he had accomplished purification from sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, as far superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent 
than theirs.  
For to which of the angels did God ever say: 
You are my son; this day I have begotten you? 
Or again: 
I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me? 
And again, when he leads the firstborn into the world, he says: 
Let all the angels of God worship him. 
 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/is/52?7#29052007
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/98?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/1?1


 
Alleluia 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord. 
For today a great light has come upon the earth. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
Gospel 
Jn 1:1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. 
What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; 
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
A man named John was sent from God. 
He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 
He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the wor ld. 
He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world did not know him. 
He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept him. 
But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, 
to those who believe in his name, who were born not by natural generation 
nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, 
and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 
full of grace and truth. 
John testified to him and cried out, saying, 
“This was he of whom I said, ‘The one who is coming after me ranks ahead of me 
because he existed before me.’” 
From his fullness we have all received, grace in place of grace, because while the law was 
given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, 
has revealed him. 
Or 

Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. 
What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; 
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world did not know him. 
He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept him. 
But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, 
to those who believe in his name, who were born not by natural generation 
nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, 
and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. 
 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1?1

