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SUNDAY MASS
PROCESSION ANTIPHON:
Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord, the King 
of Israel: Hosanna in the highest.
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11
PSALMS: 24 and 47.
FIRST READING (MASS): Isaiah 50:4-7.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 22.
RESPONSE:
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
1. All who see me deride me;
 they curl their lips, they toss their heads:
 ‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;
 let him release him, for in him he delights’. ℟
2. For dogs have surrounded me;
 a band of the wicked besets me.
 They tear holes in my hands and my feet;
 I can count every one of my bones. ℟
3.They divide my clothing among them,
 they cast lots for my robe.
 But you, O Lord, do not stay afar off;
 my strength, make haste to help me! ℟
4. I will tell of your name to my kin,
 and praise you in the midst of the assembly;
 ‘You who fear the Lord, give him praise;
 all descendants of Jacob, give him glory;
 revere him, all you descendants of Israel’. ℟
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:6-11.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Glory and praise to you, O Christ. Christ became 
obedient for us unto death, even death on a 
cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him; 
and bestowed on him the name which is above 
every name. Glory and praise to you, O Christ.
GOSPEL: Matthew 26:14-27:66.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my 
drinking it, your will be done.

Death Freely Accepted

Icon of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem

In the full knowledge of inevitable persecution, 
torture and death, “Jesus set his face resolutely 
towards Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51).
To anticipate suffering and death is something 

we all know, although most 
of the time we’re pretty 
good at sinking back into 
denial. If there’s one thing 
Palm Sunday can teach us, 
in contemplating Jesus, it is 
that the only mature way to 
face death is to embrace it 
within God’s embrace of us. 
Jesus never surrendered his 
deepest truth that he was 
the “beloved Son” of God, 
and so, having f irst admitted 
to the understandable and 
very human wish that “this 
cup should pass him by”, 
he let go and surrendered 
himself completely to God 
with the words, “not my will, 
but yours be done”. 

The popular and inspiring 
writer, Daniel O’Leary, wrote 
his last book during the six months he had 
between the diagnosis of cancer and his death. 
He entitled it, “Dancing to my Death with the 
Love Called Cancer”. The following was written 
towards the end of that dance:

“As the truth of my departure from this life 
becomes more obvious, and as I f inally begin to 
accept that profound reality, unsuspected and 
timely patterns of awareness deepen. I thank 
you, dear tumour, for each new day as pure gift 
from God, a bonus of newness. Without your 
arrival, dear tumour, I would never have been 
able to truly see, to become untwisted enough 
in my soul to recognise the divine beauty of my 
deepest being. Because of you I can try to live 
my life as abundantly as possible to the last beat 

of my pulse. Not everyone gets that blessed 
opportunity.”

These are courageous words. Mostly we 
see death as the number one enemy. Yet in a 

paradoxical sort of way, to 
embrace the certainty of 
one’s death is to choose 
to live one’s li fe to the 
full . It is to see life and 
everything it brings – even 
the unpleasant things – in 
the Light of God’s plan for 
creation… and for us. Daniel 
O’Leary keeps thanking his 
“dear tumour” for helping 
him to face and let go of 
what he calls his “false self” 
and to live every last day of 
his life as his “true self”.

Toda y  J e su s  e n te r s 
Jerusalem, true to himself. 
Three years previously, 
alone for forty days in the 
desert he had rejected all 
temptation to settle for 
a false self that does not 

place God at the centre of life, that is not rooted 
in the absolute certainly of God’s unconditional 
love. Jesus embraces his death for one reason 
only: LOVE. Think of what is probably the most 
famous verse in the Gospels, but think of it from 
Jesus’ perspective, how he understood it, how 
he might have uttered it and fulf illed it: “For God 
so loved the world that he gave [me, his Son], so 
that whoever believes in [me] might not be lost 
but be saved (John 3:16).

God is love. God is eternal. So, love is eternal. 
Love never dies. As we draw inspiration from the 
knowledge that Jesus “entered willingly into his 
passion”, may we have the courage to reflect on 
our own inevitable death and, in doing so, choose 
to live our lives more abundantly.

                 

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)

Mon 6 Apr HOLY WEEK
Isaiah 42:1-7; Psalm 27; John 12:1-11
So many sins and wrong doing are driven by fear. 
Fear of failing, of being criticised, of making a mistake. 
Jesus directs us to trust and confidence in God and 
to do the right thing in spite of our fears.

Sun 12 Apr RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
Acts 10:34.37-43; Psalm 118; John 20:1-9
Even today, we as Christians still feel the shocking 
wonder that on this day Jesus defeated death – his 
and ours! Jesus reveals to us that death does not 
end life but is a part of it. Alleluia!

Sat 11 Apr  HOLY SATURDAY
Genesis 22:1-18; Psalm 16; Matthew 28:1-10
Today is a day of waiting. We wait in darkness for the 
removal of the stone that blocks out the light of our life. 
But we do not wait in vain, for in our waiting we sense 
that we are on the brink of something unimaginable.

Fri 10 Apr  GOOD FRIDAY
Isaiah 52:13–53:12; Psalm 31; John 18:1–19:42
Jesus invites us today to embrace our weaknesses 
and tests of faith just as he did – with the knowledge 
that God never leaves us alone as we face life's tough-
est choices and challenges.

Thu 9 Apr HOLY THURSDAY  
Exodus 12:1-8.11-14; Psalm 116; John 13:1-15
If you knew your last moments on earth were im-
minent, what might you offer as a final farewell? As 
a sign of his love, Jesus offers us food that is a lasting 
remembrance of his unconditional love for us.

Wed 8 Apr HOLY WEEK
Isaiah 50:4-9; Psalm 69; Matthew 26:14-25
What kind of a recipient am I? How do I use the 
gifts that God had given me? Do I hide them away 
and never use them? God's gifts are not for our own 
indulgence, but for the building up of the community.

Tue 7 Apr HOLY WEEK
Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 71; John 13:21-33.36-38
Our faith is based firmly in the God who transformed 
the apparent failure of Jesus on the cross to the glory 
of Easter morning. God does that with our ‘failures' 
too – transforming us – but only if we allow it.


