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“Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.” 

Mat 4:4 
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Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

For those using this programme for the first time, we hope this overview will be useful.  For 

those, who have used the programme before, we hope that this will help as a refresher. 

The aim of Catechesis is to lead children into an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is 

essential that Catechists understand that this is our objective. When we pair this with the 

meaning of the word Catechesis, the vision behind this programme will become apparent.   

Catechesis means “echoing the Word”. If our aim is to lead children into relationship with Jesus 

and Jesus is the Word made flesh, then Gospel Based Catechesis starts to make sense.    

Any Catechetical programme is as good as the Catechist makes it.  This programme has been 

designed to follow the liturgical cycle and the sessions have been taken mainly from the Loyola 

Press Sunday Connections with doctrinal content from the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  

Additional content sources are acknowledged as applicable. 

The Sunday Connection is an American based programme and the Catechist will need to adapt 

lessons as applicable to suit our country and herirage. 

The material includes all three Sunday readings but the sessions are centred on the Gospel 

reading.  The Catechist needs to read all three and reflect on the key message as highlighted in 

the session and the background to the Gospel.  

The Catechist needs to refer constantly to the Liturgical Calendar in order to highlight Feast Days 

and special celebrations (e.g. Patronal Feast Days) that may not be included in the material. 

There has been a paradigm shift in Catechetics from the classroom model towards focussing on 

relationship with Christ and this programme - if used in the way it is intended - facilitates this and 

is flexible enough to incorporate related Parish activities. 

In fact, this shift is not new – it has been in effect since Vatican II and the Church has recognised 

the need for a programme that will achieve this.   The Catechetical Commission of the 

Archdiocese of Durban in recognition of this through various training workshops have inspired us 

to search for a programme that will embrace the objective of Catechesis.  We have used the 

programme in our Parish for a number of years now and we can see the difference in the 

children and Catechists voyaging on this journey of faith.  The material from the Loyola Press 

website is invaluable in this regard.  We hope that this programme will bring about a renewal in 

Catechetics and that God, through the Holy Spirit will keep us faithful and committed to this 

calling. 

Some key elements of the changes are highlighted below: 

 Children are placed in age appropriate Phases as opposed to Grades (Classes) 
 

 The Phases are made up as follows: 

 Phase 1 – Grades R, 1 and 2 

 Phase 2 – Grades 3 & 4 – (First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion) 

 Phase 3 – Grades 5,6 & 7 

 Phase 4 – Grades 8 & 9 
 

 The First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion classes begin the year combined and 
then split up after Easter in order to focus on specific Sacramental preparation.  The 
Phase 1 group continues with the Gospel based programme. 

 

 Pre-confirmation and Confirmation Classes run separately and do not form part of this 
programme 
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 During Holy Week, we do not have sessions but send faithwork (not homework) home 
with the children.  This is centred on the family as far as possible. 

 

 The programme is not to be used in isolation – Catechists are required to ensure that the 
sessions are expanded in order that the children entrusted to them reach the basic levels 
of understanding of our Faith at the relevant age group.  Age appropriate activities are to 
be added to enhance the sessions – e.g. skits / songs / debates / dramatization / crafts 
etc.  We have provided links to various websites to assist in sourcing this material.  It is 
very important that Catechists use material in keeping with the doctrines and dogma of 
the Church and the use of additional resources must be in keeping with this. 

 
The following websites are useful: 
 

sadlierreligion.com 
http://www.sadlierreligion.com/webelieve/weeksliturgy.cfm?section=resource&id=248 

loyolapress.com 
http://www.loyolapress.com/sunday-connection.htm 

 
sermons4kids.com 
http://www.sermons4kids.com/not_fair.htm 

catholicmom.com 
http://catholicmom.com/category/sundays-gospel/ 

 
Every Parish is different and commences Catechism sessions at different times at the beginning 
of the year.  In order to try and ensure that we accommodate as many as possible, we have 
provided material from 4

th
 Sunday of Ordinary Time up until the end of the liturgical year, The 

Feast of Christ the King.  We encourage Catechists to prepare family Advent reflections or 
activities for the children to take home. 
 
Although we have started with the 4

th
 Sunday of Ordinary Time, it is important that the first 

session or the first two as may be required, of any year is used for the Catechist and children to 
get to know each other and to set the framework for the year ahead, starting with an explanation 
of the Liturgical Seasons or at least a recap depending on whether this is the first year you are 
using the programme or not. We have included additional resources to assist in this regard. 
 
The environment is very important and must be seen as completely different to a classroom 
situation, with key focus on a prayer table, draped with the colour of the season, candles and the 
Word of God.  Appropriate pictures and other décor to compliment the session should be used.  
All of this and much more is covered in the training sessions, which must be attended for this 
programme to be effective.  The training is for experienced and beginner Catechist alike. 
 
It is incredibly difficult to try and summarise the concepts of the programme but we hope that this 
overview will provide some insight.   
 
We continue to pray for all who have answered the call to lead children into an intimate 
relationship with Jesus Christ in the immensely rewarding and challenging ministry of Catechesis 
and ask for your prayers. 
 

Yours in Christ 

Rita Willard (082 7130090) 

Jacqui Grant (082 5672560) 

Parish of Bellair-Queensburgh 

 

  

http://www.sadlierreligion.com/webelieve/weeksliturgy.cfm?section=resource&id=248
http://www.loyolapress.com/sunday-connection.htm
http://www.sermons4kids.com/not_fair.htm
http://catholicmom.com/category/sundays-gospel/


Page | 4  

 

Catechist’s Prayer 
 

Gracious and all-loving Father, out of love for 
all people you spoke your Word who became 

flesh for our salvation.  
May your Word transform 

me so that the message of your Son, our 
Lord, may be echoed through my teaching. 

Allow me to guide the hearts of those whom I 
teach in such a way that they will enter more 
deeply into your way of truth and salvation. 

Grant me the insight needed to lead them to 
know, love, and serve you.  

With the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, may they become hearers 

and followers of your Word, so that they might 
help transform the world to follow the way of 
life to which your Son has called us all, for he 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 
 

Copyright © 2009, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

Permission is hereby granted to duplicate this work 
without adaptation for non-commercial use. 
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The Liturgical Year 

The following idea is from the Sadlier We believe programme (Chapter 6). 

Our ancestors in faith carried journey staffs.  They used the staffs to probe unknown ground or 

support themselves as they walked.  Celebrating the liturgical seasons each year is like making a 

journey of faith in and out of love for Jesus. 

This is a beautiful and meaningful way to introduce the liturgical season and can be used to 

enhance your environment. Use a stick or an old mop or broom handle.  Colour each season’s 

card according to the liturgical season represented.  Cut out the cards and write a prayer for the 

season on the back of each card.  At the beginning of each season, tie the card to the staff.  Pray 

the prayer often during the season. 
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Jeremiah 1:4-5,17-19 
The Lord assures Jeremiah that he will deliver him from all who fight against him. 
  
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 71:1-2,3-4,5-6,15,17 
 A song in praise of God's salvation 
  
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13 (shorter form, 1 Corinthians 13:4-13) 
Paul describes love as the greatest of virtues. 
  
Gospel Reading 
Luke 4:21-30 
Jesus is rejected in his hometown of Nazareth. 
  
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
This Sunday we read from the Gospel of Luke, continuing immediately from last week's Gospel. 
Recall that in last Sunday's Gospel, Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah and announced that this 
Scripture was now fulfilled. In today's Gospel, we learn that the people of Nazareth are 
impressed by Jesus' words, and yet they seem surprised. They still think of Jesus as merely 
Joseph's son. They do not expect such words from someone they believe that they know.  
 
This Gospel is about who Jesus is and who people believe him to be. The story of Jesus' 
preaching and rejection at Nazareth is found in each of the Synoptic Gospels. In Luke's Gospel, 
this incident is told in a way that foretells Jesus' passion and death and helps explain the 
inclusion of the Gentiles in the promise of salvation. In Luke's Gospel this incident appears at the 
beginning of Jesus' ministry; in Matthew and Mark, this event is placed considerably later, after 
Jesus has preached and taught elsewhere. Only Luke identifies the content of Jesus' teaching in 
any detail, telling us that Jesus read from the book of the prophet Isaiah in the synagogue. In 
Mark and Matthew's Gospels, Jesus teaches in the synagogue in Nazareth, and the townspeople 
take offense because Jesus is only the son of a carpenter. They reject his authority to teach 
them. In Matthew and Mark, it is only after Jesus is rejected that he observes times when Israel 
has rejected prophets.  
 
In Luke's Gospel, the people are surprised but not immediately offended by Jesus' words in the 
synagogue. It is the words that follow his reading from the prophet Isaiah that seem to offend 
them. Jesus challenges and provokes the people of Nazareth by referring to examples in which 
Israel rejected the prophets. He also challenges them to respond to his message, the message 
of a prophet, in a way that is different from their ancestors. This call for a new response leads to 
his rejection.  
 
It is helpful to consider the historical context of Luke's Gospel. Luke has witnessed the 
acceptance of the gospel message among many Gentiles. He endeavors to explain why the 
Good News of Jesus has not been as well-received by his Jewish contemporaries. Luke's report 
interprets the cause of Jesus' rejection at Nazareth in the context of this later Christian history. 
Just as the people at Nazareth did not welcome the Good News that Jesus announced, so too 
many among the people of Israel will not accept the preaching of the gospel. 
  
After Jesus' words of challenge, Luke reports that there was a movement to kill Jesus by 
throwing him over a cliff. This differs from the reports found in Mark and Matthew's Gospels, 
where Jesus is said to be unable to perform miracles in Nazareth because of the people's lack of 
faith. Luke says that Jesus walks away from the crowd that intended to kill him; it is not yet his 
time. The animosity of the people of Nazareth prefigures and prepares the reader of Luke's 
Gospel for the cross. Luke wants all to understand that it is through his death on the cross that 
Jesus offers God's salvation to all. 
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Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 713: The Messiah's characteristics are revealed above all in the "Servant 
songs."* These songs proclaim the meaning of Jesus' Passion and show 
how he will pour out the Holy Spirit to give life to the many: not as an 
outsider, but by embracing our "form as slave." Taking our death upon 
himself, he can communicate to us his own Spirit of life. 

 
* Refer Isaiah 42:1:  
Here is my servant, whom I uphold,   my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him;   he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 4:21-30 
Jesus is rejected in his hometown of Nazareth. 
  
Older children are just beginning to discriminate between the messages that they hear from 
others. We can teach them to rely upon the message of Jesus and to live their lives by his Word. 
  
Materials Needed 
 

 None 
  
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
  

1. Observe that the same statement can sound different to us depending on who is 
speaking. Say: Sometimes we are more likely to listen to an outside expert than we 
are to a person who knows us well. For example, we might be more likely to follow 
our coach's suggestion about soccer than a suggestion from our parents. Why? 
(We might think that our coach knows more about soccer.) Can you think of any other 
examples? (Allow volunteers to share examples.) 

2. Introduce today's Gospel: Jesus said some challenging words to the people in his 
hometown of Nazareth. Let's see how they received his words. 

3. Read aloud today's Gospel, Luke 4:21-30. 
4. Ask: What was the first response of the people of Nazareth to Jesus' words? (Their 

first response was favorable. They spoke highly of Jesus, and they were amazed. They 
also discussed Jesus' identity.) What do they want to do to Jesus at the end of the 
Gospel? (drive him out of town; kill him) What happened in between? (Jesus 
challenged them to respond to him differently than their ancestors responded to the 
prophets) 

5. Observe that the people who knew Jesus best did not accept his words to them; they 
were not persuaded by him. Ask: Why not? (He challenged them to act in a different 
way.) Say: Jesus spoke challenging words to the people of Nazareth. He wanted 
them to respond to him differently from the ways others had responded to the 
prophets. But they wouldn't let his words lead them to change, or even to see a 
different perspective. 

6. Say: Sometimes we can be like the people of Nazareth; we don't want to trust 
Jesus' message because we find his words challenging. We don't want to do what 
he says. But we can trust his words to us and can rely on his guidance in our lives.  

7. Encourage the children to pray for guidance when deciding how to act. Conclude in 
prayer together by praying the Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth.  
 
Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit  
you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 
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In the same Spirit  
help us to relish what is right  
and always rejoice in your consolation. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 

It is important that the Catechist include information or discussion on Ash Wednesday in 
this session. 

 
First Reading 
Isaiah 6:1-2a,3-8 
Isaiah describes his vision and call from the Lord. 
  
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 138:1-5,7-8 
A song of thanks to God who saves us 
  
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (shorter form, 1 Corinthians 15:3-8,11) 
Paul reminds the Corinthians of the gospel that he announced to them. 
  
Gospel Reading 
Luke 5:1-11 
The fishermen (Simon, James, and John) leave their fishing boats and follow Jesus. 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
Last Sunday, we heard how Jesus was rejected in his hometown of Nazareth. In the verses that 
follow, Jesus travels to the town of Capernaum and begins his ministry of teaching and healing. 
While in Capernaum, Jesus cures a man possessed with a demon and heals Simon's mother-in-
law. After spending some time there, Jesus prepares to preach in other places. The fact that 
Jesus had previously been in Simon's home and healed his mother-in-law suggests that this 
encounter is not the first between Jesus and Simon Peter. We can read today's Gospel, 
therefore, as a description of the developing relationship between Jesus and Simon Peter.  
 
In today's Gospel, Jesus teaches from Simon's boat. Jesus turns to Simon and instructs him 
about where to lower the fishing nets. Simon and others have been fishing throughout the night 
and have not caught anything. Simon protests, claiming that such an effort would be futile. Simon 
ultimately obeys Jesus and lowers his nets into the deeper water as directed. Notice here that 
Peter calls Jesus by the title “master.” He already recognizes Jesus as a person of authority. 
They catch so many fish that the nets begin to tear; Jesus' presence has created abundance out 
of scarcity, just as it did at the wedding feast at Cana, which we heard at Mass just a few weeks 
ago. 
 
Simon Peter becomes a follower of Jesus immediately. He calls Jesus “Lord”—the title given to 
Jesus after his Resurrection—and protests his worthiness to be in Jesus' presence. Today's 
Gospel, therefore, marks a turning point in the relationship between Jesus and Peter. 
 
Two of Simon's partners are also named as witnesses to the event described in today's Gospel: 
Zebedee's sons, James and John. Yet Jesus' words are addressed only to Simon. Jesus gives 
Simon a new job, telling him that he will become a different kind of fisherman. No longer will he 
catch fish; instead he will catch people. In these words, we hear the beginning of the leadership 
role that Peter will have within the community of disciples. Peter was chosen for this role. His 
task will be to bring others to Jesus. Already he is doing so; the Gospel tells us that all the 
fishermen with Peter also left their nets and followed Jesus.  
 
We continue to speak of Peter's leadership and influence in the Church today when we call the 
pope the “successor of Peter.” We participate in the mission of the Church when we bring people 
to Christ through the example and positive influence of our lives.  
 
At Baptism, even as infants, we were given a share in the mission of the Church: to lead others 
to Jesus. We can invite young children to begin to reflect on this mission and to participate in 
appropriate ways. 
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Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 857:  The Church is apostolic because she is founded on the apostles, in three 

ways:  
 she was and remains built on "the foundation of the Apostles," the 

witnesses chosen and sent on mission by Christ himself;  
 with the help of the Spirit dwelling in her, the Church keeps and 

hands on the teaching, the "good deposit," the salutary words she 
has heard from the apostles;  

 
 she continues to be taught, sanctified, and guided by the apostles 

until Christ's return, through their successors in pastoral office: the 
college of bishops, "assisted by priests, in union with the successor 
of Peter, the Church's supreme pastor":  

 
You are the eternal Shepherd 
who never leaves his flock untended. 
Through the apostles 
you watch over us and protect us always. 
You made them shepherds of the flock 
to share in the work of your Son. . . . 
 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 5:1-11 
The fishermen (Simon, James, and John) leave their fishing boats and follow Jesus 
 
Materials Needed 
  

 None 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
 

1. Invite the children to think about people they like to be with. Ask: What are some of the 
qualities of these people? Write this list on the board. (kind, generous, interesting, and 
so on)  

2. Ask: How do people who have these qualities influence us? Is it a positive 
influence?  

3. Say: In today's Gospel, we hear Jesus call Simon Peter to be a leader among the 
disciples. He gives him a special job. Let's listen carefully to this Gospel.  

4. Choose or ask for volunteers to act out the Gospel reading – you will need a Narrator, 
Jesus and Simon Peter.  

5. Ask: What evidence is there that Simon Peter was a leader even before Jesus 
chose him to be a leader among the disciples? (Jesus chose his boat to teach from, 
he spoke for all the fishermen, and the other fisherman responded to his directions.) To 
whom was Jesus speaking when he spoke about “catching men?” (Simon Peter) Is 
Simon Peter the only one who followed Jesus? (No. Simon Peter's partners, James 
and John, and all the fishermen put aside their nets and followed Jesus.) What does 
Jesus say will be Simon Peter's new job? (Jesus told him that he would now catch 
people.) Already we see Simon Peter doing this: Jesus called Simon Peter, and all 
the fishermen chose to become Jesus' followers as well. 

6. Say: Simon Peter was a leader, a person of influence among his friends. Jesus 
chose him to be a leader among the disciples. We know that he continued to be a 
leader in the early Christian community. His influence led many people to become 
followers of Jesus.  

7. Ask: In what ways can we have a positive influence on others? (through kindness, by 
setting an example, by showing care, etc.) Our job as disciples of Jesus is to 
influence others in positive ways and to lead them to Jesus.  

8. Conclude in prayer together that we will be an example to others and will lead them to 
choose to be disciples of Jesus. Pray together the Prayer for Christlikeness. 
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Prayer for Christlikeness  
 
John Henry Cardinal Newman 

 
Dear Jesus, help me to spread your fragrance everywhere I go; 
Flood my soul with your spirit and life; 
Penetrate and possess my whole being so completely 
That all my life may be only a radiance of yours; 
Shine through me and be so in me 
That everyone with whom I come into contact 
May feel your presence within me. 
Let them look up and see no longer me but only Jesus. 
Amen. 
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First Sunday of Lent, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Deuteronomy 26:4-10 
Moses describes the offering of praise for God's deliverance of Israel. 
  
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 91:1-2,10-11,12-13,14-15 
A prayer for God's protection 
  
Second Reading 
Romans 10:8-13 
Paul teaches that we are saved by faith. 
  
Gospel Reading 
Luke 4:1-13 
 In the desert, Jesus is tempted by the devil. 
  
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
In each of the three Synoptic Gospels, after his baptism, Jesus is reported to have spent forty 
days in the desert, fasting and praying. In Luke and in Matthew, the devil presents three 
temptations to Jesus. The devil tempts Jesus to use his power to appease his hunger, he offers 
Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus will worship him, and he tempts Jesus to put God's 
promise of protection to the test. In each case, Jesus resists, citing words from Scripture to 
rebuke the devil's temptation. 
  
Each temptation that Jesus faces offers insight into the spirituality we hope to develop as we 
keep the forty days of the Season of Lent. We can trust God to provide for our material needs. 
We worship God because God alone has dominion over us and our world. We can trust God to 
be faithful to his promises. Jesus' rejection of the devil's temptations shows that he will not put 
God to the test. Grounding himself on the Word and authority of Scripture, Jesus rebukes the 
devil by his confidence in God's protection and faithfulness.  
 
This Gospel highlights for us one of the central themes of the Season of Lent. We are dependent 
upon God for all that we have and all that we are. Anything that leads us to reject this 
dependency or to distrust its sufficiency, is a temptation from the devil.  
 
Luke ends his report of Jesus' temptation in the desert by noting that the devil departs for a time. 
The implication is that the devil will return. Jesus knows that he will be tempted again in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. The depth of Jesus' trust in God is shown most fully when Jesus rejects 
the temptation to turn away from the task God has given to him. Jesus' final rebuke of the devil is 
his sacrifice on the Cross. 
  
Jesus' responses to the temptations of the devil teach us how we can respond to temptation. As 
we start our journey through Lent, this Sunday's Gospel calls us to adopt the same confidence 
that Jesus had in the face of temptation: God's word alone will suffice, God's promise of 
protection can be trusted, and God alone is God. 
 
Doctrinal Content 
 
CCC 566:  The temptation in the desert shows Jesus, the humble Messiah, who 

triumphs over Satan by his total adherence to the plan of salvation willed 
by the Father. 

  
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 4:1-13 
In the desert, Jesus is tempted by the devil. 
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Older children are learning to distinguish between the things they need and the things they want. 
We can help them to resist negative temptations by teaching them to distinguish between needs 
and wants. 
  
Materials Needed 
 

 Poster with two columns: title one column “Things We Need” and the second column 
“Things We Want” 

 Magazines or catalogues 

 Scissors 

 Glue 

 Markers 
  
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
  

1. Say: It is easy for us to confuse our needs and our wants. Many of the things we 
need are provided to us so readily that we seldom think about these things; we 
take them for granted. We sometimes wish for more than we need and are easily 
tempted to confuse things we want for things we need.  

2. Prepare a poster with two columns. Title one column “Things We Need” and the second 
column “Things We Want.” Tell the children to identify two or three things that they would 
place in each column. Distribute magazines and catalogues, scissors, and glue. Suggest 
that the children might find an image to represent each of these things in the magazines 
or catalogues. Tell them to cut out and place these images in the appropriate column of 
the poster. If necessary, allow them to write a single word describing what each cutout 
picture represents. Display the finished poster. 

3. Introduce today's Gospel. Say: On the first Sunday of Lent, we hear about how Jesus 
was tempted by the devil in the desert. One way to think about the temptations 
described in this Gospel is to describe them as temptations to want more than we 
need. Let's listen carefully to this reading and think about how the devil tempted 
Jesus and how Jesus responded. 

4. Ask a volunteer to read aloud this Gospel, Luke 4:1-13. 
5. Ask: What were the three things that the devil tempted Jesus to do? What did the 

devil say that Jesus would show or receive if he gave in to each temptation? (turn 
stone to bread to prove he was the Son of God; worship the devil and so receive power 
and glory; jump off a high place to test God) Did Jesus need to show or receive any of 
the things the devil proposed? (no) 

6. Say: Jesus didn't need to prove that he was the Son of God, he didn't need power 
and glory, and he didn't need to test God. Jesus knew that God would give him all 
he really needed. Jesus wants us to know this, too. During Lent we can practice 
resisting the temptation to think that we need more than we have been given. Our 
Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving help us to correct our 
perceptions about the things we “need” and the things we “want.” They remind us 
of our dependence on God and they help us to remember that God gives us 
everything we need. 

7. Say: When Jesus rebuked the devil he quoted Scripture. Each of these Scripture 
quotations was about having trust in God. Is there a word or phrase that you can 
use to remind yourself to trust God in all things? Invite the children to identify a word 
or phrase that will help them remember to trust God to give them everything that they 
need. Suggest that they use this word or phrase as a prayer during Lent. 

8. Conclude in prayer. Say: When we pray the Lord's Prayer, we ask for God's help to 
resist temptation in our lives. We say, “Lead us not into temptation.” Let's pray 
this prayer together remembering that God gives us everything we really need. 
Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 
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Second Sunday of Lent, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Genesis 15:5-12,17-18 
God makes a covenant with Abraham, promising him many descendants. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 27:1,7-8,8-9,13-14 
A prayer to God who is our salvation 

Second Reading 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 (or shorter form, Philippians 3:20-4:1) 
Paul encourages the Philippians to remain firm in their faith that Christ will subject all things to 
himself. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 9:28b-36 
Jesus is transfigured in the presence of Peter, John, and James. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
On the second Sunday of Lent, we move from Jesus' retreat to the desert and temptation by the 
devil to the glory shown in Jesus' Transfiguration. On the first Sunday of Lent, our Gospel always 
tells the story of Jesus' temptation in the desert. On the second Sunday, we always hear the 
story of Jesus' Transfiguration. 

The report of Jesus' Transfiguration is found in each of the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke. The context for Luke's Transfiguration story is similar to that found in both Matthew 
and Mark. The Transfiguration occurs after Peter's confession that Jesus is the Messiah and 
Jesus' prediction about his Passion. After the prediction there is a discussion of the cost of 
discipleship in each of these Gospels. The placement of the Transfiguration story close to Peter's 
confession and Jesus' prediction encourages us to examine the Transfiguration in the larger 
context of the Paschal Mystery.  

The Transfiguration occurs on a mountain in the presence of just three of Jesus' disciples—
Peter, James and John. These are among the first disciples that Jesus called in Luke's Gospel. 
We recently heard this Gospel at Mass, on the fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Only Luke's 
Gospel, which often describes Jesus at prayer, indicates that Jesus is praying as his appearance 
changes to bright white. Luke indicates that the three disciples were sleeping while Jesus 
prayed. They will be sleeping again as Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane before his 
Passion and death.  

As they awake, Peter and the disciples see Jesus Transfigured and Elijah and Moses present 
with Jesus. Elijah and Moses, both significant figures in the history of Israel, represent Jesus' 
continuity with the Law and the Prophets. In Matthew's and Mark's Gospels, there is reference to 
conversation among Jesus, Elijah, and Moses, but only Luke's Gospel explains that this 
conversation is about Jesus' later accomplishments in Jerusalem. Luke describes this as his 
exodus, connecting Jesus' Passion, death, and Resurrection with the Israel's Exodus from Egypt.  

On witnessing Jesus' Transfiguration and seeing Jesus with Elijah and Moses, Peter offers to 
construct three tents for them. Having just awoken, perhaps Peter's offer was made in confusion. 
We also notice that Peter reverted from his earlier confession that Jesus is the Messiah, calling 
Jesus “master” instead. As if in reply to Peter's confusion, a voice from heaven speaks, affirming 
Jesus as God's Son and commanding that the disciples listen to him. This voice from heaven 
recalls the voice that was heard at Jesus' baptism which, in Luke's Gospel, spoke directly to 
Jesus as God's Son.  

In his Transfiguration, we see an anticipation of the glory of Jesus' Resurrection. In each of the 
reports of the Transfiguration, the disciples keep secret what they have seen. Not until they also 
witness his Passion and death will the disciples understand Jesus' Transfiguration. We hear this 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/genesis/genesis15.htm
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story of Jesus' Transfiguration early in Lent, but we have the benefit of hindsight. In our hearing 
of it, we anticipate Jesus' Resurrection even as we prepare to remember Jesus' Passion and 
death. 

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 555: For a moment Jesus discloses his divine glory, confirming Peter's 
confession. He also reveals that he will have to go by the way of the cross 
at Jerusalem in order to "enter into his glory". Moses and Elijah had seen 
God's glory on the Mountain; the Law and the Prophets had announced the 
Messiah's sufferings. Christ's Passion is the will of the Father: the Son acts 
as God's servant; the cloud indicates the presence of the Holy Spirit. "The 
whole Trinity appeared: the Father in the voice; the Son in the man; the 
Spirit in the shining cloud."  

You were transfigured on the mountain, and your disciples, as much as 
they were capable of it, beheld your glory, O Christ our God, so that when 
they should see you crucified they would understand that your Passion was 
voluntary, and proclaim to the world that you truly are the splendor of the 
Father. 

Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 9:28b-36 
Jesus is transfigured in the presence of Peter, John, and James. 

Older children are becoming more aware of our Lenten practices of fasting, prayer, and 
almsgiving. We can encourage them to appreciate these Lenten practices that prepare us to 
recognize Jesus' presence in our lives. 

Materials Needed 

 Alarm clock 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Show an alarm clock. Ask: What is this for? Do any of you wake up to an alarm 
clock? Have you ever overslept in the morning and missed something important 
because of it? What are you like when you first wake up in the morning? (Accept all 
reasonable answers.) 

2. Introduce today's Gospel. Say: In today's Gospel, three of Jesus' disciples almost 
missed something important because they were sleeping. Listen carefully to this 
reading.  

3. Ask a volunteer to read aloud this Gospel, Luke 9:28-36. 
4. Ask: What were the disciples doing while Jesus was praying? (They were sleeping.) 

What did they wake up to see? (They saw Jesus transfigured and Jesus talking with 
Elijah and Moses.) Do you think they understood what they saw? (Accept all 
reasonable answers.) 

5. Say: If the disciples had stayed asleep, they would have missed this amazing 
event. They would not have seen Jesus in glory. They would not have heard the 
voice from heaven. What did the voice say? (“This is my chosen Son; listen to him.”) 

6. Say: Our lives can be like this. We can be asleep, not recognizing that Jesus is with 
us always. During Lent, we try to “wake up” to see Jesus more clearly and to listen 
to what he tells us. What are some things that we do during Lent to keep ourselves 
aware of Jesus' presence in our lives? (We fast from food and habits that keep us 
from God. We pray. We read Scripture. We give alms.) 

7. Conclude by praying together the Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester. 

  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke9.htm#v28
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Prayer of Saint Richard of Chichester 
Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits thou hast given me, 
for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know thee more clearly, 
love thee more dearly, 
and follow thee more nearly, day by day. 
Amen. 
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Third Sunday of Lent, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Exodus 3:1-8a,13-15 
God speaks to Moses from the burning bush and sends him to the Israelites. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 103:1-4,6-7,8,11 
A prayer in praise of God's mercy 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 10:1-6,10-12 
Paul teaches that the Scriptures were written to set an example for us. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 13:1-9 
Jesus preaches a lesson on repentance. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Now into the third week of the Season of Lent, our Sunday Gospel prepares us to hear Lent's call 
to conversion and repentance. Today's reading is found in the chapters of Luke's Gospel that 
describe Jesus' journey to Jerusalem. During this journey, Jesus teaches and heals. He must 
also respond to those who question and challenge his authority and actions. There is no parallel 
in Mark's or Matthew's Gospels for today's reading from Luke. While Mark and Matthew describe 
an incident in which Jesus curses the fig tree, today's reading makes the barren fig tree the 
subject of a parable.  

Luke tells us that some among the crowds report to Jesus a massacre of Galileans by Pilate. The 
intention of the crowd seems to be to ask Jesus to explain why these people suffered. It was 
commonplace to render people's suffering as evidence of their sinfulness. Jesus challenges this 
interpretation. Those who were massacred were no more or less sinful than the ones who report 
the situation to Jesus. Jesus replies that even a fatal accident, a natural disaster, ought not to be 
interpreted as punishment for sin.  

Jesus' words at first appear to have a fire-and-brimstone quality. Jesus says in essence, “Repent 
or perish as these people did; all are sinful before God and deserving of God's punishment.” The 
tone changes, however, in the parable that follows. The parable of the barren fig tree contrasts 
the patience and hopefulness of the gardener with the practicality of the property owner. When 
told to cut down the fig tree because it is not producing fruit, the gardener counsels patience. If 
properly tended, the barren fig tree may yet bear fruit. 

Throughout his journey to Jerusalem, Jesus has been teaching about the Kingdom of God. In 
this parable, we find an image of God's patience and hopefulness as he prepares his Kingdom. 
God calls us to repent, and it is within his power to punish us for our failure to turn from our 
sinfulness. And yet God is merciful. He delays punishment and tends to us so that we may yet 
bear the fruit he desires from us.  

This, then, is our reason for hope: Not only does God refuse to abandon us, he chooses to 
attend to us even when we show no evidence of his efforts. Next week's Gospel will give an even 
clearer picture of the kind of mercy that God shows to us.  

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 1489:  To return to communion with God after having lost it through sin is a 
process born of the grace of God who is rich in mercy and solicitous for the 
salvation of men. One must ask for this precious gift for oneself and for 
others. 
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Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 13:1-9 
Jesus preaches a lesson on repentance. 

Older children can sometimes be perfectionists with themselves, showing impatience as they 
strive to incorporate all the skills and qualities that they are learning. We can encourage their 
spiritual progress by reminding them that God doesn't give up on us. He actively attends to us, 
bearing with us in patience and hope. 

Materials Needed 

 A spring flower in bloom, such as a tulip or daffodil 
 A flower bulb if readily available 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Show a spring flower in bloom, such as a tulip or a daffodil. Ask what this flower looked 
like in the fall (if a flower bulb is readily available, show it). Ask if anyone planted flower 
bulbs in the fall. If someone has planted some, ask that person: What were you thinking 
about when you put the bulbs into the ground? Have you seen any blossoms from 
the bulbs that you planted?  

2. Say: Planting bulbs in the ground in the fall so that flowers will bloom in the spring 
shows a number of character traits or qualities. What might some of these 
qualities be? (hope, patience, trust, and so on) 

3. Introduce today's Gospel. Say: In today's Gospel, we hear a parable that also calls us 
to think about these qualities. Let's listen carefully to this parable so that we can 
consider these qualities that God shows towards us.  

4. Ask a volunteer to read aloud this Gospel, Luke 13:1-9. 
5. Ask: What did the orchard owner propose to do with the fig tree? (to uproot it and 

throw it away) Why? (it was not bearing fruit) What did the gardener propose? (that it 
be left to see if it may yet bear fruit) What qualities does the gardener exhibit? 
(patience, hopefulness care, and attention) What does this parable teach us about 
how God acts towards us? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

6. Say: God is patient with us, even when we turn away from him and sin. God is 
always hopeful that we will ask for his forgiveness. God doesn't give up on us. 
Instead, God continually reaches out to us, helping us to become the people that 
he intends for us to be. During Lent, we remember that God helps us—reaching 
out to us with love, patience, and hopefulness that we will return to him in love. 

7. Conclude by praying together the Act of Hope. 

Act of Hope 
O my God, relying on your infinite mercy and promises, I hope to obtain pardon of my sins, the 
help of your grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, my Lord and 
Redeemer.  
Amen. 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Joshua 5:9a,10-12 
The Israelites celebrate the Passover in the promised land. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 34:2-7 
A prayer of praise to God. 

Second Reading 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
Paul preaches our reconciliation with Christ. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 15:1-3,11-32 
Jesus teaches about forgiveness in the parable of the Prodigal Son. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

The parable Jesus tells in today's Gospel is unique to the Gospel of Luke. Jesus has been 
teaching the crowds as he journeys to Jerusalem. As he teaches, the Pharisees and scribes 
complain and challenge Jesus because he is welcoming sinners at his table. Today we hear the 
third of three parables that Jesus tells in response to his critics. These three familiar parables—
the lost sheep, the lost coin, and today's parable of the prodigal son—invite us to consider the 
depth of God's mercy and love. 

The Pharisees taught a scrupulous observance of Jewish Law. In their interpretation and 
practice, observant Jews who shared table fellowship with sinners would be made unclean. Like 
Jesus, the Pharisees hoped to lead sinners back to God. The Pharisees, however, required that 
sinners first become ritually clean—observant of the Pharisees' interpretation of Jewish Law—
before sharing table fellowship. This appears to be one of the major differences between the 
Pharisees and Jesus. Jesus reaches out to sinners while they are still sinners, inviting them to 
conversion through fellowship with him. Jesus is God acting among us; by befriending us, he is 
inviting us to return to friendship with God. Through friendship with Jesus, our sins are forgiven 
and we, in turn, bear fruit for God. Recall last Sunday's Gospel and the barren fig tree.  

Our familiarity with today's parable risks dulling us to its tremendously powerful message. We 
call this the parable of the lost son or the prodigal son. Any focus on the younger son, however, 
must also be balanced by an examination of the unusual behavior of the father. 

First we must imagine our first response to the audacity of a son who asks for his inheritance 
before his father has died. Indignation would certainly be a justifiable response to such a request. 
Yet the father in this parable agrees to honor the son's request and divides his property among 
his two sons. How might we describe such a father? Foolish comes to mind, but so does trusting. 
Without property of his own, the father must rely upon his sons to provide for his well-being.  

The younger son takes his inheritance and leaves home. The older son remains, continuing to 
provide for the father and the household. Having been disgraced by the younger son, the father 
spends some time watching the road for the return of the lost son. When he eventually sees his 
wayward son returning, the father not only welcomes him but also runs out to greet him and then 
honors him with a party. We say that this father is loving and forgiving. Yet these adjectives only 
begin to describe the depth of love and mercy that characterize the father. 

We find no surprise in the anger of the older son. Yet the father appears sad and even confused 
by the older son's indignation. He says in reply that they should celebrate because the lost son 
had returned. The father is filled with gratitude and love for the older son's faithfulness. This love 
is in no way diminished by the father's rejoicing at the return of the younger son. Yet the older 
son's jealousy reveals his limited understanding of the depth of his father's love. 
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The Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that 
means “rejoice.” Today's Gospel describes the reason for our joy: God's great love for us has 
been revealed in Jesus. Through his Passion, Death, and Resurrection, Christ has reconciled us 
with God and one another. 

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 1439: The process of conversion and repentance was described by Jesus in the 
parable of the prodigal son, the center of which is the merciful father: the 
fascination of illusory freedom, the abandonment of the father's house; the 
extreme misery in which the son finds himself after squandering his 
fortune; his deep humiliation at finding himself obliged to feed swine, and 
still worse, at wanting to feed on the husks the pigs ate; his reflection on all 
he has lost; his repentance and decision to declare himself guilty before his 
father; the journey back; the father's generous welcome; the father's joy - 
all these are characteristic of the process of conversion. The beautiful robe, 
the ring, and the festive banquet are symbols of that new life - pure worthy, 
and joyful - of anyone who returns to God and to the bosom of his family, 
which is the Church. Only the heart of Christ who knows the depths of his 
Father's love could reveal to us the abyss of his mercy in so simple and 
beautiful a way. 

Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 15:1-3,11-32 
Jesus teaches about forgiveness in the parable of the Prodigal Son. 

Older children are learning to accept responsibility for their actions. We invite them to appreciate 
the gift of the Sacrament of Reconciliation when we help them to see that God responds to us 
with generous mercy. 

Materials Needed 

 None 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

1. Talk about anticipating the consequences of our actions. Offer an example such as the 
following: Imagine this situation: the rule in your house is that you are not allowed 
to play soccer in the living room. While your parents are outside, you and a sibling 
decide to play soccer there anyway. While you are playing soccer, the ball hits a 
lamp, sending it crashing to the floor. What do you expect that your parents will do 
when you tell them what happened? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 

2. Say: Perhaps we haven't ever broken a lamp, but we have all had the experience of 
needing to accept responsibility for having done something wrong. When you 
admit to having done something wrong, what do you expect to happen? (Accept all 
reasonable answers.) Can you imagine asking your parent to forgive you for 
something you did wrong and hearing that a party was going to be given in your 
honor instead? 

3. Introduce today's Gospel. Say: In today's Gospel, we hear a story in which a son 
does something wrong and expects a consequence to follow. In fact, the son 
describes exactly what he thinks should happen. What actually happens in the 
story is quite surprising. 

4. Ask a volunteer to read aloud this Gospel, Luke 15:1-3,11-32. 
5. Ask: What does the son expect the father to do after he admits his wrongdoing? 

(The son expects to be disowned by the father.) What consequence for his actions 
does the son ask for? (to be treated as a hired hand) What does the father do 
instead? (The father welcomes the son back with honor.) 
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6. Say: The father in the parable is an image for us of how much God wants to forgive 
us. If ever we feel we have done something so bad that God could never forgive 
us, we can remember this story. During Lent, we say we're sorry for our sins and 
ask God to forgive us. In particular, we seek God's forgiveness in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

7. Invite the children to create an acrostic using the word forgiveness. Encourage them to 
write phrases for each letter that describe the kind of forgiveness shown in the parable. 

8. Conclude by praying together an Act of Contrition. 

Act of Contrition 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
The Lord is doing something new for his people. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 126:1-6 
A song in praise of the Lord's marvelous deeds 

Second Reading 
Philippians 3:8-14 
Paul says that he counts all things as lot and focuses on one goal, Christ. 

Gospel Reading 
John 8:1-11 
Jesus does not condemn the woman caught in adultery. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

The Gospel for the fifth Sunday of Lent continues to offer lessons about God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Last Sunday we heard the Parable of the Prodigal Son from the Gospel of Luke. 
Today we hear not a parable, but the report from John's Gospel of an encounter among Jesus, 
the scribes and Pharisees, and a woman caught in adultery.  

In John's Gospel, the conflict between Jesus and the scribes and Pharisees occurs much earlier 
than in the Synoptic Gospels. Jesus' cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem is reported at the 
beginning of John's Gospel. Even after this event, Jesus continues to teach in the Temple. After 
returning to Galilee for a time, Jesus again enters Jerusalem and cures a man on the Sabbath. 
From this point forward in John's Gospel, the Pharisees are described as making plans for Jesus' 
arrest and seeking his death. 

In the chapter preceding today's Gospel, Jesus was teaching in the Temple area. Feeling 
threatened by his teaching and his actions, the chief priests and the Pharisees are already 
sending guards to arrest Jesus. The guards return, however, without arresting Jesus because 
they have been impressed by his words. Even more than this, some among the crowds are 
considering the possibility that Jesus is the Messiah. The chief priests and the Pharisees change 
their plan. Before making an arrest, they seek to gather more evidence against Jesus by posing 
a question intended to trap Jesus.  

Today's Gospel begins by reporting that Jesus is again teaching the crowds in the vicinity of the 
Temple. The scribes and the Pharisees approach Jesus, bringing a woman who has been caught 
in the act of adultery. They put to Jesus the question of what ought to be done in this case.  

The Pharisees state clearly that according to the Law of Moses, those caught in the act of 
adultery were to be stoned to death. Under Roman occupation, however, the Jewish people did 
not have the authority to execute people; this is cited in John's passion narrative. To answer the 
Pharisees' question, Jesus must propose an action that will be either contrary to the Law of 
Moses or contrary to Roman law. The purpose of the question appears to be similar to the 
question about paying taxes found in Mark 12:13-17. Either answer, yes or no, will support the 
Pharisees' case against Jesus. 

Jesus avoids the trap, however, by offering an answer that was not anticipated by those who 
posed the question. Jesus, after writing on the ground with his finger, addresses those who stand 
before him and suggests that the one without sin cast the first stone. Jesus then returns to his 
writing. This Scripture reading, by the way, is the only evidence we have of Jesus writing. Yet 
there are no specific details about what he wrote. 

We can easily imagine the scene as the Pharisees and the elders disperse, one by one. Jesus 
has eluded the trap they had prepared. We might also give credit to the elders and the Pharisees 
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who do not, in the end, claim to be sinless and worthy of passing judgment. These Pharisees are 
not as self-righteous as the portrait found in the parable of the pharisee and the tax collector 
(See Luke 18:9-14).  

Left alone with the woman, Jesus asks where the accusers have gone. With no one remaining to 
condemn the woman, Jesus (the one who truly is without sin) sends the woman on her way, 
refusing to pass judgment on her and exhorting her to avoid future sin. 

Jesus' response to those who accuse the woman is more than a caution to us about making 
judgment of others. It is a profound lesson in divine mercy and forgiveness. As sinners, we are all 
unworthy to judge the sins of others and we would stand convicted by God for our 
transgressions. Yet Jesus, the one without sin and thus our judge, offers us who are sinners his 
mercy and forgiveness. Redeemed by Jesus' compassion, we are sent to sin no more and to live 
in God's love and peace. 

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 1490:  The movement of return to God, called conversion and repentance, entails 
sorrow for and abhorrence of sins committed, and the firm purpose of 
sinning no more in the future. Conversion touches the past and the future 
and is nourished by hope in God's mercy. 

Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 

Gospel Reading 
John 8:1-11 
Jesus does not condemn the woman caught in adultery. 

Older children are beginning to look more critically at themselves and at others. We can lead 
them to understand that God knows us well but does not look upon us with judgment. Instead, 
God looks at us with mercy and love. 

Materials Needed 

 One or more magnifying glasses 
 Objects to study with the magnifying glass 
 A hand mirror 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Show a magnifying glass and ask the children to describe its uses. Allow the 
children to look at a number of items with the magnifying glass. 

2. Summarize the experience of using a magnifying glass. Ask: What happens when 
we use a magnifying glass? (Small things appear larger than they are.) 

3. Introduce today's Gospel: In the Gospel reading this week, a woman who has 
committed a terrible sin is brought to Jesus. Those who bring her to Jesus 
expect him to think that this sin is so big that it cannot be forgiven. They 
believe that this woman should be punished with death. Let's listen carefully 
to this Gospel reading. 

4. Invite one or more volunteers to read aloud today's Gospel, John 8:2-11. 
5. Ask: What does Jesus say to the people who have accused the woman caught 

in adultery? (that the person with no sin should throw the first stone) What do the 
accusers and the crowds do? (They all walk away.) What does Jesus say to the 
woman? (that he does not condemn her; that she should go and not sin anymore) 

6. Say: Sometimes when we look at other people, and sometimes even when we 
look at ourselves, we notice every fault, seeing others and ourselves as if 
through a magnifying glass. What would be different if we looked at ourselves 
and others using this? Hold up the mirror. 

7. Say: We know that God really knows us. He knows everything about us. Yet 
Jesus shows us that God doesn't look at us as with a magnifying glass; he 
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doesn't highlight our faults and our sins. God sees each of us completely and 
really, as we might see ourselves in a mirror. God forgives our sins so that we 
can become the people he wants us to be.  

8. Conclude in prayer by thanking God for the gift of his mercy and forgiveness. Pray 
together the Act of Contrition or the Act of Hope. 

Act of Contrition 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
 
Act of Hope 
O my God, relying on your infinite mercy and promises, I hope to obtain pardon of my sins, 
the help of your grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, my Lord and 
Redeemer.  
Amen. 
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Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion, Cycle C 

Gospel at the Procession with Palms 
Luke 19:28-40 
Jesus sends his disciples for a colt and then rides into Jerusalem. 

First Reading 
Isaiah 50:4-7 
The Lord's Servant will stand firm, even when persecuted. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 22:8-9,17-20,23-24 
A cry for help to the Lord in the face of evildoers. 

Second Reading 
Philippians 2:6-11 
Christ was obedient even to death, but God has exalted him. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 22:14—23:56 (shorter form: Luke 23:1-49) 
From the cross, Jesus speaks words of forgiveness and promises that the good thief will be with 
him in paradise. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

This Sunday, called Palm or Passion Sunday, is the first day of Holy Week. Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday are called the Triduum, three days that are the 
highlight of the Church year. There are two Gospels proclaimed at today's Mass. The first 
Gospel, proclaimed before the procession with palms, tells of Jesus' triumphant entrance into 
Jerusalem. Riding on a borrowed colt, Jesus was hailed by the crowds as they shouted blessings 
and praise to God. This event is reported in each of the four Gospels. 

Luke's Gospel is the only one to report the exchange between Jesus and the Pharisees as Jesus 
enters Jerusalem. Jesus' response shows that this event, and those yet to come, are part of a 
divine plan. We hear this echoed again in Luke's description of the Last Supper when Jesus 
speaks of Judas' betrayal, saying that the Son of Man “goes as has been determined.” 

At the Liturgy of the Word on this Sunday, the events of Jesus' passion are proclaimed in their 
entirety. In Lectionary Cycle C, we read the passion of Jesus as found in the Gospel of Luke. We 
will hear these events proclaimed again during the Triduum when we read the passion of Jesus 
from the Gospel of John.  

Throughout Luke's Gospel we see that Jesus' words and actions proclaim the Kingdom of God. 
This motif continues throughout Luke's passion narrative. Jesus appears to be in total command 
of events at the Passover meal as he hands over the kingdom to his disciples. He welcomes 
them to the Passover meal announcing that this will be his last until the Kingdom of God is 
fulfilled.  

As throughout Luke's Gospel, however, the disciples show little understanding of this kingdom 
that Jesus often announces. Following the meal, the disciples argue about who is the greatest. 
Jesus takes the opportunity to distinguish the meaning of leadership in the Kingdom of God from 
the forms of leadership seen in the world. 

Jesus initiates a conversation with Simon and predicts his denial. Jesus then instructs his 
disciples to prepare themselves for the events that will follow. His words reveal an awareness of 
the challenges that all of them will face in the days ahead. As the disciples and Jesus enter the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus indicates the importance of the disciples' time in prayer, telling them that 
through prayer they will be able to face the challenges ahead. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke19.htm#v28
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/isaiah/isaiah50.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm22.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/philippians/philippians2.htm#v6
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke22.htm#v14
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke23.htm
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As he prays, Jesus is tested. In the garden, an angel is sent to strengthen him and to prepare 
him for the events ahead. After this moment, Jesus is again in charge of the events and 
circumstances.  

In Luke's Gospel, Jesus is portrayed as active and vocal throughout his passion. When one of 
the disciples strikes the high priest's servant, Jesus heals the man, an event reported only in the 
Gospel of Luke. Jesus stops the disciples' protest against his arrest by noting that this is the 
“time for the power of darkness.” Jesus engages and responds when brought before the 
Sanhedrin; his words speak about the “power of God” that will bring about the reign of the Son of 
Man. When questioned by Pilate, Jesus responds with just one phrase; yet before Herod, Jesus 
refuses to speak.  

When Luke describes the Way of the Cross and Jesus' crucifixion, he calls to our attention many 
events that are not reported in the other Gospels. Throughout his Gospel, Luke has paid heed to 
the women who accompanied Jesus. Now, on the road to Calvary, Jesus speaks to the women 
who walk with him. Only Luke reports Jesus' words of forgiveness spoken from the cross. And 
only Luke reports the dialogue between Jesus and the good thief. Finally, in contrast with the 
Gospels of Mark and Matthew, Luke reports no words of abandonment spoken by Jesus on the 
cross. Instead, Jesus, in full command until his death, commends his spirit to his Father and 
takes his final breath.  

Throughout Holy Week, we will continue to reflect on the events of Jesus' passion and death. As 
we meditate on the cross, we ask again and anew what it means to make the statement of faith 
that Jesus, in his obedient suffering and dying, revealed himself to us as God's Son and brought 
to fulfillment the Kingdom of God. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 560: Jesus' entry into Jerusalem manifested the coming of the kingdom that the 

King-Messiah was going to accomplish by the Passover of his Death and 
Resurrection. It is with the celebration of that entry on Palm Sunday that the 
Church's liturgy solemnly opens Holy Week. 

Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 

Before Jesus died on the cross, he promised the good thief that he would be with him in 
paradise. Through his death on the cross, Jesus prepares a place in paradise for all of us. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Say: This week we celebrate Holy Week. This is the holiest week in the Church year 
because during this week we remember Jesus' death on the cross for our 
salvation. On Palm Sunday we hear two Gospel readings. The first Gospel tells us 
how Jesus rode into Jerusalem and was greeted by the crowds who shouted 
praise to God because they thought Jesus was coming to save them from their 
political oppressors.  

2. Invite one or more volunteers to read this Gospel, Luke 19:28-40.  
3. Say: In the second Gospel reading for this Sunday, which is also called Passion 

Sunday, we hear the details about Jesus' passion and death on the cross. This 
year, we read the passion from Luke's Gospel. Unique to Luke's Gospel is the 
detail about the words spoken by Jesus and the two criminals who were crucified 
with him. Let's prayerfully listen to a portion of this Gospel.  

4. Invite a volunteer to read today's Gospel in its shorter form, Luke 23:1-49.  
5. Ask: What did the first man say to Jesus? (He taunted Jesus along with the crowd.) 

What did the second man do? (He defended Jesus against the first thief, and then he 
asked Jesus to remember him.) What did Jesus say in response? (“Amen, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”)  

6. Say: Jesus' words were addressed to the second criminal. But these words are 
also spoken to us. If we have faith in Jesus and follow his way of love, we will also 
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be with him in paradise. Jesus died for our sins and prepared the way for us to 
share eternal life with God in heaven.  

7. Conclude in prayer or song. 

 

During Holy Week, which coincides with the end of the first school term holidays, many 
Parishes do not have Catechetical sessions.  However, this is a very important season in 
the Church and in our faith.  We therefore encourage Catechists to send home family 
orientated Faithwork to highlight the celebrations of Holy Week and of course, encourage 
children and families need to attend Mass and services as it is in the participation of 
these, that growth and understanding will be fostered.  We have included the same 
Faithwork that formed part of the material issued last year.  Catechists are welcome to 
source their own as well. 
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Second Sunday of Easter, Cycle C (Divine Mercy Sunday) 

Catechists should incorporate discussion or an activity about Divine Mercy in this 
session. 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 5:12-16 
Peter and the apostles perform many signs and wonders. 

Psalm 
Psalm 118:2-4,13-15,22-24 
A song of praise to the Lord. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 1:9-11a,12-13,17-19 
John describes the instruction he received to write down his vision. 

Gospel 
John 20:19-31 
Thomas believes because he sees Jesus. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
Today's reading, from the Gospel of John, is proclaimed on the second Sunday of Easter in each 
of the three Sunday Lectionary cycles. This should alert us to the significance of the encounters 
with the resurrected Jesus described in this reading. This Gospel combines two scenes: Jesus' 
appearance to his disciples after his Resurrection and Jesus' dialogue with Thomas, the disciple 
who doubted. 
 
Part of the mystery of Jesus' Resurrection is that he appeared to his disciples not as a spirit but 
in bodily form. We do not know exactly what this form was like. Earlier in John's Gospel, when 
Mary of Magdala first encountered the risen Jesus, she did not recognize the figure standing 
before her until Jesus spoke her. In Luke's Gospel, the disciples walking on the road to Emmaus 
did not recognize Jesus until he broke bread with them. We know from readings such as today's 
that in his resurrected body, Jesus was no longer bound by space; he appeared to the disciples 
in spite of the locked door. And yet, on this resurrected body, the disciples could still observe the 
marks of his Crucifixion. 
  
In today's Gospel, Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus also commissions his disciples to continue the work that he has begun. As Jesus was sent 
by God, so too does Jesus send his disciples. This continuity with Jesus' own mission is an 
essential element of the Church. Jesus grants the means to accomplish this mission when he 
gives his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit binds us together as a community of 
faith and strengthens us to bear witness to Jesus' Resurrection. 
 
Jesus' words to his disciples also highlight the integral connection between the forgiveness of 
sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Forgiveness and reconciliation are gifts to us from Jesus. With 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, we can share these with others. This is another essential aspect of 
what it means to be Christ's Church. The Church continues Jesus' ministry of forgiveness and 
reconciliation. 
 
Thomas, the disciple who doubts, represents the reality of the Church that comes after this first 
community of disciples. All but the first disciples of Jesus must believe without seeing. Like 
Thomas, we may doubt the news that Jesus, who was crucified and buried, appeared to his 
disciples. It is part of our human nature to seek hard evidence that the Jesus who appeared to 
the disciples after his death is, indeed, the same Jesus who was crucified. Thomas is given the 
opportunity to be our representative who obtains this evidence. He gives witness to us that the 
Jesus who was raised is the same Jesus who had died. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, we 
are among those who are blessed for we have not seen and yet have believed. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts5.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm118.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation1.htm#v9
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john20.htm#v19
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Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 644:  Even when faced with the reality of the risen Jesus the disciples are still 

doubtful, so impossible did the thing seem: they thought they were seeing 
a ghost. "In their joy they were still disbelieving and still wondering." 
Thomas will also experience the test of doubt and St. Matthew relates that 
during the risen Lord's last appearance in Galilee "some doubted." 
Therefore the hypothesis that the Resurrection was produced by the 
apostles' faith (or credulity) will not hold up. On the contrary their faith in 
the Resurrection was born, under the action of divine grace, from their 
direct experience of the reality of the risen Jesus. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Some things just seem to go together. From this experience, we can help older children identify 
the gifts from Jesus given to us at Baptism that sustain us as his disciples: forgiveness of sins, 
the Holy Spirit, and peace. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Play the “What Am I Thinking” game. Name the first of a pair of items that we usually 
think about together and ask the students to complete the pairing. For example, Say: 
Peanut butter and [jelly]; pencil and [paper]; cheese and [crackers]; soap and [water]; 
socks and [shoes]. You might continue the game by asking volunteers to name the first 
of a pair and see if the group can name the second item 

2. Introduce today's Gospel. Say: Jesus also paired together two important gifts when 
he greeted his disciples after his Resurrection. Listen carefully as we read today's 
Gospel to identify the two gifts that Jesus gave to his disciples.  

3. Invite one or more volunteers to read aloud today's Gospel, John 20:19-31.  
4. Ask: What gift is named is the greeting that Jesus spoke to his disciples after his 

Resurrection? (peace) What gift did Jesus them give to his disciples next? (the 
Holy Spirit) What did Jesus then send his disciples to do? (forgive sins)  

5. Say: We have received the gift of the Holy Spirit in our Baptism. What also 
happened when we were baptized? (Our sins were forgiven.) The Holy Spirit, 
forgiveness of sins, and the gift of peace (which is a fruit of the Holy Spirit) are 
given to us. When we have these gifts, we can be people who forgive others as 
Jesus taught.  

6. Conclude by praying together that we will allow the Holy Spirit to make us people who 
forgive others. Pray together the Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth.  
 
Lord,  
by the light of the Holy Spirit  
you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 
In the same Spirit  
help us to relish what is right  
and always rejoice in your consolation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
  

http://www.loyolapress.com/prayer-to-the-holy-spirit.htm
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Third Sunday of Easter, Cycle C  

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 5:27-32,40b-41 
The apostles are brought before the Sanhedrin and ordered to stop speaking in Jesus' name. 

Psalm 
Psalm 30:2,4,5-6,11-12,13 
A song of praise to God who rescues us. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 5:11-14 
John describes his vision of the praises that will be sung to the Lamb by every creature on 
heaven and earth. 

Gospel 
John 21:1-19 (short form:John 21:1-14) 
Jesus appears to the disciples for a third time after his Resurrection and shares a meal with 
them. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
In Lectionary Cycle C, our Sunday Gospels are usually taken from the Gospel of Luke. The 
Gospels for the Easter Season, however, are taken from the Gospel of John. Today's Gospel is 
one of the post-Resurrection appearances reported by John. Recall that in John's Gospel, Jesus 
appears first to Mary of Magdala, second to all of the disciples except Thomas, and finally to 
Thomas and the disciples (which we heard last Sunday). After those appearances, John's 
Gospel seems to conclude with a reference to other signs that Jesus gave after his Resurrection, 
which have not been recorded. 
 
Because it follows this apparent conclusion, most scholars believe today's Gospel passage (and 
all of John 21) to have been an addition to John's original text. Because there are significant 
differences between this report and the other appearances described in John's Gospel, it is quite 
likely that this story is from a different source. There are details in the story that recall Jesus' call 
to Simon Peter and the other fishermen as well as the miraculous catch of fish (found in the 
Gospel of Luke, with parallels in the other Synoptic Gospels). The end of the chapter, where 
Jesus asks Peter three times whether he loves him, most likely is meant to represent the 
reconciliation that occurred between the community represented by John's Gospel with the larger 
Christian community represented by Peter. This Gospel reading is a rich and textured story that 
speaks of Jesus' presence in the Eucharist and our commission to serve others as Jesus did. 
 
Last week we heard that Jesus appeared to the gathered disciples in a locked room, probably in 
Jerusalem. In today's Gospel, the disciples are no longer in Jerusalem; they are in Galilee, 
returning to their work of fishing. Simon Peter is still presented in the role of leader: when he 
announces that he is going fishing, the other disciples follow. They spend the night fishing but 
are unsuccessful.  
 
Jesus calls to them from the shore, but just as when Jesus first appeared to Mary of Magdala, 
the disciples do not recognize him immediately. Still, they follow the stranger's instructions and 
bring in a large haul of fish. It is at this point that one of the disciples (the “disciple whom Jesus 
loved”) realizes that Jesus is appearing to them. Upon hearing this news, Simon Peter leads the 
way again, jumping from the boat and swimming to shore. The other disciples follow in the boat, 
dragging the fish. 
 
The disciples have brought to shore a tremendous catch of fish that Jesus has directed them to 
find. But once on the shore, they see that Jesus has already prepared fish and bread on a 
charcoal fire. Jesus directs the disciples to bring their catch of fish as well. Jesus is host at the 
meal that follows, feeding the disciples the bread and fish. In this detail we see allusions to the 
miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and the fishes told in John 6.  
 
There are also allusions in the Gospel to our gathering for the celebration of the Mass. In the 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts5.htm#v27
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts5.htm#v40
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm30.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation5.htm#v11
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john21.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john21.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john6.htm
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Eucharist, we too are fed by Jesus in the bread and wine that have become his very Body and 
Blood. We also find in this story insight about the Presentation of the Gifts at Mass. The gifts we 
bring to the altar, bread and wine, are made from gifts that God gave first to us: grain and 
grapes, the fruit of the earth. God has no need of anything further. Yet God accepts the offering 
we bring—bread and wine, “the work of human hands”—and transforms our offering into the gift 
of his very presence. 
 
After the meal, Jesus directs himself to Simon Peter. The community of John's Gospel probably 
looked down on Peter because of his denial of Jesus. This dialogue with Simon Peter is a 
reversal of Peter's three denials. Peter is forgiven. Having been restored to friendship with Jesus, 
Simon Peter is sent on a mission. “Feed my lambs . . . Tend my sheep . . . Feed my sheep.” 
These commands indicate that Peter is to be as Jesus, even unto sacrificing for the flock. As 
Jesus has fed Peter in this meal and as Jesus feeds us in the Eucharist, so he also sends us to 
follow him, asking that we offer our lives in service and sacrifice. 
 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 849:  The missionary mandate. "Having been divinely sent to the nations that she 

might be 'the universal sacrament of salvation,' the Church, in obedience to 
the command of her founder and because it is demanded by her own 
essential universality, strives to preach the Gospel to all men": "Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you; and Lo, I am with you always, until the 
close of the age." 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Just as particular foods are associated with particular celebrations, bread and wine are integral to 
our celebration of the Eucharist. In the Eucharist, the bread and wine become the Body and 
Blood of Christ. 

Materials Needed  

 Pictures of a number of different celebrations that can be identified by the food served 
(birthday party, Thanksgiving, Christmas or Easter dinner, wedding, and so on) 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Show pictures of a number of different celebrations that can be identified by the food 
served (birthday party, Thanksgiving, Christmas or Easter dinner, wedding, and so on). 
Ask the children to identify the type of party shown. Have the children offer evidence from 
the picture to support their answer.  

2. Say: We can often identify the celebration by the food that is shared. In the 
Gospels, we read about many meals that Jesus shared with his friends. In many 
cases, particular food is named.  

3. Ask: What meals do you remember Jesus sharing with his friends? (the Last 
Supper, the feeding of the multitude) What were the foods that were shared at these 
meals? (bread, fish, wine)  

4. Introduce today's Gospel. Say: This week's Gospel reading tells about another meal 
that Jesus shared with his friends. This meal was shared after Jesus' Resurrection. 
Let's listen to the story of this meal.  

5. Invite one or more volunteers to read aloud today's Gospel, John 21:1-19.  
6. Ask: What were the disciples doing when Jesus called to them? (fishing) What 

happened when Jesus told them to toss their nets on the right side of the boat? 
(They caught a large number of fish.) What do the disciples see on the fire when they 
bring in the fish they have caught? (fish and bread)  

7. Say: That morning on the shore, Jesus fed his disciples. Jesus feeds us, too. What 
do we call the meal in which Jesus feeds us? (the Eucharist) What food do we find 
at this meal? (bread and wine that have become the Body and Blood of Christ)  
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8. Say: The Eucharist is the meal in which Jesus feeds us with his Body and Blood. 
When we eat the Body and Blood of Christ, we become one with Jesus. Jesus 
helps us grow in body, in soul, and in love.  

9. Conclude by thanking Jesus for giving us the Eucharist. Conclude by praying together 
the Lord's Prayer. 
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Fourth Sunday of Easter, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 13:14,43-52 
Paul and Barnabas preach the good news among the Gentiles and are expelled by the Jews. 

Psalm 
Psalm 100:1-2,3,5 
A song in praise of God who shepherds us. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 7:9,14b-17 
John describes his vision of the praises that the holy ones sing to the Lamb. 

Gospel 
John 10:27-30 
Jesus describes his care for his sheep. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
The fourth Sunday of Easter is also called Good Shepherd Sunday. In each of the three 
lectionary cycles, the Gospel is taken from the tenth chapter of the Gospel of John. This chapter 
of John's Gospel follows Jesus' healing of the man born blind and the rejection of this miracle by 
Jewish leaders who question Jesus' authority to heal. Jesus responds to this challenge to his 
authority by calling himself the Good Shepherd. He is criticizing the Pharisees and other Jewish 
leaders. Already, the Pharisees and other Jewish leaders are so angered that they attempt to 
stone and arrest Jesus (see John 10:31 and 10:39). This controversy with the religious leaders 
continues until Jesus' death. 
 
Set in a moment of tension and conflict in John's Gospel, today's Gospel reading is Jesus' 
answer to the question, “Are you the Messiah?” Jesus responds by saying, in essence, “If you 
have to ask, then you are not one of my sheep.” Then Jesus asserts his unity with the Father. At 
the conclusion of these words, John reports that the Jews intend to stone Jesus for blasphemy,  
but he escapes arrest. 
 
 
We may be less familiar with the metaphors of sheep and shepherd than those to whom Jesus 
spoke. The image of Jesus as Good Shepherd and the community of followers as his sheep has 
endured over the centuries as a primary image in our faith tradition. Its power to describe the 
relationship between Jesus and his followers transcends direct experience with sheep. The 
image speaks to us about the protection, security, and care that shepherds represent for their 
sheep.  
 
Today's Gospel speaks powerfully about the familiarity and intimacy between Jesus and his 
disciples, expressed as recognizing and knowing another's voice. Today's Gospel also speaks to 
the relationship between Jesus and the Father. In the Gospel of John, Jesus identifies so closely 
with the Father that he tells us that they are one—not just close, but actually one. To know Jesus 
is to know the Father. Jesus doesn't just bring us closer to the Father, Jesus puts us directly into 
contact with God the Father, removing all distance between us. Our relationship with Jesus is an 
invitation to share in the life of God. 

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 805: The Church is the Body of Christ. Through the Spirit and his action in the 
sacraments, above all the Eucharist, Christ, who once was dead and is now 
risen, establishes the community of believers as his own Body. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Older children use their lived experience to learn about the divine. In their capacity to know one 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts13.htm#v14
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm100.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation7.htm#v9
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v27
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v31
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v39
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another well we can invite them to consider the relationship between Jesus and those of us who 
are his followers. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Play this guessing game. Ask the children to put their heads down on their desk, eyes 
covered. When all eyes are covered, choose one volunteer to speak aloud. Ask the rest 
of the group to guess the name of the speaker. Play the game several times so a number 
of voices are identified.  

2. Say: Was it easy or difficult to identify the voices you heard? We have to know a 
person pretty well to be able to recognize her voice without seeing her.  

3. Say: This is what Jesus describes in today's Gospel, his close relationship with his 
followers. Let's listen carefully to this Gospel.  

4. Invite one or more volunteers to read aloud today's Gospel, John 10:27-30.  
5. Ask: How does Jesus describe the relationship he has with his sheep? (The sheep 

hear Jesus' voice and follow him; Jesus knows his sheep.) What does Jesus do for his 
sheep? (He protects them, and he gives them eternal life.) How does Jesus describe 
his relationship with the Father? (They are one.)  

6. Say: We are Jesus' followers; we are the sheep he is talking about in today's 
Gospel. Jesus knows us as well as our family and our best friends. When we share 
eternal life, we will be closer to God as well. We will see God as he is and share 
fully in the life of God.  

7. Pray together that you will all one day share fully in the life of God. Pray together the Act 
of Hope. 

Act of Hope 
O my God, relying on your infinite mercy and promises, I hope to obtain pardon of my sins, the 
help of your grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, my Lord and 
Redeemer.  
Amen. 
 
  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-hope.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-hope.htm
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Fifth Sunday of Easter, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 14:21-27 
Paul and Barnabas proclaim the good news in many places. 

Psalm 
Psalm 145:8-9,10-11,12-13 
A song of praise to God. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 21:1-5a 
John describes his vision of a new heaven and a new earth. 

Gospel 
John 13:31-33a,34-35 
Jesus gives his disciples a new commandment: love one another. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
Today's Gospel again comes from the Gospel of John. Like last week, today we hear words 
spoken by Jesus before his death and Resurrection. Jesus is teaching at the Last Supper. 
 
John's Gospel does not include an institution of the Eucharist narrative; instead, Jesus washes 
his disciples' feet. Immediately after, Jesus predicts his betrayal by Judas. Today's Gospel 
follows that prediction. It can be read as a continuing explanation of Jesus' act of washing his 
disciples' feet. It begins with the announcement that this is the moment when the Son of Man will 
be glorified. This theme continues throughout John's Passion. Jesus will be glorified in his death 
on the cross and in his Resurrection, and the disciples will glorify Jesus in the love they show.  
 
John's Gospel does not present a sentimental view of love. This is a type of love that is shown in 
service and sacrifice. It is difficult to choose to love when faced with hatred and anger. Jesus tells 
the disciples that all will know that they are his disciples because of the love they show for one 
another. This description of the early Christian community will be repeated in the Acts of the 
Apostles: “See how they love one another.” Christian love is the hallmark of Christianity. We see 
it lived in the witness of the martyrs. We see it in the example of the lives of the saints. We see it 
in the holy women and men who live and love daily, making small and large sacrifices for others. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 733:  God is Love" and love is his first gift, containing all others. "God's love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us." 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children learn by example. Jesus not only talked about love, he gave us his life as an example to 
show us how to love. 

Materials Needed  

 Origami cup  
 Water  
 Several pieces of square paper 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Show an origami cup and pour water into the cup to demonstrate that it can actually hold 
water. Then show a piece of square paper. Ask: Which would be easier: to tell you 
how to make this cup or to show you how? (to show)  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts14.htm#v21
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm145.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation21.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john13.htm#v31
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2. Then show the children how to make an origami cup, demonstrating and helping them as 
you give the directions. Tell them to fold a square sheet of paper in half to form a triangle. 
Have them place the triangles on their desks with the fold facing them. Tell them to bring 
the left and right points of the triangle to the middle of the opposite sides and crease 
them. This will produce a five-sided figure with the bottom being shorter in length than the 
sides. Fold the top points down on the front and back to form the cup. Squeeze the sides 
of the figure to open the cup.  

3. Say: Now that you know how to make a cup, maybe someday you'll be able to 
teach someone else and perhaps make one for a small child who doesn't know 
how to sip water from a drinking fountain. If I had only told you how to make a cup 
and hadn't shown you how, it would have been difficult for you to learn.  

4. Say: That's why Jesus didn't just tell us how to love, he showed us. The Gospel 
this week tells us that before Jesus died, he told his friends to love one another 
the way he had shown them how to love. He had just washed his disciples' feet at 
the Last Supper. This is what Jesus said.  

5. Invite one or more volunteers to read aloud today's Gospel, John 13:31-33a,34-35.  
6. Ask: How had Jesus shown love to his disciples? (He washed their feet.) How did 

Jesus say that people would recognize his disciples? (by their love for one another) 
What did Jesus do after this Last Supper to show love? (He died on the cross.)  

7. Say: When you followed the example and directions I gave, you were able to make 
a cup. When you follow Jesus' example and words, you become a disciple and are 
able to make a different, more loving world.  

8. Pray together the Act of Love. 

Act of Love 
O my God, I love you above all things with my whole heart and soul, because you are all good 
and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of you. I forgive all who have 
injured me and I ask pardon of those whom I have injured.  
Amen. 
 
 

  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-love.htm
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The Ascension of our Lord needs to be included in the session above.  The material below 
may assist. 

 
The Ascension of the Lord, Cycle C  
 
Activities in Preparation for This Day in the Liturgical Year 
 
First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 
Jesus is taken up to heaven in the presence of the Apostles. 

Psalm 
Psalm 47:2-3,6-9 
Sing praise to God as he mounts his throne. 

Second Reading 
Ephesians 1:17-23 or Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23 
God raised Jesus from the dead and seated him at his right hand. 

Gospel 
Luke 24:46-53 
Jesus is taken to heaven and the disciples remain in Jerusalem awaiting his sending of the Spirit. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
Today is our liturgical celebration of the Ascension of the Lord, when Jesus was taken to heaven 
on the 40th day after Easter. In Cycle C, our Gospel is taken from the conclusion of the Gospel of 
Luke.  
 
There are similarities in the reports of Jesus' Ascension found in the Synoptic Gospels—Mark, 
Matthew, and Luke. In each account, Jesus assigns his disciples the task of proclaiming the 
Gospel to the entire world. There are also notable distinctions. In the Gospels of Mark and 
Matthew, the disciples are sent by Jesus to baptize as well as to preach. In Luke's Gospel, 
however, this commission to baptize is absent. Instead, Jesus directs the disciples to return to 
Jerusalem to await the fulfillment of his promise to send them the Holy Spirit. Curiously, only 
Mark and Luke actually report Jesus' Ascension into heaven. Matthew's Gospel concludes with 
Jesus' promise to remain with his disciples forever. Only the Gospel of Mark notes that Jesus 
ascended to sit at the right hand of God. In noting this, Mark teaches that Jesus' Ascension 
affirms the glory Jesus received from God after his death and Resurrection. 
 
Those who believe in Jesus will be empowered to do what Jesus himself has done. Already in 
Mark's Gospel, during his ministry, Jesus sent his disciples out to preach, to heal, and to drive 
out unclean spirits. Now, they are sent again to do these things and more. From his place with 
God in heaven, Jesus helped his disciples, and he continues to help us as we try to live as his 
followers. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 659:  "So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into 

heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God." Christ's body was glorified 
at the moment of his Resurrection, as proved by the new and supernatural 
properties it subsequently and permanently enjoys. But during the forty 
days when he eats and drinks familiarly with his disciples and teaches them 
about the kingdom, his glory remains veiled under the appearance of 
ordinary humanity. Jesus' final apparition ends with the irreversible entry of 
his humanity into divine glory, symbolized by the cloud and by heaven, 
where he is seated from that time forward at God's right hand. Only in a 
wholly exceptional and unique way would Jesus show himself to Paul "as 
to one untimely born", in a last apparition that established him as an 
apostle. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts1.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm47.htm#v2
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/ephesians/ephesians1.htm#v17
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/hebrews/hebrews9.htm#v24
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/hebrews/hebrews10.htm#v19
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke24.htm#v46
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Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
The Ascension of Jesus marks the definitive entrance of Jesus' humanity into God's presence, 
where he sits at God's right hand. From there he will come to judge us all at the end of time. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Ask the young people to think about a time when they called upon another person who 
they believed had more knowledge and/or power to help them. Perhaps they have asked 
a parent to help resolve a conflict with a sibling or asked a teacher for help to resolve a 
classroom matter.  

2. Say: As we mature, we are able to do many more things on our own. But each of 
us, every now and then, requires a little extra assistance from someone who has 
more knowledge and power than we have. In some ways, we can think about the 
assistance that we receive from Jesus in this way. This is one of the things we 
remember as we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension.  

3. Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, we hear the instructions that Jesus gave to his 
disciples before he was taken up to heaven. Let's listen carefully to this Gospel. 
Invite one or more volunteers to read Luke 24:46-53.  

4. Ask: What instructions does Jesus give to his disciples? (Preach repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins to all nations, be witnesses, and remain in the city until they are 
clothed with power from on high.)  

5. Ask: What do you think Jesus was talking about when he told the disciples that 
they would be clothed with power from on high? (They will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.) Say: Forty days after his Resurrection, Jesus ascended into heaven. We 
certainly have a very powerful ally in Jesus. If we ask him, he will help us to follow 
his example.  

6. Conclude by praying that we will remember to call upon Jesus to help us as we try to 
follow his example. Pray together the Apostles' Creed. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 15:1-2,22-29 
The early Church community determines, with the help of the Holy Spirit, not to impose the 
requirement of circumcision on Gentile Christians. 

Psalm 
Psalm 67:2-3,5,6,8 
A prayer that all the nations sing praise to God. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 21:10-14,22-23 
The vision of the splendor of the heavenly Jerusalem is described. 

Gospel 
John 14:23-29 
Jesus promises his disciples that the Father will send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
This portion of John's Gospel comes near the end of the first of four chapters that make up 
Jesus' long farewell discourse at the Last Supper. This section of chapter 14 actually sums up 
the themes of the opening of the discourse: the Christian's life is not shaped by Jesus' absence 
but by God's abiding presence; God's presence overcomes anxiety about God's absence; and 
the present holds in it the seeds of a fresh future shaped by love, not fear. 
These verses also contain a glimpse of some of the other themes of the farewell discourse: 
Jesus' relationship with the Father and the disciples' relationship to Jesus connect the disciples 
to the Father as well. Jesus promises to send an Advocate or intercessor who will remind the 
disciples of everything that Jesus taught them and bring them peace.  
 
Jesus is preparing his disciples in advance for his absence so that they will continue to believe in 
him and not feel all alone after his return to the Father. After the initial excitement of his Easter 
appearances, Jesus will remain with his followers in a very different way throughout the 
centuries. 
 
As our celebration of the Easter season is coming to an end, the liturgy reminds us that Jesus 
remains with us through the Holy Spirit, who teaches us everything we need to know, reminds us 
of all that Jesus taught, and brings us peace. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 729: Only when the hour has arrived for his glorification does Jesus promise the 

coming of the Holy Spirit, since his Death and Resurrection will fulfill the 
promise made to the fathers. The Spirit of truth, the other Paraclete, will be 
given by the Father in answer to Jesus' prayer; he will be sent by the Father 
in Jesus' name; and Jesus will send him from the Father's side, since he 
comes from the Father. The Holy Spirit will come and we shall know him; he 
will be with us for ever; he will remain with us. The Spirit will teach us 
everything, remind us of all that Christ said to us and bear witness to him. 
The Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth and will glorify Christ. He will prove 
the world wrong about sin, righteousness, and judgment. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
When touring a place of interest that we are not familiar with, it is helpful to have a guide who can 
help us to get the most out of our tour. Jesus gives us his Holy Spirit to help us and guide us 
during our journey of life. 
 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts15.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm67.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation21.htm#v10
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts14.htm#v23
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Ask if any of the children have gone on a trip that included a tour guide (for example: to a 
museum, a national park, or a foreign country). Invite volunteers to share their 
experiences.  

2. Ask: Why is it helpful to have a tour guide? (to help us understand what we are seeing 
and to guide us along the way)  

3. Say: Jesus knew that we are in need of guidance in our lives, so he promised to 
send his Holy Spirit.  

4. Invite one or more volunteers to read aloud today's Gospel, John 14:23-29.  
5. Ask: What title does Jesus use when referring to his Holy Spirit? (Advocate)  
6. Explain that an advocate is a helper. Say: Jesus gives us his Holy Spirit to be our 

advocate—our guide—so that we do not get lost on our journey to heaven.  
7. Tell the children that we can benefit from the guidance of the Holy Spirit through prayer. 

Encourage them to pray often to the Holy Spirit for help and guidance.  
8. Conclude by praying together the Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth.  
 
Lord,  
by the light of the Holy Spirit  
you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 
In the same Spirit  
help us to relish what is right  
and always rejoice in your consolation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
  

http://www.loyolapress.com/prayer-to-the-holy-spirit.htm
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Seventh Sunday of Easter, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 7:55-60 
Stephen is martyred as Saul looks on. 

Psalm 
Psalm 97:1-2,6-7,9 
The Lord is king over all the earth. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

Gospel 
John 17:20-26 
Jesus prays for his disciples. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
On the seventh Sunday of Easter, we always read from the 17th chapter of John's Gospel. This 
chapter of John's Gospel comes at the conclusion of Jesus' Farewell Discourse delivered to the 
disciples at the Last Supper. The whole of this chapter is a prayer of Jesus, commending himself 
to the Father and expressing his care and concern for his disciples. At the end of this prayer, 
Jesus and his disciples depart for the garden, and Jesus is arrested. 
 
Several important themes appear in this prayer of Jesus. First, Jesus' prayer reaffirms the 
complete union between Jesus and the Father. Throughout John's Gospel, Jesus has been 
presented as the one who pre-existed with the Father and as the one sent by the Father to do his 
work on earth. In today's reading, we hear Jesus ask that the unity he experiences with the 
Father be extended to all who believe in him. He prays that we be one with each other, with him, 
and with the Father. We are reminded that Christ is the source of Christian unity. Through Christ, 
we are united with one another and with God our Father. 
. 
Belief is a major theme in the Gospel of John. It begins in the prologue and continues in the 
response to Jesus' signs. Belief is the reason Jesus performs signs (2:11, 4:53, 6:69, 9:38) and 
the reason signs have been recorded in the Gospel (20:30-31). Here Jesus prays not only for 
those who believe in him but for all who will come to believe in him. And he prays that the love of 
the Father in him may also be in all who believe so that Jesus might be in them as well. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1077: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 

us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. He destined us before him in love to be his sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of 
his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved." 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Older children are beginning to be influenced by peer pressure and the desire to be popular. We 
can help them through this natural part of adolescent development by teaching them that as 
Christians we value friendship with God more than being popular in the eyes of the world. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Ask: What are some things that young people do to try to be popular with their 
peers? (wearing particular clothes, imitating certain behaviors, and talking in a particular 
way) Why do people want to be popular? (Accept all reasonable answers.)  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts7.htm#v55
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm97.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation22.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts17.htm#v20
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john2.htm#v11
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john4.htm#v53
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john6.htm#v69
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john9.htm#v38
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john20.htm#v30
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2. Say: Many young people, and even many adults, do things to try to make 
themselves popular with others. Most people do this because they want to be liked 
and accepted by a lot of people. In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus prays for his 
disciples, but he doesn't pray that people will like them. He prays for something 
more important. Let's listen carefully to see if we can identify what Jesus asks for 
from God for his disciples.  

3. Invite one or more volunteers to read this Sunday's Gospel, John 17:20-26.  
4. Ask: What does Jesus pray for when he prays for his disciples? (that they will all be 

one in him) What does Jesus think is more important than being popular in the eyes 
of the world? (their unity with one another and with God)  

5. Say: Sometimes we may face a choice between something that we know will make 
us accepted by others and something we know to be right in God's eyes. When 
faced with such a choice, we can pray to Jesus to help us choose what will keep 
us united with God and the community of disciples, the Church.  

6. Conclude in prayer together that God will continue to protect us from all things that lead 
us away from God and the Church. Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 
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Pentecost Sunday, Cycle C  

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 
The Holy Spirit descends upon the Apostles gathered in Jerusalem. 

Psalm 
Psalm 104:1,24,29-31,34 
God's Spirit renews the earth. 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13 or Romans 8:8-17 
We are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Gospel 
John 20:19-23 
Jesus appears to his disciples and gives them the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
The season of Easter concludes with today's celebration, the feast of Pentecost. On Pentecost 
we celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles gathered in the upper room in 
Jerusalem; this event marks the beginning of the Church. The story of Pentecost is found in the 
Acts of the Apostles, today's first reading. The account in today's Gospel, taken from the Gospel 
of John, also recounts how Jesus gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples. There is no need 
to try to reconcile these two accounts to each other. It is enough to know that, after his death, 
Jesus fulfilled his promise to send to his disciples a helper, an advocate, who would enable them 
to be his witnesses throughout the world. 
 
We previously heard today's Gospel on the second Sunday of Easter. At that time, we also heard 
the passage that follows, which describes Jesus' appearance to Thomas. In that context, we 
were led to reflect on belief and unbelief. 
 
In the context of the feast of Pentecost, this reading reminds us about the integral connection 
between the gifts of peace and forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit. Jesus greets his 
disciples with the gift of peace. Jesus then commissions his disciples to continue the work that he 
has begun, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” As he breathes the Holy Spirit upon 
them, Jesus sends his disciples to continue his work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of 
sins. 
 
This Gospel reminds us that the Church is called to be a reconciling presence in the world. This 
reconciling presence of Christ is celebrated in the Church's sacramental life. In the Sacrament of 
Baptism, we are washed clean from sin and become a new creation in Christ. In the Sacrament 
of Penance, the Church celebrates the mercy of God in forgiving sins. This reconciling presence 
is also to be a way of life for Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be agents of peace and 
harmony among people. 
 
Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 731:  On the day of Pentecost when the seven weeks of Easter had come to an 

end, Christ's Passover is fulfilled in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
manifested, given, and communicated as a divine person: of his fullness, 
Christ, the Lord, pours out the Spirit in abundance. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Young people are aware of, sensitive to, and sometimes even a part of situations of conflict. As 
we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, our Gospel reminds us that this same Holy 
Spirit helps us to be agents of God's peace and forgiveness in the world. 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts2.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm104.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1corinthians/1corinthians12.htm#3
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/romans/romans8.htm#v8
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john20.htm#v19
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Materials Needed  

 None 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Ask the group to name some situations in which greater peace is needed. These 
situations could be world or national current events, historical events, or things from 
school or family life.  

2. Invite the group to choose one of the situations named. For this situation, help the group 
to identify some of the issues involved in this conflict. Ask questions such as, Why is 
peace lacking in this situation? What are some of the issues being contested? 
What would it take to restore peace in this situation?  

3. Say: When Jesus appeared to his disciples after his Resurrection from the dead, 
his first words to them were a greeting of peace. This was welcome news to the 
disciples. Let's listen to today's Gospel to find out why this was such welcome 
news to the disciples.  

4. Invite one or more volunteers to read today's Gospel, John 20:19-23.  
5. Ask: Why might Jesus' greeting of peace have been so welcome to his disciples? 

(They were gathered in the upper room in fear; they had witnessed Jesus' death on the 
Cross). Say: As witnesses to Jesus' death, Jesus' disciples had been very much a 
part of a situation of conflict. They gathered together in fear, perhaps because they 
thought that some people would seek their deaths as well. They very much needed 
to hear Jesus' words of peace and reassurance.  

6. Say: The feast of Pentecost celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus' 
first disciples. This same Holy Spirit is still with us. After breathing upon them and 
giving them the gift of the Holy Spirit, what does Jesus tell his disciples to do? (to 
forgive sins)  

7. Say: Just as Jesus sent his disciples to forgive the sins of others, so too we are 
sent to bring peace to the world. We also have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to help us with this task.  

8. Say: Looking back at the situation of conflict we talked about at the beginning, 
what might the Holy Spirit lead us to do to help bring peace to this situation of 
conflict? (Accept all reasonable answers. If appropriate, make a choice to do one of 
these actions as a group.)  

9. Conclude by praying together that the Holy Spirit will continue to work through us to bring 
peace to the world. Pray together today's psalm, or The Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth.  
 
Lord,  
by the light of the Holy Spirit  
you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 
In the same Spirit  
help us to relish what is right  
and always rejoice in your consolation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, Cycle C  

First Reading 
Proverbs 8:22-31 
Wisdom was born before the earth was made. 

Psalm 
Psalm 8:4-9 
O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth! 

Second Reading 
Romans 5:1-5 
We boast of our afflictions. 

Gospel 
John 16:12-15 
Whatever the Father has is mine. The Spirit of truth will guide us. 

Background on the Gospel 

This week we return to the liturgical season of Ordinary Time. This Sunday and next Sunday, 
however, are designated as solemnities, special days that call our attention to central mysteries 
of our faith. Today, on the first Sunday after Pentecost, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most 
Holy Trinity. This feast invites us to consider what we believe about God, who has revealed 
himself to us in the Trinity—one God in three persons.  
 
The verses of today's Gospel come near the end of Jesus' long discourse at the Last Supper. In 
the early part of this discourse, as we saw last week on Pentecost, Jesus offers assurances to 
the disciples. Even though he must leave the disciples, he tells them that they will have a future 
because of the help he will send them in the Holy Spirit. In this section he focuses more on the 
shape of the future, which will include Jesus' victory over the world that they will share in. The 
disciples of Jesus cannot know the future. They can only know that, whatever shape the future 
takes, they will not have to face it alone. They have the Spirit of Truth, who will continue to 
provide the teaching of Jesus in the future.  
 
Reading this passage on Trinity Sunday reinforces our understanding of the unity shared by the 
members of the Trinity. Although the idea of one God in three persons remains a mystery, we 
have the assurance that, as Jesus and the Father share all, Jesus and the Spirit share all. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 253:  The Trinity is One. We do not confess three Gods, but one God in three 

persons, the "consubstantial Trinity". The divine persons do not share the 
one divinity among themselves but each of them is God whole and entire: 
"The Father is that which the Son is, the Son that which the Father is, the 
Father and the Son that which the Holy Spirit is, i.e. by nature one God." In 
the words of the Fourth Lateran Council (1215), "Each of the persons is that 
supreme reality, viz., the divine substance, essence or nature." 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is just one more sign of the Father's great love. Jesus longs for his 
disciples to know that, even though he is leaving them physically, they will not be alone. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Invite the children to imagine that they are running a campaign for a political office of their 
choice: mayor, senator, representative, governor, or president.  
2. Tell them that campaigns are based on promises made to voters.  
3. Invite them to identify what they would include in their campaign promises.  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/proverbs/proverb8.htm#v22
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http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/romans/romans5.htm
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4. Allow a few minutes for them to complete their brainstorming and then ask volunteers to share 
their promises.  
5. Tell the children that, in this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus makes a promise to his disciples.  
6. Invite a volunteer to read aloud John 16:12-15  
7. Ask: What does Jesus promise to his disciples? (that the Holy Spirit will guide us)  
8. Tell the children that, by praying the Sign of the Cross, we can remind ourselves that Jesus 
fulfilled this promise and, with his Father, sent the Holy Spirit to guide us.  
9. Conclude by praying the Sign of the Cross slowly and prayerfully. 
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The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, Cycle C  

First Reading 
Genesis 14:18-20 
Melchizedek, king of Salem, blessed Abram. 

Psalm 
Psalm 110:1-4 
You are a priest forever, in the line of Melchizedek. 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he 
comes. 

Gospel 
Luke 9:11b-17 
They all ate and were satisfied. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
Today, the second Sunday after Pentecost, we celebrate a second solemnity, which marks our 
return to Ordinary Time. Today is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. At 
one time, this day was called Corpus Christi, Latin for “the Body of Christ.” In the most recent 
revision of the liturgy, the name for this day is expanded to be a more complete reflection of our 
Eucharistic theology. 
 
The feeding of the 5,000 is the only one of Jesus' miracles to appear in all four Gospels. Luke 
places it between Herod's question, “Who is this about whom I hear such things?” and Peter's 
response to Jesus' question about who he thought Jesus was: “You are the Messiah of God.” In 
Luke the feeding is not the result of Jesus' compassion for the crowd but is instigated by the 
disciples. They wanted Jesus to send the crowd away to town. Instead Jesus tells the disciples to 
give them some food on their own.  
 
The passage is meant to remind us of two feedings in the Old Testament: the feeding of the 
Israelites in the desert and Elisha's feeding of 100 people with 20 loaves in 2 Kings 4:42-44. It is 
also connected to the institution of the Eucharist. As in the Last Supper accounts in Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke and in Paul's account in 1 Corinthians 11:23-24, Jesus takes bread, looks up to 
heaven, blesses the bread, breaks it, and then gives it to the disciples. In using this exact 
language, Luke is reminding his readers that in this miracle Jesus is doing more than feeding 
hungry people as God did for the Israelites and the prophet Elisha did as well. The bread he 
gives is his body, which he will continue to give as often as the community breaks bread in 
remembrance of him in the Eucharist. 

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 1323: "At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, our Savior instituted the 
Eucharistic sacrifice of his Body and Blood. This he did in order to 
perpetuate the sacrifice of the cross throughout the ages until he should 
come again, and so to entrust to his beloved Spouse, the Church, a 
memorial of his death and resurrection: a sacrament of love, a sign of unity, 
a bond of charity, a Paschal banquet 'in which Christ is consumed, the 
mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us.'" 

Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Young people of this age are very familiar with the concept of fast food, which does not 
necessitate eating with others and the sharing that takes place at a meal. The Eucharist is a 
meal that nourishes our spiritual hunger. 
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Ask the young people what food they would order at this very moment if they had the 
chance.  

2. Invite volunteers to share what they are hungry for.  
3. Explain that the human body needs energy and that we have detectors in our brains that 

keep track of our energy supply. When the energy levels get low, these detectors send 
out a signal letting us know that we are hungry and that we need to replenish our energy. 

4. Tell the young people that we use the word hunger to describe needs that human beings 
have other than food.  

5. Arrange the young people in groups of thee or four and have them brainstorm a list of 
spiritual, emotional, and psychological things that human beings can be hungry for or in 
need of. Some examples include compassion, forgiveness, friendship, affirmation, and so 
on.  

6. After a few minutes, invite the groups to report as you record their ideas on the board. 
Say: Just as our bodies require the proper nourishment for energy, we also need 
the proper nourishment for emotional and spiritual needs or hungers. 

7. Ask whether anyone knows what we have for our spiritual nourishment. (the Eucharist)  
8. Explain that, on the feast of the Body and Blood of Jesus, we give thanks for the meal of 

the Eucharist.  
9. Invite volunteers to read aloud this Sunday's Gospel, Luke 9:11b-17.  
10. Ask: How much food was left over after the meal? (12 baskets)  
11. Say: The Gospel is teaching us that, with Jesus, there is more than enough 

spiritual nourishment to go around. Jesus can satisfy our spiritual hungers, and 
we can always go back to him for more.  

12. Conclude by praying the words we pray before coming forward to receive the Eucharist 
at Mass: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say 
the word, and my soul shall be healed.  
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Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 

Note to Catechist: 
 
The Loyola Press Sunday Connection material excludes the tenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time.  We have therefore provided a reflection on the Gospel taken from God’s Word 
2013.  Activities have been sourced and are provided below. 
 

 
First Reading 
1 Kings 17:17-24 
“See your son lives.”  
  
Psalm 
Psalm 30:1&3.4.5.10-11a&12b 
“I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me.” 
  
Second Reading 
Galatians 1:11-19  
“God was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles.”  
  
Gospel Reading 
Luke 7:11-17 
“Young man I say to you, arise.” 
 
Reflection on the Gospel 
 
Being a widow is difficult at any age, more so was in the days of Elijah and Jesus. These women 
in today’s Scripture readings had lost both their husbands and their only sons. Apart from the 
painful experience of the loss of their beloved ones, they had to deal with a society that 
considered women virtually non-existent, with no job opportunities and social security. All their 
dreams, expectations and hopes about their sons were all over with their death. Yes, only those 
who have lost their husbands and children can really understand the painful feelings of these 
widows. 
 
Loss is always a painful experience for all people. This story of the widow of Nain is not only a 
story of the compassion of Jesus for the emotional and mental sufferings of people; it is also a 
revelation of God’s relationship with all of us. Jesus comes upon this sad scene; He is moved 
with pity and extends his hands to touch the bier which would have made a Jew ritually unclean. 
But moved with compassion Jesus took the initiative to reach out and to touch, and then uttered 
a command: “Young man, I tell you: get up.” Then the impossible became possible. Life returned 
to the man and the son is returned to his mother. Once again dreams are coming true; 
hopelessness is banished, meaning regained and there is a new purpose in life. Jesus, the 
source of love, life and hope, will one day do for us what he did for this young man. There will 
come a day when the Son of God will command us to “get up” and then we shall rise from the 
grave.    
 
Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1002: Christ will raise us up "on the last day"; but it is also true that, in a certain 

way, we have already risen with Christ. For, by virtue of the Holy Spirit, 
Christian life is already now on earth a participation in the death and 
Resurrection of Christ:  

 
And you were buried with him in Baptism, in which you were also raised 
with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 
. . . If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
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Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Compassion is not just a feeling, it is an action.   
 
Materials Needed 
 

 Worksheet  (provided) 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Read aloud Luke 7:11-17 
2. Ask:  “How did Jesus feel, when he saw the dead man being carried out?”  (He felt 

sorry / sad) 
3. Say: “Another way of describing how Jesus felt, is compassion” 
4. Ask: “Have any of you ever heard that word before?”   
5. Say: “Compassion means feeling what others are feeling – especially when they 

are feeling pain or sadness. When we act with compassion, we show kindness. We 
show understanding. We try to make others feel better. We put others before 
ourselves” 

6. Say: “Jesus didn’t just feel sorry and walk away, did He?”  
7. Ask: “What did He do”  (He raised the young man from the dead) 
8. Say:  “This means that feeling sorry for someone isn’t enough – we have to do 

something. 
9. Ask: “If a boy or girl comes to school every day without lunch, would you feel sorry 

for them? 
10. Ask: “What could you do to help them?”  (Share lunch, ask Mom or Dad to make an 

extra sandwich) 
11. Say: “This means when we have compassion we do something to try and help the 

person who is sad or in pain. 
12. Hand out the word activity to reinforce the meaning of compassion.  

(Activity from www.childrenscharterforcompassion.com) 

13. Conclude by praying: 
 
A prayer of compassion from Blessed Mother Teresa: 
Lord, open our eyes 
that we may see you in our brothers and sisters. 
Lord, open our ears 
that we may hear the cries of the hungry, 
the cold, the frightened, the oppressed. 
Lord, open our hearts 
that we may love each other as you love us. 
Renew in us your spirit. 
Lord, free us and make us one. 
Amen 
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Fill in the missing letters to make words of compassion.  
Then write the missing letters below. Unscramble the 
letters to find the secret message.  
 
U N D __ R S T __ __ D __ N G 
 
E Q U __ L __ T Y 
 
R E S P __ N __ I B I L I __ Y 
 
R E __ __ E __ T 
 
S Y __ P __ T H Y 
 
W E L C __ __ E 
 
Unscramble: 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
 
Secret Message: 
 
__    __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
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Worksheet answers for Catechist use only 
 

 
U N D E R S T A N D I N G 
 
E Q U A L I T Y 
 
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y 
 
R E S P E C T 
 
S Y M P A T H Y 
 
W E L C O M E 
 
Unscramble: 
E A N I A I O S T S P C M A O M 
 
 
Secret Message: 
I AM COMPASSIONATE 
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Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C  

First Reading 
2 Samuel 12:7-10,13 
God's judgment on David for taking another man's wife 

Psalm 
Psalm 32, 1-2,5,7,11 
A prayer for forgiveness. 

Second Reading 
Galatians 2:16,19-21 
We are justified through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Gospel 
Luke 7:36—8:3 
A sinful woman anoints Jesus' feet. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
Today, the day after Pentecost, we return to Ordinary Time. Before Lent began at the end of 
February, we were reading Luke's version of the Sermon on the Mount, which is known as the 
Sermon on the Plain. Today's Gospel passage is taken from the following chapter of Luke's 
Gospel. The concern of this chapter, as well as in Chapters 8 and 9, is Jesus' identity as the 
Messiah, one who is greater than a prophet. Throughout the chapter Jesus has been performing 
miracles similar to those done by Old Testament prophets. When John the Baptist sent some of 
his disciples to Jesus to ask who he was, Jesus listed the miracles they had seen him perform 
and then compared himself with John the Baptist to show that he was greater than John. 
 
In today's Gospel Jesus sits down to eat a meal at the house of Simon, a Pharisee. A sinful 
woman approaches him, falls to her knees, wets his feet with her tears, dries them with her hair, 
and then anoints them with oil. A similar scene occurs in the other three Gospels, but in those 
versions the anointing takes place in Bethany, near Jerusalem, before Passover. In the other 
three Gospels, this anointing is related to his being proclaimed king by the crowds when he 
entered Jerusalem. It also related to his being anointed as a preparation for his burial. In Luke, 
the anointing takes place north, in Galilee, early in his ministry.  
 
Simon the Pharisee challenges Jesus, telling him that a prophet would surely know that a sinful 
person was touching him. Jesus responds by telling a story about the true nature of forgiveness. 
Two men owe money. One owes an amount that would equal 500 days' wages. The other owes 
50 days' wages. Yet the moneylender forgives the debt of both when they ask him. Simon is 
forced to admit that the one who had the bigger debt canceled probably loves the moneylender 
more.  
 
After telling the story, Jesus turns to the woman and tells her that her sins are forgiven. In this 
scene we see that Jesus does more than heal physical ailments, as prophets of the past had 
done. He also forgives sins. This leaves the crowd to ask, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
This question is answered in Chapter 9 by Peter when he professes that Jesus is the Messiah 
and at the Transfiguration when the voice from heaven declares, “This is my chosen Son.” 
 
Today's reading ends with the first three verses of Chapter 8. At first they may seem 
unconnected to the scene that has come before. But they serve to show Jesus' ministry 
beginning to move from one town and village to another, proclaiming the Kingdom of God, until 
he eventually arrives in Jerusalem. He is accompanied not just by the Twelve but by a group of 
women, three of whom Luke names. It is significant that they are linked with the Twelve, and they 
seem to be equally important to Jesus' ministry. It is the women who provide for the needs of 
these travelers out of their own resources. Although in Palestinian society women had a much 
lesser role than men, in Luke's Gospel they are shown as equals. 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2samuel/2samuel12.htm#v7
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm32.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/galatians/galatians2.htm#v16
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke7.htm#v36
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Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 1443:  During his public life Jesus not only forgave sins, but also made plain the 
effect of this forgiveness: he reintegrated forgiven sinners into the 
community of the People of God from which sin had alienated or even 
excluded them. A remarkable sign of this is the fact that Jesus receives 
sinners at his table, a gesture that expresses in an astonishing way both 
God's forgiveness and the return to the bosom of the People of God. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children at this age enjoy playing games and are familiar with the phrase “do over,” meaning that 
if you take your turn and things don't go as planned, you get to go again—a second chance. This 
image provides a simple introduction to the forgiveness of sins that Jesus offers. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Arrange the children in groups of three or four and have them write a list of what they 
consider to be the top five video games for kids their age.  

2. When they are finished, invite them to share their lists with the entire group.  
3. Invite volunteers to share how often they play video games.  
4. Tell the children that one of the reasons that people, especially young people, enjoy 

playing video games is that you always get to try again.  
5. Talk about how frustrating it would be to purchase a video game that never allowed you 

to play again if you lost the first time.  
6. Explain that second chances encourage us to try harder to improve on our previous 

attempts.  
7. Compare this to the second chances that God gives us through forgiveness of sins. Say: 

In this Sunday's Gospel, we hear a story about a woman who received another 
chance through Jesus' forgiveness of sins.  

8. Invite volunteers to read aloud Luke 7:36—8:3.  
9. Ask: What did Simon the Pharisee think about the woman who anointed Jesus' 

feet? (he thought she was a sinner, not worthy of a second chance). Jesus, however, 
offers the woman forgiveness and explains that forgiveness of sins leads to 
greater love. Today and everyday, we pray for forgiveness of our sins and for the 
grace we need to show greater love to others.  

10. Conclude by praying together the Act of Contrition, emphasizing how it is like asking for 
another chance. 

Act of Contrition 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
 
 

Catechetical sessions close for mid-year break as many families go away during these 
school holidays.  Parishes may implement a holiday club, whereby children are involved 
in faith sharing, crafts (e.g. making rosaries) or outreach.  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-contrition.htm


Page | 55  

 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Genesis 18:1-10a 
Abraham entertains three strangers and is promised a son. 

Psalm 
Psalm 15:2-5 
Those who do justice will live in the presence of the Lord. 

Second Reading 
Colossians 1:24-28 
The mystery hidden from ages past has now been revealed in Christ. 

Gospel 
Luke 10:38-42 
Jesus visits the house of Martha and Mary. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
The story of Jesus in the home of Martha and Mary complements the story of the Good 
Samaritan, which immediately precedes it in Luke's Gospel. Both stories are unique to Luke. The 
story of the Samaritan opens with the words “a certain man.” Today's reading opens with the 
words “a certain woman.” The Samaritan is an example of how a disciple should see and act. 
Mary is an example of how a disciple should listen. Mary, a woman, is a marginalized person in 
society, like the Samaritan. Both do what is not expected of them. As a woman, Mary would be 
expected, like Martha, to prepare hospitality for a guest. Here again Jesus breaks with the social 
conventions of his time. Just as a Samaritan would not be a model for neighborliness, so a 
woman would not sit with the men around the feet of a teacher. 
 
Both stories exemplify how a disciple is to fulfill the dual command which begins chapter 10—
love of God (Mary) and love of neighbor (the Samaritan). These are the two essentials of life in 
the kingdom. By using the examples of a Samaritan and a woman, however, Jesus is saying 
something more. Social codes and boundaries were strict in Jesus' time. Yet to love God with all 
one's heart and one's neighbor requires breaking those rules. The Kingdom of God is a society 
without distinctions and boundaries between its members. It is a society that requires times for 
seeing and doing and also times for listening and learning at the feet of a teacher. 
 
Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1878: All men are called to the same end: God himself. There is a certain 

resemblance between the unity of the divine persons and the fraternity that 
men are to establish among themselves in truth and love. Love of neighbor 
is inseparable from love for God. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Today's children are accustomed to women working in all professions, including politics, but they 
may not realize that until rather recently, this was not always the case. Explaining to them how 
women's roles in society have changed can help them understand the radical new role that 
Jesus was presenting to women—discipleship. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Paper and pens/pencils   
 A list of U.S. presidents 

 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/genesis/genesis18.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm15.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/colossians/colossians1.htm#v24
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke10.htm#v38


Page | 56  

 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Arrange the children in pairs and have them list as many U.S. presidents as they can 
recall.  

2. After a few minutes, invite the pairs to report their lists. Point out the pair with the longest 
list. Compare their lists to the list you brought.  

3. Ask: How many U.S. presidents have been women? (As of 2007, none have been 
women.)  

4. Say: Women did not even have the right to vote in the United States until 1920. For 
a long time, voting and politics were seen as something for men only. Gradually, 
this has been changing.  

5. Point out that the role of women is an issue in this Sunday's Gospel. Say: In Jesus' time, 
women were considered the property of men. They were expected to raise children 
and take care of the house. It was unusual for a woman to be a disciple of a 
teacher. That role was reserved for men. In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus shows us 
that when it comes to following him, men and women are equal.  

6. Invite volunteers to read aloud Luke 10:38-42.  
7. Ask: Why was Martha upset with her sister, Mary? (She thought Mary should be 

helping with the household chores.)  
8. Say: Martha was accustomed to the traditional role for women and didn't 

understand how her sister could ignore the housework and listen to Jesus' 
teaching instead. Jesus defends Mary, showing us that no one is excluded from 
becoming his follower.  

9. Explain that sometimes we exclude certain people from being our friends. Say: As 
followers of Jesus, we are called to be like him and to break down barriers that 
separate people from one another.  

10. Invite the children to pray silently, asking the Holy Spirit to help them recognize the times 
that they exclude others and for the grace to include them. 
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Genesis 18:20-32 
Abraham pleads with God to save the innocent people of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 138:1-3,6-8 
Lord, on the day I cried for help, you answered me. 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians 2:12-14 
You were buried with Christ in Baptism and also raised with him. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 11:1-13 
Jesus teaches the disciples about prayer. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Luke gives more attention to Jesus' teachings on prayer than any other Gospel writer. He also 
mentions Jesus at prayer more than the others. In today's reading, from the beginning of Chapter 
11 of his Gospel, Luke presents the core of Jesus' teaching on prayer. It consists of Jesus 
teaching a prayer to his disciples, a parable on the persistent neighbor, and assurances that God 
hears our prayers. 
 
The disciples notice Jesus praying “in a certain place.” They ask him to teach them to pray just 
as John the Baptist had taught his disciples. Jesus teaches them a simple version of the most 
famous Christian prayer, the Our Father, or the Lord's Prayer. Matthew's version shows signs of 
being shaped by public prayer. Luke's version is probably closer to the original form that Jesus 
taught. Stripped of much of the language we are used to, Luke's version seems simple and 
direct. We pray that God's name will be recognized as holy and that his rule over all will be 
established. This is followed by petitions for our needs for bread, for forgiveness, and for 
deliverance. Luke uses the more theological language of “sins” rather than “debts,” which is used 
in Matthew's version. 
 
Having taught his disciples a simple, daily prayer, Jesus goes on to reassure them that God 
answers prayers. First he tells a parable about a persistent neighbor who asks a friend for bread 
at midnight. The friend is already in bed and has no desire to disturb his family by opening the 
door. But because the neighbor is persistent, the sleeping man gets up and gives him all that he 
needs. If a neighbor is willing to help us if we are persistent enough, how could God not respond 
to our requests?  
 
This teaching concludes with the reminder that if we seek, we will get a response. If a human 
father, with all his faults, knows how to give good gifts to his children, how much more will our 
heavenly Father give us? Instead of good gifts, however, Luke substitutes the word Holy Spirit. 
This foreshadows the gift of the Holy Spirit, who is central to Luke's theology and who will play an 
important role in the growth of the early Church after Pentecost.  
 
The parable and the concluding teaching in this section should not lead us to think of prayer as a 
series of requests presented to God. Rather, as Jesus teaches in his model prayer, prayer 
consists in recognizing God's holiness and his rule over all things.  

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2799:  The Lord's Prayer brings us into communion with the Father and with his 

Son, Jesus Christ. At the same time it reveals us to ourselves  
  
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/genesis/genesis18.htm#v20
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm138.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/colossians/colossians2.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke11.htm
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Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children at this age desire to experience prayer that is focused on emotionally confusing issues 
and conflicts. Help the children know that they can find guidance during the turbulent times of 
their lives by praying the Lord's Prayer. 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 
  

1. Invite the children to suggest different ways people can communicate with each other 
today.  

2. Make a list on the board. (in person, e-mail, instant messaging, fax, snail mail, telegram, 
regular phone, cell phone, walkie-talkie, and so on)  

3. Say: When we need to reach someone, it's nice to know that they are accessible. In 
this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus teaches us that God our Father is always accessible 
and that prayer is one of the most important ways that we can communicate with 
him. Jesus even gave us the words we can use to talk to God in prayer.  

4. Invite volunteers to read aloud Luke 11:1-13.  
5. Ask: What point is Jesus making through the parable in this Sunday's Gospel? (We 

should be persistent in prayer.)  
6. Explain: Prayer is not like sitting on Santa Claus's lap and asking for what we want 

until we finally get it. Prayer is a way of striving to recognize how God is reaching 
out to us with love and responding by presenting him with our needs.  

7. Conclude by praying together the Lord's Prayer. 
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 
Vanity of vanities! All things are vanity! 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 95:1-2,6-9 
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians 3:1-5,9-11 
There is neither Greek nor Jew, but Christ is all in all. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 12:13-21 
A person's life does not consist of possessions. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In Chapter 12 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus instructs his disciples and the crowd on how to be ready 
for the coming judgment. A crowd of many thousands has gathered to hear Jesus. At first he 
speaks only to the disciples, reminding them that it is not persecution they should fear but the 
judgment that is coming for all who do not acknowledge the Son of Man. Suddenly a man in the 
crowd shouts out to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” He seems 
to have grown tired of Jesus speaking only to the disciples. Jesus offers the man no help. 
Instead he uses the question to teach what, in light of the coming judgment, life really consist of.  
 
Jesus tells the crowd a parable. A rich man's lands have yielded more crops than expected. His 
response is not to consider how he might share all the extra food with others but to wonder how 
he can possibly store it all. He has what he thinks is a brilliant idea: to tear down his present 
barns and build larger ones. Then he will have many things stored up for years of eating, 
drinking, and making merry. 
 
“You fool” is God's response to this man because that very night his life will be taken away. To 
whom will everything belong then, God asks. The rich man's world is small, just him and his 
possessions, and now he learns that he is to lose his life. What good are his possessions now? 
Jesus states the moral of the story. This is how it will be for everyone who stores up treasure for 
himself or herself but is not rich in what matters to God. 
 
Centuries later St. Gregory the Great taught that when we care for the needs of the poor, we are 
giving them what is theirs, not ours. We are not just performing works of mercy; we are paying a 
debt of justice. Life does not consist in possessions but in sharing what we possess with others. 
The goods of the earth have been given to everyone. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2551:  "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Mt 6:21). 
 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children at this age are concerned with issues of fairness and are drawn to participate in making 
things right. This Sunday's Gospel and the activity below are opportunities to help them consider 
the unfairness of hoarding wealth. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 The words to the Confiteor (“I confess to almighty God…”) written on the board or on a 
sheet of paper 
 

  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/ecclesiastes/ecclesiastes1.htm#v2
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/ecclesiastes/ecclesiastes2.htm#v21
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm95.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/colossians/colossians3.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke12.htm#v13
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Invite the children to imagine that they have each been granted a $1,000 shopping spree.  
2. Have them brainstorm how they would spend their money. Invite volunteers to share their 

wish lists with the group.  Point out that there is a difference between buying things that 
we need and buying things that we want.  

3. Mention that although it would be fun to be able to buy anything we want, there are many 
people in the world who don't have enough money to buy even what they need.  

4. Tell the children that in this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus challenges us to share the goods of 
creation with all people.  

5. Invite volunteers to read aloud Luke 12:13-21.  
6. Ask for volunteers to summarize the parable of the rich fool.  
7. Say: The rich man in the story does not seem like a bad man; in fact, he seems like 

a smart businessman. Jesus, however, points out that this man's flaw was that he 
was thinking only about himself and his own comfort and security. When we fail to 
think about the needs of others, we call that a sin of omission. Each time we go to 
Mass, we ask forgiveness for what we have done and for what we have failed to do. 
We call this prayer the Confiteor. Let's end our time by praying this prayer 
together.  

8. Pray aloud the Confiteor (“I confess to almighty God…”). 
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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Wisdom 18:6-9 
The Hebrew people awaited the salvation of the just. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 33:1,12,18-22 
Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19 
We will look for the city designed and built by God. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 12:32-48 
You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Jesus' instructions on how to be ready for the coming judgment continue in the stories and 
sayings found in today's Gospel. We are not to be like the greedy rich man in last Sunday's 
Gospel who planned to store his great harvest in barns rather than share it. We are, rather, to 
share our wealth with those in need. The antidote for the anxiety brought on by the coming 
judgment is to relinquish our possessions and provide for the needs of others. Our treasure will 
be in heaven where it will not wear out or be destroyed. 
 
The other major way to be ready for the coming judgment is to be watchful. In Luke's Gospel, 
Jesus tells a parable about watchfulness to begin making this point. We must be like servants 
waiting for the master's return from a wedding banquet, which, even now, can last for a few days 
in the Middle East. We must be watchful so that even if the master comes after midnight, we will 
be ready for him. This is what the coming of the Son of Man will be like. 
 
Peter asks if this parable is meant for the apostles or for the large crowd that has gathered to 
listen to Jesus. Without answering Peter's question, Jesus responds with another parable about 
servants awaiting the return of their master. It begins with a question: “Who, then, is the faithful 
and prudent steward whom the master will put in charge of his servants to distribute the food 
allowance at the proper time?” This parable adds to the theme of watchfulness; it explains how to 
wait and reminds us of the reward for the faithful follower at the heavenly banquet after the 
judgment. If it is addressed to the apostles, then it could also be addressed to leadership in the 
early Church. Either way, the parables reminds us that we should be found doing our jobs when 
the master arrives. If we are doing our jobs, our reward will be great. But if we relax, neglect our 
duties, and begin to act like the greedy rich man—eating, drinking, and making merry—we will 
not have a place in the kingdom. Watchfulness means living in such a consistently moral and 
obedient way that we are always ready to give an account to God of how we have lived. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2612: In Jesus "the Kingdom of God is at hand." He calls his hearers to 

conversion and faith, but also to watchfulness. In prayer the disciple keeps 
watch, attentive to Him Who Is and Him Who Comes, in memory of his first 
coming in the lowliness of the flesh, and in the hope of his second coming 
in glory. In communion with their Master, the disciples' prayer is a battle; 
only by keeping watch in prayer can one avoid falling into temptation. 
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Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children at this age are keenly aware of being included or excluded from peer groups. In the 
Parable of the Vigilant and Faithful Servants, those who are alert and vigilant will continue to be 
included in the master's favor. 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Ask the children to think of a time that they slept through an important event, such as the 
end of a movie or TV show, an important world event, or an important part of a lesson in 
school.  

2. Give an example from your own life of a time that you slept through some event of 
significance, whether a world event or something going on at home, work, or school.  

3. Invite a few volunteers to share their examples.  
4. Talk about how, if something is very important to us, we try very hard to stay awake, to 

remain alert.  
5. Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells us that it is very important for us to be 

alert. Let's see if you can figure out what Jesus wants us to be alert for.  
6. Invite volunteers to read aloud Luke 12:32-48.  
7. Ask volunteers to summarize the parable in their own words.  
8. Ask: What does Jesus want us to be alert for? (his coming, his return)  
9. Explain: Some people think that, since Jesus has saved us, all we have to do is sit 

back and wait until we go to heaven. Jesus is teaching us that he saved us so that 
we can love one another the way he loved us—selflessly. Jesus wants us to be 
alert to the needs of others so that when he returns, he will find us acting like true 
disciples. Let's pray that we will be alert to the needs of those around us so that 
when Jesus returns, he will find us loving one another with selfless love.  

10. Conclude by praying aloud the Lord's Prayer. 
 

 

This Sunday precedes the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The Catechist should 
incorporate some discussion or even prepare some Faithwork for the children to do at 
home with their families.  
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Jeremiah 38:4-6,8-10  
Jeremiah is punished for criticizing the wealthy for their corruption and their injustice to the poor. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 40:2-4,18 
A prayer for God's help 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 12:1-4 
Let us persevere in running the race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 12:49-53 
Jesus has come not only to bring peace but also division. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Having reminded the apostles and the crowd that facing the coming judgment takes patience, 
Jesus now goes on to speak of how difficult it will be to wait. He tells them that he has come to 
set the earth on fire. Recall that in chapter 3 of Luke's Gospel, John the Baptist tells the crowd 
that he is baptizing with water, but someone mightier is coming who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. The fire Jesus speaks of here is the distress caused by the coming judgment. It is 
also the fire of the Spirit that Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, will describe descending on the 
disciples on Pentecost. That fire will strengthen them to go out to the whole world to preach the 
good news of Jesus' Resurrection. 
 
Jesus will be the first to experience the distress of the coming judgment. His baptism will be the 
conflict into which he will be immersed as he approaches Jerusalem and his death on the cross. 
His followers will not be spared that distress. The angels at Jesus' birth proclaimed peace on 
earth, and Simeon, holding the baby Jesus in the Temple, said to God: “Master, now you may let 
your servant go in peace.” Here Jesus tells the crowd not to think he has come to bring peace; 
he has come to bring division. Simeon said as much when he turned to Mary and said that the 
child was destined for the rise and fall of many and to be a sign that will be contradicted. Peace 
is the ultimate end of the Kingdom of God, but peace has a price. Jesus is warning the crowd 
that wherever the Word of God is heard and acted upon, division occurs. Fathers will be divided 
against sons and mothers against daughters.  
 
The coming judgment forces us to look at the implications of our commitments. As Jesus warned 
in last Sunday's Gospel, a commitment of faith requires us to change our attitude toward material 
possessions and to take even more seriously our moral responsibilities. Here he reminds the 
crowd that those who commit to him will find it affects the way they relate to friends and family 
members. The angel who announced the birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah said John would 
go before Jesus to turn the hearts of fathers toward their children. But a commitment to Jesus 
forces us to change the way we live our lives, and this can put strains on relationships. 
 
We don't expect to hear such difficult words from Jesus in the Gospel. But it is good to be 
reminded once in a while that the decision to do the right thing, the good thing, is not always 
easy and without conflict. Jesus himself did not make easy decisions and avoid conflict. In 
today's reading, he reminds his followers to be prepared for difficult decisions and conflict as 
well. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC: 1474  The Christian who seeks to purify himself of his sin and to become holy 

with the help of God's grace is not alone. "The life of each of God's children 
is joined in Christ and through Christ in a wonderful way to the life of all the 
other Christian brethren in the supernatural unity of the Mystical Body of 
Christ, as in a single mystical person." 
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Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children at this age are keenly aware of being included and excluded from peer groups. Use this 
Sunday's Gospel as an opportunity to talk about the challenge of doing the right thing even when 
it turns out to be the “road less traveled.” 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 A copy of Robert Frost's poem “The Road Less Traveled” 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Have a volunteer read aloud the Robert Frost poem “The Road Less Traveled.”  
2. Ask the children to describe what they think the title means. (Accept all reasonable 

answers.)  
3. Ask: What is the speaker facing? (a difficult decision, a dilemma)  
4. Write the word dilemma on the board and ask volunteers to explain what the word 

means. (a choice between two seemingly equal and undesirable alternatives)  
5. Ask: What might taking "the road less traveled by" mean to kids your age? 

(choosing the less popular option, saying no to peer pressure, not always going with the 
group and so on)  

6. Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus is telling us that when we make the decision to 
follow him, we may face opposition from our peers including our family and 
friends.  

7. Invite volunteers to read aloud Luke 12:49-53  
8. Ask: What image does Jesus use to describe the difficulties we may face when 

following him? (fire) Say: Fire is very frightening because of the great harm it can 
cause. In a similar way, we can be very frightened at the prospect of going against 
the crowd and making a decision that will be unpopular.  

9. Give an example such as having a sleepover with friends on a Saturday night and telling 
them that you plan to get up early on Sunday morning to go to Mass when they want to 
sleep late. Ask the children to offer other examples.  

10. Referring back to the poem, ask: Why might taking this road end up making all the 
difference? (Accept all reasonable answers.)  

11. Say: Following Jesus, even though difficult at times, makes all the difference 
because it is the way that leads to eternal life with God!  

12. Tell the children that it is through the Holy Spirit that we receive the gift of courage 
(fortitude) that helps us to remain strong when making decisions that might be unpopular 
with others.  

13. Conclude with a spontaneous prayer asking the Holy Spirit for the gift of courage 
(fortitude). 
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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 

The last Sunday in August is Bible Sunday.  The Catechist is encouraged to highlight the 
Word of God and incorporate this celebration in this week’s session. 

 
First Reading 
Isaiah 66:18-21 
Nations of every language shall come to see my glory. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 117:1-2 
Praise the Lord, all you nations. 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 12:5-7,11-13 
Whom the Lord loves, he disciplines. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 13:22-30 
People will come from north and south, east and west, and take their place in the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Today's Gospel reading is the third of three parables in chapter 13 that deal with the theme of the 
unexpected reversals brought by the Kingdom of God. The other two parables are about the tiny 
mustard seed that grows into a large tree and the small amount of yeast that makes a large 
batch of dough rise. All three are about the few and the many and the Kingdom of God. 
 
As this parable opens, Luke reminds us that Jesus is making his way to Jerusalem. This journey, 
this exodus as Luke refers to it, makes up the entire middle of the Gospel. He is teaching as he 
goes. A question from the crowd gives Jesus the chance to make a prophetic statement. Luke 
uses this question device a number of times in his Gospel. A few weeks ago, the question “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” led to the parable of the Good Samaritan. The question about 
will only a few be saved uses typical Christian language about salvation but also expresses the 
Jewish concern about whether everyone who calls himself a Jew is actually faithful to the 
covenant. This was a concern of the Pharisees.  
 
Jesus answers that they must strive in the time remaining to enter through the narrow door 
because many will be trying to get in but won't be strong enough. He then moves to a parable 
about another door. (The translation says “gate” then “door,” but the same Greek word is used.) 
Once all those entering the master's house are in and he locks the door, there will be no way for 
others to get in. Those left outside may knock, but the master will say he doesn't know them. 
Unlike the Gospel reading from a few weeks ago where Jesus was teaching about prayer, and 
we were told to knock and the door would be opened, in this parable, the master will not open 
and say he does not know us. People from the north, south, east, and west will take our place 
inside. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets will take our place in the Kingdom of God. 
Those who do not make it through the narrow door will be cast out to where there is wailing and 
grinding of teeth. 
 
The image of the door is replaced in the final verses of the parable with the image of the 
heavenly banquet. Two passages from the Book of Isaiah influence the conclusion. Isaiah 43:5-6 
speaks of God bringing Israel's descendents back from the east and from the west, the north and 
the south. And Isaiah 25:6 speaks of the Lord providing a feast of rich foods and choice wines for 
all peoples on his holy mountain. The answer to the question if only a few will be saved is no. In 
the end, many will be saved, but many who thought they would be saved will not be saved. The 
parable is a prophetic warning to repentance in order to enter the kingdom.  
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Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 546: Jesus' invitation to enter his kingdom comes in the form of parables, a 
characteristic feature of his teaching. Through his parables he invites 
people to the feast of the kingdom, but he also asks for a radical choice: to 
gain the kingdom, one must give everything. Words are not enough, deeds 
are required. The parables are like mirrors for man: will he be hard soil or 
good earth for the word? What use has he made of the talents he has 
received? Jesus and the presence of the kingdom in this world are secretly 
at the heart of the parables. One must enter the kingdom, that is, become a 
disciple of Christ, in order to "know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven". 
For those who stay "outside", everything remains enigmatic. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children at this age are beginning to take on more responsibility for getting to and from places on 
time. The danger of arriving late is more and more of a reality for them. The parable that Jesus 
tells in this Sunday's Gospel emphasizes the importance of being on time (not missing 
opportunities). 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Ask the children to describe the schedule that they follow in school: what time they must 
arrive, what time class begins, what time lunch or recess begins and end, and what time 
they get out of school.  

2. After a few volunteers share their answers, ask if any of the children have other 
schedules that they have to follow such as practices, games, competitions, or 
tournaments. Invite a few volunteers to share their answers.  

3. Ask the children to describe what happens if they are late for any of the times that are 
established in their schedules. Say: What happens if you are late arriving to school? 
What happens if you are late arriving for a team practice? (Accept all reasonable 
answers.)  

4. Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells a story about some people who miss a 
deadline.  

5. Invite volunteers to read aloud Luke 13:22-30.  
6. Ask volunteers to summarize the passage in their own words.  
7. Say: Why do you think the master in the story did not allow the people to enter? 

(He had locked the gate for the night, and they arrived too late.)  
8. Say: We are all invited to share eternal life with God forever in heaven, but Jesus is 

warning us today that we cannot take that invitation for granted. We need to pay 
attention, to stay focused, and to take advantage of the opportunities we have to 
grow closer to our Lord.  

9. Tell the children that when we pray the Lord's Prayer, we ask that we pray to be delivered 
from temptation—those things that distract us from keeping focused on opportunities to 
grow closer to God.  

10. Conclude by praying aloud the Lord's Prayer. 
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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Sirach 3:17-18,20,28-29 
Humble yourself and you will find favor with God 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 68:4-7,10-11 
The just rejoice and exult before God. 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 12:18-19,22-24 
You have approached Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 14:1,7-14 
When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Meals played an important role in the society in which Jesus lived. More than a time for sharing 
nourishment, they were a time to share ideas and to model different aspects of social 
relationships. In Luke's Gospel, the places that a person ate (at the home of a tax collector, 
5:29), the people with whom a person ate (sinners, 5:30), whether a person washed before 
eating (11:38), and, as is the case here, the place that a person sits while eating are all 
important. The narrator says Jesus tells a parable, but it is really wise advice to both guests and 
hosts about finding true happiness at the heavenly banquet. 
 
Jesus warns guests to wait before taking their places at the table lest they be asked to move if 
someone more important arrives. This is more than just a lesson about dinner etiquette. It is 
advice on how to find your true place in the Kingdom of God. Jesus advises hosts not to invite 
people who would be expected to repay them to dinner but to invite those who could not repay: 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. This is where real blessings can be found. 
 
In these sayings, Luke gives us not only advice on how to approach the end times but also on 
how to live according to Jesus' vision of a good society. Luke's Gospel also advises us how the 
Church must be part of bringing about this society. It is yet another example in Luke's Gospel of 
the reversal the kingdom brings about. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 544:  The kingdom belongs to the poor and lowly, which means those who have 

accepted it with humble hearts. Jesus is sent to "preach good news to the 
poor"; he declares them blessed, for "theirs is the kingdom of heaven." To 
them - the "little ones" the Father is pleased to reveal what remains hidden 
from the wise and the learned. Jesus shares the life of the poor, from the 
cradle to the cross; he experiences hunger, thirst and privation. Jesus 
identifies himself with the poor of every kind and makes active love toward 
them the condition for entering his kingdom. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children at this age have wonderful and active imaginations. Jesus used parables to stimulate 
our imaginations and to envision reality in a whole new way. This Sunday's Gospel challenges 
readers to imagine what the Kingdom of God is like and who is invited to enter it. 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Ask the children to think of fairy tales, fables, or myths that have a king, queen, prince, 
princess, or a castle in them. (such as King Midas, Cinderella, King Arthur, and the Frog 
Prince)  
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2. Relate the fact that numerous stories such as these contain references to royalty and that 
the concept of a kingdom was a way of getting the readers to imagine a place different 
from their own.  

3. Explain that Jesus used parables to challenge people to think about a different kind of 
kingdom—the Kingdom of God.  

4. Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells a parable that describes who is invited to 
the Kingdom of God.  

5. Invite volunteers to read aloud Luke 14:1,7-14  
6. Explain that the word kingdom refers not just to a geographical place but to the fact that 

all who live in that place are to follow the will of the reigning king or queen. Say: In the 
Kingdom of God, we are to follow the will of God. According to this parable, what 
kind of people are invited to the Kingdom of God? (those who are humble, those who 
do good to others without expecting repayment)  

7. Remind the children that in the Lord's Prayer, we pray “thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done.”  

8. Conclude by praying aloud the Lord's Prayer. 
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Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Wisdom 9:13-18b 
Knowledge alone has limits. We also need wisdom to understand the ways of God. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 90:3-4,5-6,12-13,14-17 
God's power has no boundaries; it is not limited by space and time. 
 
Second Reading 
Philemon 9-10, 12-17 
Paul encourages one of his converts to consider his former slave a brother in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 14:25-33 
Jesus teaches about the demands of discipleship. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In chapter 14 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus is speaking to people gathered at the table about the 
difficulties of following him. This group of people is suspicious about Jesus, looking to catch him 
doing something wrong. Jesus speaks to them in parables, emphasizing that although there is a 
right way to be a disciple and enter into the kingdom of his Father, it is a difficult path to follow. 
Many, even some of the guests at the table, reject the invitation. So Jesus turns to the crowds 
and speaks to them of discipleship. Jesus explains that, when it comes to making a choice for 
the Kingdom of God, nothing can get in the way. When Jesus describes “hating” one's father and 
mother, he is not talking about feelings. Rather, he is emphasizing very strongly that choosing to 
be a disciple means that everything else—family, money, your own life—must come second. In 
Matthew's version of this story (Matthew 10:37), Jesus refers not to “hating” father or mother, but 
to loving them more than Jesus. Jesus makes it very clear that being a disciple is not easy. It 
means to bear one's own cross. These difficult sayings of Jesus are followed by two brief 
parables (a person constructing a tower and a king marching into battle) that make an obvious 
point—don't start what you cannot finish. Discipleship is difficult and is something we can commit 
to only if we are prepared to put the Kingdom of God before everything else. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2029: “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

 cross and follow me" (Mt 16:24). 
 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7)  
 
As children grow older, they are capable of doing more and taking on more responsibilities. For 
this reason, it is important for them to learn how to set priorities. Sometimes making priorities and 
sticking to them can be very difficult and requires sacrifice. Jesus wants us to know that following 
him is difficult, but the reward—fullness of life—is worth it. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Paper   

 Pens or pencils 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Invite the children to brainstorm a list of three to five things they need to do when they get 
home today (homework, chores, dinner, and so on) as well as everything that they would 
like to do when they get home (take a nap, go out with friends, watch TV, play video 
games, and so on). Have them work individually. Invite a few volunteers to share their 
lists.  

2. Ask if anyone knows what it means to set priorities (to arrange in order of importance). 
Have the children make another list that sets the three most important priorities for their 
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activities for the rest of the day. Have them work individually and then invite a few 
volunteers to share their lists.  

3. Say: Setting priorities is not easy, especially at your age. Having fun may be 
important to you, but your parents probably feel that doing your homework is more 
important. You're learning how to set priorities. In the Gospel for this Sunday, 
Jesus speaks to us about how, if we want to follow him, we have to make him our 
number-one priority. He also talks to us about how difficult this can be.  

4. Direct the children to open their Bibles to Luke 14:25-33. Invite a volunteer to read verses 
25 through 27, another to read verses 28 through 30, and another to read verses 31 
through 33.  

5. Ask: After listening to this Gospel, do you think that it is easy or hard to be Jesus' 
disciple? (hard) Why do you think it sounds hard to be a disciple of Jesus? (He 
says we can't do it without hating members of our family; we have to carry our own 
cross.) Say: That does sound very difficult. It's important to know that Jesus isn't 
telling us to hate our family members. He uses that expression to explain that we 
can't love anyone or anything more than him if we really want to follow him. Jesus 
is teaching us that in order to follow him, we need to set priorities. What stories 
does he tell about setting priorities? (A person constructing a tower must calculate the 
cost; a king marching into battle must count his troops.)  

6. Ask: Can something be difficult but still be good for you? (Yes) What are some 
examples? (practicing for a sport, doing homework, exercising, eating the right foods, 
and so on) Ask: If following Jesus is so difficult, why would you want to do it? 
(Accept all reasonable answers.) Say: Jesus wants us to know that by following him, 
we will find happiness. At the same time, he wants us to know that following him is 
not always easy. We're lucky that Jesus is so honest with us about what it takes to 
follow him.  

7. Invite the children to take their list of priorities that they completed earlier and to insert a 
new Number 1: LOVE GOD WITH ALL MY HEART, SOUL, MIND, AND STRENGTH. 
Have them re-number their other priorities. Ask: What are some ways that we can 
show that God is our number-one priority? (obeying our parents and teachers, caring 
for others, treating others as we would like to be treated, following his commandments, 
participating at Mass, praying, and so on)  

8. End by praying the Prayer to the Holy Spirit or by praying the psalm for this Sunday (see 
above). 

 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth.  
 
Lord,  
by the light of the Holy Spirit  
you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 
In the same Spirit  
help us to relish what is right  
and always rejoice in your consolation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Exodus 32:7-11,13-14 
Moses stands up to God, recalling all of God's great promises. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 51:3-4,12-13,17,19 
Once we are forgiven, we can hope for a new heart and a fresh start. 
 
Second Reading 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Paul proves it's never too late to repent and serve God. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 15:1-32 
Jesus responds to those who criticize him for keeping company with the unworthy. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In chapter 15 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus tells three parables about losing, finding, and rejoicing. 
The outcasts of society, the taxpayers, and the sinners approach Jesus eager to hear what he 
has to say. In Luke's Gospel, hearing is a sign of conversion. The Pharisees and scribes, still 
suspicious of Jesus, complain about him associating with sinners. So he tells them these three 
parables. 
 
In the first story, the parable of The Lost Sheep, the shepherd leaves behind the 99 sheep to 
search for the 1 lost sheep. When he finds it, the shepherd rejoices not alone as in Matthew's 
version, but with friends and neighbors. In the same way, God rejoices more over 1 sinner who 
repents—like the outcasts who have come to hear Jesus—than over the 99 righteous like the 
Pharisees and scribes.  
 
The second story, about a poor woman who will not stop searching until she finds her lost coin, 
makes the same point. Why are the Pharisees complaining? They should rejoice when the lost 
are found. 
 
Finally we come to what is probably the most memorable parable in the Gospels, the story we 
know as The Prodigal Son. Just as in The Lost Sheep and The Lost Coin, this story (found only 
in Luke) is really about the seeker. The loving father is at the center of this parable. Even though 
his son runs off with his father's inheritance and squanders the money, the father waits for him, 
hoping for his return. Upon his son's return, the father, “full of compassion,” runs out to embrace 
and forgive him before the son can utter one word of repentance. At this point the rejoicing 
begins. 
 
The parable does not end there. Rather, it makes one more point about the older son's reaction. 
This son who never left, just like the Pharisees and scribes who feel they are righteous, refuses 
to enter his father's house to join in the rejoicing. He has served his father. He has obeyed him. 
Perhaps it was not out of love. The father's response teaches us that God's care and 
compassion extend to the righteous and sinner alike. When we are lost, God doesn't wait for our 
return. He actively seeks us out. And when the lost are found, how could we not celebrate and 
rejoice? 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1465:  When he celebrates the sacrament of Penance, the priest is fulfilling the 

ministry of the Good Shepherd who seeks the lost sheep, of the Good 
Samaritan who binds up wounds, of the Father who awaits the prodigal son 
and welcomes him on his return, and of the just and impartial judge whose 
judgment is both just and merciful. The priest is the sign and the 
instrument of God's merciful love for the sinner. 
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Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7)  
 
Children know that when they do something wrong, they face consequences. They are especially 
sensitive about letting down their parents or other authority figures whom they respect and love. 
When children do something wrong, they wonder if these people will still love them. In the same 
way, we wonder whether God will still love us when we do something wrong. In these parables, 
Jesus teaches us that God not only forgives us, but is actively seeking us out when we stray. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 A small object, such as a shell, a coin, or a small toy 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Play a simple game of Hide the Object. Select a small object and have the children close 
their eyes as you hide it somewhere in the room. Invite volunteers one at a time to try to 
find it, telling them if they are “hot” or “cold” depending on how close they are. Do this 
until someone finds the object or, if not found, after four or five minutes of seeking. 

2.  Say: It's fun to look for something when it's a game, but when we lose something, 
it's not fun at all. When was a time that you lost something? (Invite a few volunteers 
to talk about an experience of looking for something that they had lost.) Say: In this 
Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells us three stories about something or someone being 
lost and then found.  

3. Invite one volunteer to read the story of The Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7), another to read 
the story of The Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10), and two volunteers to read the story of The 
Prodigal Son (one to read Luke 15:11-25 and the other to read verses 26-32).  

4. Invite volunteers to summarize the stories in their own words.  
5. Ask: Who are the three people who are seeking or searching in these stories? (a 

shepherd, a woman, and a father) What do these seekers teach us about God? (God 
is searching for us when we are lost.) What do these stories teach us about sin and 
forgiveness? (No matter what we do, God will take us back.)  

6. Say: Sometimes when people are lost, they are able to send up a flare—a bright 
flaming light—to signal for help. When we are lost because of sin, we can call out 
to God for help because he is always searching for us. Encourage the children to use 
their imaginations to draw a scene of someone rescuing a person who was lost 
(example: a helicopter rescuing a lost mountain climber).  

7. End by praying the Prayer to the Holy Spirit or by praying the psalm for this Sunday (see 
above). 
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Amos 8:4-7 
Unfair business practices and injustice to the poor will be judged by God. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 113: 1-2,4-6,7-8 
Praise be to God, who raises up the poor. 
 
Second Reading 
1 Timothy 2:1-8 
Paul tells Timothy that prayer for those in authority is pleasing to God because God wills the 
salvation of all. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 16:1-13 (shorter form, Luke 16:10-13) 
Jesus tells a parable about a dishonest steward who is commended for his prudence; one cannot 
serve both God and money. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Today's Gospel sounds puzzling to contemporary readers, but it can be made less so by 
considering the economic system which stands behind the parable. A steward is dismissed 
because he is squandering his master's property. He is called dishonest because he is not 
serving the interests of the rich man, his employer. In response the steward, in an attempt to 
ensure favor for himself among the rich man's debtors, brokers repayment of the rich man's 
loans by foregoing the interest and fees that had been levied to line the steward's pockets. It is 
this action, in which the steward puts aside his greed and takes the longer perspective in order to 
enhance his security, which is commended by the rich man. 
 
The passage concludes with three morals for the listeners. The first exhorts the listener to be 
prudent about the use of wealth. Like the steward in the parable, those who would follow Jesus 
must put transitory affairs in proper perspective. Christians should handle the affairs of temporal 
life with an eye toward eternal life. 
 
The second concerns trustworthiness. Those who can be trusted in small things can also be 
trusted in great things. If Christians handle money and other passing things responsibly, then 
they can also be trusted with the affairs of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Finally, Jesus tells his listeners that no one can serve two masters simultaneously. God must be 
put ahead of money. 
 
Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2848: "Lead us not into temptation" implies a decision of the heart: "For where 

your treasure is, there will your heart be also. . . . No one can serve two 
masters." "If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit." In this 
assent to the Holy Spirit the Father gives us strength. "No testing has 
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let 
you be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also 
provide the way of escape, so that you may be able to endure it." 

 
 

Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7)  
 
Children want to be trusted, but adults know that trust is earned by one's actions over time. We 
gain a reputation for honesty by being responsible in small things and in large. Christians 
conduct all of their affairs, small and large, in ways that show what we value most, God and our 
relationships with others. 
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. As a group, make a list of the jobs or chores the children are asked to do at home or at 
school. What happens if they do not do their job well? (Accept all answers)  

2. Ask what they might have done to earn their current responsibility. For example, are they 
now trusted to dust their living rooms because they handled the responsibility of cleaning 
their bedrooms? Are they trusted to play outside with less adult supervision because they 
have demonstrated their ability to observe the rules? (staying out of the street, staying in 
their own yards, and so on)  

3. Say: As we grow up, our parents and teachers give us greater responsibilities. 
However, in order to continue to mature toward independence, we must show 
ourselves to be trustworthy in these responsibilities. In today's Gospel, we hear a 
parable that Jesus told about what it means to be trustworthy in the eyes of God.  

4. Invite a volunteer to read the parable of The Dishonest Steward, Luke 16:1-9.  
5. Explain what the steward's job was and why the master thought him to be dishonest. 

(Perhaps he was not securing repayment of the master's money because he was 
charging too much interest). Explain how the dishonest steward earned praise by being 
more responsible about his job. (His job was to secure the rich man's money, not to 
secure his own wealth).  

6. Ask another volunteer to read the conclusion of today's Gospel, Luke 16:10-13.  
7. Invite the class to summarize what Jesus is saying in this last part of today's Gospel. 

Say: Jesus reminds his disciples that we show what we value most by our actions. 
If we are honest people, then we will be honest in all the things we do, large and 
small. Christians are challenged to act always in ways that demonstrate that we 
put God first in our lives.  

8. Ask the group to identify ways in which they can demonstrate in their lives what Jesus 
teaches in this Gospel. Make a list together as a group.  

9. Invite each child to choose one action he or she will take this week that shows that he or 
she puts God first in his or her life.  

10. Conclude by re-reading the Gospel or by praying the psalm for this Sunday (see above). 
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Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Amos 6:1,4-7 
God will judge the complacency of the people and their leaders. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 146:7-10 
Happy are those who find solace in God, the help of the poor. 
 
Second Reading 
1 Timothy 6:11-16 
Paul exhorts Timothy to stay faithful to God in all things. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 16:19-31 
Jesus tells the parable of the reversal of fortunes between the rich man and the poor man, 
Lazarus. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
A major theme in the Gospel of Luke is the importance of the care of the poor in the life of 
discipleship. In the parable found in today's Gospel, Jesus contrasts the life of a rich man and the 
poor man, Lazarus, who lives in the shadow of the rich man and his wealth. Both die. Lazarus 
finds himself in heaven; the rich man in the netherworld. The rich man asks for assistance from 
Lazarus in his torment. But Abraham reminds the rich man of the good things he had in his life 
and describes the current situation as a reversal of fortunes. The rich man then asks that 
Lazarus be sent to warn his family, but this is denied with the reminder that Moses and the 
prophets have warned of judgment for those who neglect the care of the poor. 
 
In the context of Luke's Gospel, this parable, delivered in the presence of a crowd of listeners, is 
part of Jesus' response to some Pharisees. These Pharisees are described in Luke's Gospel as 
“loving money.” (Note: The Pharisees were followers of a sect of Judaism active before, during, 
and after Jesus' lifetime. They taught an oral interpretation of the Law of Moses as the basis for 
popular Jewish piety. They put less emphasis on Temple worship and more on applying the law 
to everyday life. Though they are often portrayed negatively in the Gospels, they shared many of 
Jesus' and the early Church's concerns about the law.) Jesus observed that the actions of some 
Pharisees betrayed misplaced priorities: they spoke one way, but acted in another. The story of 
the rich man and Lazarus demonstrates the importance of the care of the poor and is a reminder 
to those who would follow Jesus of the unimportance of wealth in the eyes of God. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1021:  Death puts an end to human life as the time open to either accepting or 

rejecting the divine grace manifested in Christ. The New Testament speaks 
of judgment primarily in its aspect of the final encounter with Christ in his 
second coming, but also repeatedly affirms that each will be rewarded 
immediately after death in accordance with his works and faith. The parable 
of the poor man and Lazarus and the words of Christ on the cross to the 
good thief, as well as other New Testament texts speak of a final destiny of 
the soul - a destiny which can be different for some and for others. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7)  
 
Many children have developed a strong sense of fairness, of justice. Among the familiar refrains 
of childhood is “that's not fair.” We can build upon this sense of justice to teach about how God 
desires that all share in the goods of our world. In particular, God calls upon those who have 
material possessions to share from this wealth with those who are in need. We can also teach 
that our value in the eyes of God is not based upon our material possessions. 
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Materials Needed  
 

 Paper   
 Crayons  
 Art supplies (such as colored pencils, markers, etc.)  
 Bible   
 A basket 

 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Try this simulation with the children. Divide the class into two groups and assign a 
drawing task. For example, ask them to draw a picture of a sunset. To the first group, 
give each child just one crayon. To the second group, provide an overabundance of art 
supplies.  

2. Observe carefully what happens so you may share these observations with the group. 
Perhaps you will hear complaints from the group that has less. Perhaps the children will 
ask if they can share the drawing tools among themselves. When you have observed the 
class's response, simply stop the exercise and describe for the class what happened 
when the class began to discover that some had more and some had fewer coloring 
tools. Introduce today's Gospel by saying that Jesus told a story about a situation that 
was like this one.  

3. Ask a volunteer to read the Gospel for today, Luke 16:19-31. Ask: What did the rich 
man do with his money? (He feasted every day.) What did the poor man, Lazarus, 
do? (He begged at the gate of the rich man.) What did Lazarus want from the rich 
man? (the scraps from the rich man's table) What happened to each man after he 
died? (Lazarus received eternal reward; the rich man went to the land of the dead.)  

4. Ask the children what they think about the situation described. Help them to identify why 
the rich man received judgment (because he did not share his possessions with the poor 
man, Lazarus; note that death itself was not a punishment [both men died]).  

5. Ask the children to name some options that the rich man had in his life in regards to the 
poor man. Say: God wants us to share our possessions with those who are in need. 
Ask: Did the rich man in the parable know this about God? (Be sure that the children 
say yes—the Gospel reading says that this is the teaching of Moses and the prophets). 
Then ask the children to identify some reasons the rich man might have had for not 
sharing his possessions.  

6. Together, make a list of some ways in which the children can share of their possessions 
with those who are poor. Have them each write one commitment to do so on a slip of 
paper and use this as part of a concluding prayer.  

7. Prepare a prayer table that includes an open Bible and a basket. Conclude by praying 
together the psalm for today (see above). Invite the children to read what they have 
written on their slips of paper and to place them in the basket on the prayer table as a 
sign of their commitment to do this and other similar actions. 
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Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
Respect Life Sunday 
 
First Reading 
Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4 
The patience of the just man shall be rewarded when he sees the vision fulfilled. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 95:1-2,6-7,8-9 
Sing joyfully to God, our salvation. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14 
Paul urges Timothy to remain strong in the Spirit of faith Timothy received. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 17:5-10 
Jesus teaches the apostles the importance of faith and service to God. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In today's Gospel we hear Jesus teach about faith and service to God. The context is a 
continuing dialogue between Jesus and his followers about what it means to be a disciple of 
Jesus. Jesus has just finished an instruction on sin and forgiveness. There are two related 
teachings that Jesus offers to his disciples when they cry out for an increase in faith. The first is 
the familiar reminder that faith, even just a little, will enable the followers of Jesus to do wondrous 
things. But this uplifting and inspiring teaching is quickly followed by the second teaching, a 
caution about knowing one's place in God's plans. The disciples of Jesus are to understand 
themselves as servants to God and his plans. Even when God works wonders through us, with 
our mustard seed-sized faith, we must not seek praise. Our participation in God's plans is God's 
grace to us—nothing more, nothing less. When we are graced enough to cooperate with God, 
the work we do is nothing more than our obligation to God as faithful stewards. And yet, our faith 
enables us to believe that what we have offered in service to God, as his servants, can be made 
to produce a hundredfold. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 158:  "Faith seeks understanding": it is intrinsic to faith that a believer desires to 

know better the One in whom he has put his faith, and to understand better 
what He has revealed; a more penetrating knowledge will in turn call forth a 
greater faith, increasingly set afire by love. The grace of faith opens "the 
eyes of your hearts" to a lively understanding of the contents of Revelation: 
that is, of the totality of God's plan and the mysteries of faith, of their 
connection with each other and with Christ, the center of the revealed 
mystery. "The same Holy Spirit constantly perfects faith by his gifts, so that 
Revelation may be more and more profoundly understood." In the words of 
St. Augustine, "I believe, in order to understand; and I understand, the 
better to believe." 

 
 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
The optimism of youth believes that small things can make a difference. This is an example of 
what it means to have faith the size of a mustard seed. We can nurture the faith of young people 
by showing how in small but real ways, we each can participate in the Kingdom of God. 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Introduce today's readings by saying: In today's Gospel, Jesus teaches his disciples 
about the importance of faith and how with even just a little faith, God will help the 
disciples of Jesus to work wonders. Before we read today's Gospel, let's think 
about some of the ways people make a difference in the lives of others.  
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2. Invite the group to prepare a list of jobs/occupations that people hold. Choose one or two 
jobs from this list and ask the group to identify how these jobs make a difference in the 
lives of people. Next, ask the group to identify some of the rewards for doing this kind of 
work. Say: Whenever a person is able to make a positive difference in the life of 
another, we see God's action at work in our world.  

3. Say: Now let's listen to God's Word and hear what Jesus teaches us about faith 
and action. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 17:5-6. Ask: What does is mean to have faith 
the size of a mustard seed? (Accept all reasonable answers.)  

4. Ask a second volunteer to read Luke 17:7-10. Ask: How does this teaching make you 
feel? (Accept all reasonable answers.) What does this reading tell us about why we 
should want to do the work of God? (This is what God requires of us; doing God's will 
is its own reward.)  

5. Ask each person in your group to identify one thing that he or she has done that made a 
positive difference in the life of another. Then invite each person to write a short 
paragraph about this task and about how it makes them feel to do it. These will be used 
in the closing prayer.  

6. In conclusion, invite the group to enter into a prayerful spirit around a prayer table. Invite 
each person to place on a prayer table the paragraph that he or she wrote about an 
action that made a difference in the life of another as a sign of their willingness to serve 
God in faith. Pray together that God will transform these actions and make them serve 
God's kingdom as you pray aloud Saint Ignatius of Loyola's Prayer for Generosity or sing, 
"Make Me a Channel of Your Peace." 

 
Prayer for Generosity 
 
St. Ignatius of Loyola 

 
Eternal Word, only begotten Son of God, 
Teach me true generosity. 
Teach me to serve you as you deserve. 
To give without counting the cost, 
To fight heedless of wounds, 
To labor without seeking rest, 
To sacrifice myself without thought of any reward 
Save the knowledge that I have done your will. 
Amen. 
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Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
2 Kings 5:14-17 
Naaman is cleansed of his leprosy and chooses to serve the God of Israel. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 98:1,2-3,3-4 
Rejoice! The salvation of God is made known to all. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 2:8-13 
Those who remain faithful to Christ will share Christ's glory. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 17:11-19 
Jesus heals 10 lepers, and one, the Samaritan, returns to give thanks. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Today we hear about how Jesus, continuing on his journey to Jerusalem, heals 10 lepers. This 
story is a lesson about faith and reminds us that faith is sometimes found in unlikely places. Ten 
people afflicted with leprosy cry out to Jesus. Struck with pity, Jesus heals all 10. However, only 
one is described as glorifying God and returning to thank Jesus. The one who returns is a 
Samaritan, a foreigner. In the Jewish circles in which Jesus lived, Samaritans were looked down 
upon because of the differences between the two communities in their observance of Judaism. It 
is significant, therefore, that Jesus commends the Samaritan for his faith, which has been his 
salvation. Throughout Luke's Gospel, faith is found in surprising places.  
 
Another lesson for us in this Gospel has to do with salvation. All 10 of the lepers were given the 
gift of healing, but in his gratitude to God for this gift, the Samaritan found salvation. Our 
salvation is found in recognizing the gifts we have been given and knowing to whom we must 
offer our thanks. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2616: Prayer to Jesus is answered by him already during his ministry, through 

signs that anticipate the power of his death and Resurrection: Jesus hears 
the prayer of faith, expressed in words (the leper, Jairus, the Canaanite 
woman, the good thief) or in silence (the bearers of the paralytic, the 
woman with a hemorrhage who touches his clothes, the tears and ointment 
of the sinful woman). The urgent request of the blind men, "Have mercy on 
us, Son of David" or "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" has-been 
renewed in the traditional prayer to Jesus known as the Jesus Prayer: 
"Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner!" Healing 
infirmities or forgiving sins, Jesus always responds to a prayer offered in 
faith: "Your faith has made you well; go in peace." 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
It is easy for us to take the good things in our life for granted. This temptation is particularly great 
for young people. We can move our young people from a sense of entitlement to a sense of 
gratitude by reminding them of the source of the good things in their lives and by teaching 
appropriate ways to offer thanks. 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Ask each person in the group to make a list of 10 gifts they have been given from God (for 
example, family, friends, health, talents, and so on).  

2. After everyone has had time to prepare their lists, ask: Who has given you these gifts? 
What is expected in return?  
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3. Say: In today's Gospel, we hear about a person who was given a great gift by Jesus 
and was praised for his response. Read today's Gospel, Luke 17:11-19. Ask: Why did 
only one person return to Jesus to offer his thanks? What reasons might the others 
have had for not returning?  

4. Ask the group to reflect upon these questions: Why do we say thank you? What purpose 
does it serve? What is the consequence if we do not say thank you?  

5. Identify as many different ways as you know for saying thank you to God (for example, 
Mass, prayers, community/family involvement, acts of kindness/respect, and so on). List 
these words, expressions, and gestures on the board.  

6. Pray a litany of thanks as a group. Invite each person to name one or more of the gifts he 
or she listed in the first activity. After each one is named, all respond together: "We give 
you thanks, O God!" 
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Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Exodus 17:8-13 
Joshua and the Israelites defeat Amalek with the help of God and his servant, Moses. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 121:1-2,3-4,5-6,7-8 
The Lord is the Guardian of Israel. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 3:14—4:2 
Paul exhorts Timothy to continue to preach the word Timothy received from his teachers. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 18:1-8 
Jesus urges his disciples to pray and not lose heart, for God hears and answers prayers. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
This is the first of two parables that Jesus tells in Luke 18 about prayer. (The second will be read 
at Mass next Sunday.) This first parable is a lesson in persistence in prayer. (Next Sunday's 
parable will address attitude in prayer.) While the parable seems to present prayer as nagging 
God for what we want, such a reading misses the point. God is not like the judge in the parable, 
worn down by requests and coerced to respond. The key is found in the description of the judge 
as corrupt and unjust. Since God can be neither, we must understand Jesus to be saying that if 
even an unjust judge responds to the persistence of the widow, how much more so will God 
listen to our prayers. God truly wants to hear our needs and respond generously. It is the final 
lament of Jesus that gets to the point of the parable. The lesson is about the persistence of the 
one who prays. God wants us to be like the persistent widow, staying in relationship with God, 
confident that God hears and answers prayers. Then Jesus laments, “Will such faith be found 
when the Son of Man comes?” In this lament, Jesus notes how easy it can be for us to lose 
heart. 
 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2725: Prayer is both a gift of grace and a determined response on our part. It 

always presupposes effort. The great figures of prayer of the Old Covenant 
before Christ, as well as the Mother of God, the saints, and he himself, all 
teach us this: prayer is a battle. Against whom? Against ourselves and 
against the wiles of the tempter who does all he can to turn man away from 
prayer, away from union with God. We pray as we live, because we live as 
we pray. If we do not want to act habitually according to the Spirit of Christ, 
neither can we pray habitually in his name. The "spiritual battle" of the 
Christian's new life is inseparable from the battle of prayer. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children of this age are beginning to show the capacity to offer sustained attention to a project. 
We can help foster this development by encouraging young people to stick with something even 
when it is difficult. Persistence is a trait that serves well the life of faith. 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Ask: What does the word persistence mean? (Accept all reasonable answers.) Say: 
Persistence means to stick with something even when it is difficult. On a scale of 1 
to 10, how would you rank yourself on this question: How persistent are you?  

2. Ask: What are some activities that you have stuck with? Is there something you have 
asked for repeatedly?  

3. Ask: Do you think persistence is a good trait? When might persistence be negative? 
(When someone becomes a pest)  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus17.htm#v8
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm121.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2timothy/2timothy3.htm#v14
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke18.htm


Page | 82  

 

4. Say: Jesus wants us to be persistent in prayer. To make this point, he told this 
parable. Ask a volunteer from the group to read Luke 18:1-8. Note to the group the 
difference between the unjust judge and God.  

5. Say: When we present our needs to God in prayer, it is called prayer of petition. You 
are familiar with this form of prayer because we offer this form of prayer at Mass in 
the General Intercessions. Together as a group, identify some needs that you wish to 
present to God in prayer, and write prayers of petition.  

6. Conclude by praying the prayers of petition written by the group; after each petition, pray 
together, Lord, hear our prayer. Include a petition asking God to help you to be persistent 
in prayer. Conclude by praying together the Lord's Prayer. 
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Sirach 35:12-14,16-18 
God hears the prayer of the poor. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 34:2-3,17-18,19, 23 
The Lord hears and answers the cry of the poor. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 
Paul perseveres in faith, confident that God will rescue him. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 18:9-14 
Jesus tells the parable of the proud Pharisee who prayed from his self-importance and the tax 
collector who prayed humbly. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
The second parable that Jesus tells in Luke 18 addresses attitude in prayer. In contrasting the 
prayer of the Pharisee with the prayer of the tax collector, Jesus teaches his disciples to pray in 
humility before God. Jesus again surprises his listeners by showing the tax collector as the 
example of faith, rather than the Pharisee. Remember that Pharisees were members of a sect of 
Judaism active in Jesus' time. They taught an oral interpretation of the Law of Moses as the 
basis for Jewish piety. If anyone would be a model for prayer, a Pharisee was a likely candidate. 
In contrast, Jesus offers the tax collector as a model for prayer. Tax collectors were collaborators 
with the Roman authorities in a system that allowed the tax collectors to line their own pockets by 
charging in excess of the defined taxes. Yet, in this parable, Jesus offers the humility of the tax 
collector as a model for the prayer of a disciple. The parable reminds us that when we pray, we 
must remember our need for God in our lives. If we are too full of ourselves, there is too little 
room for God's grace to work in us. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2559: "Prayer is the raising of one's mind and heart to God or the requesting of 

good things from God." But when we pray, do we speak from the height of 
our pride and will, or "out of the depths" of a humble and contrite heart? He 
who humbles himself will be exalted; humility is the foundation of prayer, 
Only when we humbly acknowledge that "we do not know how to pray as 
we ought," are we ready to receive freely the gift of prayer. "Man is a 
beggar before God." 

 

On 2 November, we celebrate the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls) and 
the first Sunday of November is All Saints.  Material and discussion should be 
incorporated into this session. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children of this age are still working out their place in relation to others. The temptation to self-
importance is great. By our good example, however, we can teach them that God wants us to 
leave room in our hearts for him and other people. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Two small balloons 
 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/sirach/sirach35.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm34.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2timothy/2timothy4.htm#v6
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke18.htm#v9
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Ask: Did you ever know someone who bragged all the time?  
2. Say: I knew a girl who told everyone she met that she was the smartest in her 

class. Inflate one of the balloons a little. You might say she was all puffed up. What 
other things do people brag about? After each child's answer, blow up the balloon a 
little more.  

3. What will happen if the bragging continues? (The balloon will burst.) We can be so 
filled up with ourselves that we're of no use to anyone else.  

4. Say: Look at this other balloon. It could be a beautiful decoration as long as we 
don't let it get too big. This is what Jesus teaches us in the Gospel this week. Ask 
for two volunteers to read today's Gospel. The first volunteer will read Luke 18:9-12; the 
second will read Luke 18:13-14.  

5. Ask: Why did God reject the prayer of the first man, the Pharisee? (That man didn't 
think he needed God.) Why did the tax collector's prayer please God? (He admitted 
he had done wrong things and asked God's forgiveness.) When we realize we need 
God, we let God's beauty into our lives.  

6. Say: Humility is a virtue that is not always popular today. What do you think it 
means to be humble? (Accept all reasonable answers.) When we are humble, we 
recognize our dependence and need for God. We acknowledge that God is the 
source of any talents that we have, and we recognize that any good that we are 
able to do is because of God's grace working in us. Can you think of some 
examples of people who are truly humble? (Allow time for response and discussion.) 

7. Conclude in prayer together asking that God will grace each of you with the gift of 
humility. Pray today's psalm (see above), or pray together the Act of Contrition. 
 

Act of Contrition 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
 
 
  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-contrition.htm
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Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Wisdom 11:22—12:2 
God is merciful because all things were created by God. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 145:1-2,8-9,10-11,13,14 
Sing praise to God, who is faithful. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Thessalonians 1:11—2:2 
Paul tells the Thessalonians to remain faithful to Christ until Christ comes again. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 19:1-10 
Jesus stays at the house of Zacchaeus, the tax collector. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In Jesus' day, tax collectors were not popular people. They were collaborators with the Romans 
and were despised by many Jewish people. The tax system allowed them to charge more than 
what was required so that they could make a profit for themselves. Thus, they were considered 
sinners by their countrymen. Observers in the crowd that day grumble because Jesus dines with 
a sinner. Throughout Scripture, Jesus' choice of dinner companions set him apart from other 
observant Jews of his time. In first century Jewish culture, to dine together was to show a bond of 
fellowship and peace among those at the table. Observant Jews did not generally dine with 
foreigners and sinners. Yet, Jesus chooses to honor the tax collector, Zacchaeus, by staying at 
his house.  
 
Even before Jesus comes to his home, Zacchaeus shows himself to be someone in search of 
salvation. Zacchaeus, described as short in stature, climbs a tree in order to see Jesus. We know 
from Luke's description that Zacchaeus was no ordinary tax collector; he was, in fact, the chief 
tax collector and a person of some wealth. In his search for salvation, he humbled himself by 
making a spectacle of himself by climbing a tree.  
 
Jesus recognizes the faith of this tax collector exhibited in his search for salvation and calls him 
down from the tree. In the hospitality he extends to Jesus and in his conversion of heart, 
Zacchaeus is raised up by Jesus as a model of salvation. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 548: The signs worked by Jesus attest that the Father has sent him. They invite 

belief in him. To those who turn to him in faith, he grants what they ask. So 
miracles strengthen faith in the One who does his Father's works; they bear 
witness that he is the Son of God. But his miracles can also be occasions 
for "offence"; they are not intended to satisfy people's curiosity or desire 
for magic. Despite his evident miracles some people reject Jesus; he is 
even accused of acting by the power of demons. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
In his encounter with Jesus, Zacchaeus experiences a change of heart, a conversion, and 
receives the gift of reconciliation. Children of this age are developing enough of a conscience 
that they, too, can experience a change of heart and seek the gift of reconciliation with those they 
have wronged. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 A chart with two columns, one titled "The Story of Zacchaeus," the other titled "The 
Sacrament of Penance" 
 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/wisdom/wisdom11.htm#v22
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm145.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2thessalonians/2thessalonians1.htm#v11
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke19.htm
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Ask: When someone does something wrong, how might he or she feel afterwards? 
What might one do to correct that wrong?  

2. Say: In today's Gospel, we hear the story of a tax collector who changed his ways 
after his encounter with Jesus. Let's listen carefully to the story. To understand 
what happens in this story, you need to know that in Jesus' time, tax collectors 
often cheated people by collecting more money from people than was required to 
pay the tax. Zacchaeus is described as a chief tax collector and a wealthy man, 
probably because he cheated many people.  

3. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 19:1-10. Ask the group: What did Zacchaeus have to do 
to see Jesus? (He climbed a tree.) When people grumbled that Jesus was staying in 
the house of a sinner, what did Zacchaeus do? (He promised to pay back, fourfold, 
the money he had wrongly taken from others.) How does Jesus respond to this 
promise? (He says that Zacchaeus has found salvation.)  

4. Ask: This story about Zacchaeus reminds me of a sacrament we celebrate in our 
Church. Which one? (Sacrament of Penance) What do we celebrate in the 
Sacrament of Penance? (We celebrate God's gift of forgiveness.)  

5. Make a chart for the group with two columns. On one side of the chart, write the heading 
"The Story of Zacchaeus"; on the other side, write the heading "The Sacrament of 
Penance." As a group, identify some of the ways in which the story of Zacchaeus is like 
the Sacrament of Penance. For example, Zacchaeus tells Jesus what he has done wrong 
and how he will act differently in the future; in the Sacrament of Penance, we too confess 
our sins and our desire to act differently in the future.  

6. To conclude the session, pray together the Act of Contrition. 
 

Act of Contrition 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-contrition.htm
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Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
2 Maccabees 7:1-2,9-14 
Jewish martyrs give witness to their faith, even unto death. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 17:1,5-6,8,15 
The just person will live in God's presence. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Thessalonians 2:16—3:5 
Paul encourages the Thessalonians and asks for their prayers. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 20:27-38 (short form Luke 20:27, 34-38) 
Jesus answers a question from some Sadducees about the resurrection of the dead. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In today's Gospel, we hear about an encounter between Jesus and some Sadducees. The 
Sadducees were a party of Judaism active in Jesus' time, descended from the priestly family of 
Zadok. They were literal interpreters of the written Law of Moses, which means that they were in 
disagreement with the position of the Pharisees, who offered an oral interpretation of the Law of 
Moses.  
 
The Sadducees are described in this Gospel as opponents to the belief in resurrection. In the 
dialogue presented here, we see an example of the means of disputation that was common in 
first century Judaism. The Sadducees use the example of Levirate marriage, found in the Law of 
Moses, to disprove belief in the resurrection. According to Deuteronomy 25:5-10, if a man died 
without producing an heir, the man's brother should marry his wife and the offspring of this union 
would inherit the property and carry on the name of the man who had died. The Sadducees use 
this as an example to challenge belief in the resurrection. 
 
Jesus argues from the same written Law of Moses to show that there is resurrection. Using the 
texts from the Book of Exodus (Chapter 3) that describe Moses' encounter with God in the 
burning bush, Jesus shows that God is the God of the living, not the dead. Here Jesus uses the 
same method and texts of the Sadducees to counter them. As the Gospel text suggests, he beat 
them at their own game! 
 
More importantly, in this discourse Jesus shows the limits of our imaginations when it comes to 
eternal life. The Sadducees argued against resurrection because of the limits of earthly 
existence. They did not imagine another possibility for existence and relationship with God. 
Jesus proposes that the possibilities of resurrected life are beyond our imaginations. Jesus' 
conclusion suggests something else as well: To spend time worrying about resurrected life is to 
miss the point. The point is eternal relationship with God is possible, for God is the God of the 
living, “. . . for to him all are alive.” 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1007: Death is the end of earthly life. Our lives are measured by time, in the 

course of which we change, grow old and, as with all living beings on earth, 
death seems like the normal end of life. That aspect of death lends urgency 
to our lives: remembering our mortality helps us realize that we have only a 
limited time in which to bring our lives to fulfillment: 

  
Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, . . . before the dust 
returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it. 

 
 

  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2maccabees/2maccabees7.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm17.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2thessalonians/2thessalonians2.htm#v16
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke20.htm#v27
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/deuteronomy/deuteronomy25.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus3.htm
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Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Our appreciation for the eternal is often limited by our experiences. This is something that 
children learn as they mature. In today's Gospel, Jesus applies this thought to some people's 
conceptions about life after death. 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Invite the group to imagine what happens after a person dies. Let them elaborate on what 
they think or what they have heard others say.  

2. Say to the group: There are many things that we do not know about our life after we 
die, but the most important things we do know.  

3. Explain to the group: The Sadducees were a group within Judaism in Jesus' time. As 
the Gospel tells us, they did not believe in resurrection. Other groups within 
Judaism in Jesus' time did believe in resurrection. Some Sadducees tested Jesus 
with a question about what happens after a person dies; their question had to do 
with marriage. Jesus' answer suggests that life after death will be different from 
our life on earth. Let's listen to today's Gospel and hear something that Jesus said 
about resurrection.  

4. Read, or invite a volunteer to read, the Gospel for today in its short form, Luke 20:27, 34-
38.  

5. Ask: What were some of the things that Jesus suggested about life after death? 
[Allow all reasonable answers.] Then suggest the following: Jesus' response to the 
Sadducees shows that we sometimes miss the most important things about what 
God has planned for us because we get stuck in the details of human existence. 
Jesus wants us to open our minds and hearts to the possibilities that God has in 
store for us. Our imaginations are too small when it comes to God!  

6. Say to the group: Our faith tells us that when we die our life is changed, but it is not 
ended. This is good news because we know that we will continue to share a 
relationship with God even after our death.  

7. Conclude by praying together today's Psalm or praying for those who have died. 
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Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Malachi 3:19-20 
The day of justice is coming, says the Lord. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 98:5-6,7-8,9 
Sing praise to God, who rules with justice. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
Paul urges the community to follow his example and to earn their keep. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 21:5-19 
Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem and warns his followers that 
persecution will come before the end time. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In the context of Luke, today's Gospel appears near the end of Jesus' teaching in Jerusalem, just 
prior to the events that will lead to his crucifixion. His warnings and predictions are ominous but 
can be read in many ways. 
 
To those who first heard Luke's Gospel, those may have been words of encouragement. The 
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem by the Romans was history (70 A.D.); Luke's Gospel, 
Catholic scholars propose, was written between 80 and 90 A.D. His audience was probably 
Gentile Christians. Luke here tries to interpret the fall of Jerusalem for them and to locate it in 
God's plans for humankind (salvation history). At the same time, Luke is suggesting to his 
audience that there will be a considerable elapse of time before Jesus' final coming. Luke's 
listeners have likely seen much upheaval and are anxious to know if these are the signs of 
Jesus' coming. Luke is urging greater patience. 
 
In the second part of today's Gospel, Jesus warns that his followers will face persecution for their 
beliefs. Luke presents persecution as an opportunity for the followers of Jesus for “It will lead to 
your giving testimony” (Luke 21:13). In persecution God's wisdom and power will be shown in the 
example of followers of Jesus. Perseverance in the face of persecution will lead to their salvation. 
 
Here Jesus is assuring his followers that God is present to all believers, even in times of trouble. 
Ultimately, Jesus will witness to this with his own death. As disciples of Jesus, we try to follow his 
example, trusting in God's mercy and protection, even when we are facing difficulties. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1040:  The Last Judgment will come when Christ returns in glory. Only the Father 

knows the day and the hour; only he determines the moment of its coming. 
Then through his Son Jesus Christ he will pronounce the final word on all 
history. We shall know the ultimate meaning of the whole work of creation 
and of the entire economy of salvation and understand the marvelous ways 
by which his Providence led everything towards its final end. The Last 
Judgment will reveal that God's justice triumphs over all the injustices 
committed by his creatures and that God's love is stronger than death. 

 
Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
Children, while innocently naïve about most world events, are also profoundly sensitive to the 
concerns of adults. We can help children interpret adult concerns by sharing information about 
current events in appropriate ways. We can also put these concerns in the light of God's kingdom 
and the assurance of God's care for us. 
 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/malachi/malachi3.htm#v19
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm98.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2thessalonians/2thessalonians3.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke21.htm#v5
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Materials Needed  
 

 Newspaper clippings that offer examples of current events in which people face 
difficulties and events like the signs Jesus talks about in today's Gospel (natural 
disasters, international conflict) 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Prepare a number of examples of current events that might be interpreted as the kind of 
sign Jesus talks about in today's Gospel—the story of a natural disaster, or a situation of 
international conflict.  

2. Ask the group what they know about these current events. Summarize together the most 
important details about the current event. Ask the group to consider what attitudes the 
people who are suffering in these situations might have toward God.  

3. Invite two volunteers to read today's Gospel; the first reader should read Luke 21:5-11, 
the second reader should read Luke 21:12-19.  

4. Tell the group: When Luke wrote this Gospel, many terrible things had happened, 
and people were wondering if perhaps these terrible things meant that the end of 
time was near. Here Luke reminds us that Jesus told his followers that many bad 
things would happen, but that they were to trust that God would be with them, 
even through these difficulties.  

5. Ask the group: Do you think it is easy to trust God when difficult things like the 
ones we discussed happen? (Accept all reasonable answers). Say: One of the 
challenges of being a disciple of Jesus is learning to trust his assurance that he 
would be with us, even in the most difficult of times.  

6. Talk with the group about how God can bring good even from bad or difficult situations. 
Using your current events, identify some good things that might come out of these bad 
situations.  

7. Conclude by praying together as a group that God will bring good results from the bad or 
difficult current events that you discussed, or pray today's Psalm. 
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The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King (Thirty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time), 
Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
2 Samuel 5:1-3 
David is anointed king. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 122:1-2,3-4,4-5 
Enter the house of the Lord rejoicing. 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians 1:12-20 
Hymn to Jesus as the first-born of all creation. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 23:35-43 
Jesus is crucified under the title King of the Jews. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Today as a Church, we conclude our liturgical year and celebrate the Feast of Christ the King. 
The Gospel we proclaim shows the great mystery of our faith: In the moment of his crucifixion, 
Jesus is shown to be King and Savior of all. 
 
Luke's Gospel has been loaded with surprises: the poor are rich, sinners find salvation, the 
Kingdom of God is found in our midst. Here we see the greatest surprise of all. We are 
confronted with the crucified Jesus, whom faith tells us is King and Savior of all. The irony is that 
the inscription placed on the cross, perhaps in mockery, contains the profoundest of truth. As the 
leaders jeer, the thief crucified by his side recognizes Jesus as Messiah and King, and finds 
salvation. 
 
Jesus is King, but not the kind of king we might have imagined or expected. His kingship was 
hidden from many of his contemporaries, but those who had the eyes of faith were able to see. 
As modern disciples of Jesus, we, too, struggle at times to recognize Jesus as King. Today's 
Gospel invites us to make our own judgment. With eyes of faith, we, too, recognize that Jesus, 
the crucified One, is indeed King and Savior of all. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 786:  Finally, the People of God shares in the royal office of Christ. He exercises 

his kingship by drawing all men to himself through his death and 
Resurrection. Christ, King and Lord of the universe, made himself the 
servant of all, for he came "not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many." For the Christian, "to reign is to serve him," 
particularly when serving "the poor and the suffering, in whom the Church 
recognizes the image of her poor and suffering founder." The People of 
God fulfils its royal dignity by a life in keeping with its vocation to serve 
with Christ.  

 
The sign of the cross makes kings of all those reborn in Christ and the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit consecrates them as priests, so that, apart from 
the particular service of our ministry, all spiritual and rational Christians are 
recognized as members of this royal race and sharers in Christ's priestly 
office. What, indeed, is as royal for a soul as to govern the body in 
obedience to God? And what is as priestly as to dedicate a pure conscience 
to the Lord and to offer the spotless offerings of devotion on the altar of the 
heart? 

 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2samuel/2samuel5.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm122.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/colossians/colossians1.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke23.htm#v35
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Making the Connection - Phase 3 (Grades 5, 6 & 7) 
 
We do not have kings or royalty in our culture, but Christ the King is different from all traditional 
notions of royalty. Christ is King because in his death and resurrection, he brought salvation to all 
humankind. We show that we are his followers when we live our lives accordingly. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Crucifix   

 Crown   

 Bible 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Prepare a prayer table in your meeting space that includes a crucifix, a crown, and a 
Bible.  

2. Invite the group to gather around the prayer table. Show the group the crucifix. Ask them 
to look at it carefully and reflect upon what it shows. Ask: How do you feel when you 
look upon the crucifix?  

3. Now show the group the crown. Ask: What does a crown make you think of? (kings, 
queens, royalty) What does it mean to be a king? (Accept all reasonable answers.) Tell 
them that after hearing today's Gospel, they will understand why you have asked them to 
consider both a crucifix and a crown. Tell them to listen carefully as you read the Gospel.  

4. Prayerfully read today's Gospel, Luke 23:35-43.  
5. Ask for someone from the group to tell in their own words what they heard in today's 

Gospel. Ask: Why do you think I have asked you to reflect upon a crucifix and a 
crown? (because Jesus was crucified under a sign that said he was “King of the Jews”) 
Is Jesus a King in the way we normally understand kings and royalty? Why or why 
not?  

6. Say: This is the last Sunday of the Church's liturgical year. (You might look together 
at the liturgical calendar found in their books at the start of the section entitled “The Year 
in Our Church.”) Say: Today we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King.  

7. Ask: Who in today's Gospel recognized that Jesus was King? (the thief) What did 
Jesus say would happen to him? (He would be with Jesus in paradise.)  

8. Ask: What will happen to those who believe the sign on Jesus' cross? (Like the 
thief, they will be with Jesus someday in heaven.)  

9. Conclude by praying together that we always recognize Christ the King and live our lives 
accordingly. Pray today's Psalm, or pray together the Lord's Prayer. 
 


