
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter, Cycle A 
Readings & Background 

Family Connection  

 
This Sunday’s Readings 

 
First Reading 

Acts of the Apostles 1:12-14 
After Jesus’ ascension to heaven, the apostles return to Jerusalem  

and gather in prayer with Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 27:1,4,7-8 
The Lord is our salvation. 

Second Reading 
1 Peter 4:13-16 

If you suffer for Christ, you will be blessed. 
Gospel Reading 

John 17:1-11a 
Jesus prays for his disciples. 

 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
Today’s reading is a prayer, which appears at the conclusion of Jesus’ Last Supper 
discourse.  
At the end of the prayer, Jesus is arrested in the garden. The prayer might be read as Jesus’ 
final commendation of himself to the Father. In the prayer, Jesus also expresses care and 
concern for his disciples. 
 
Jesus’ prayer reaffirms the complete union between Jesus and the Father. Throughout 
John’s Gospel, Jesus has been presented as the Word, who pre-existed with the Father 
and was sent to do the Father’s work on earth.  
 
In this prayer we learn that Jesus’ life and ministry have been directed toward one purpose, 
revealing the Father. When this work is accomplished, Jesus is to return to the Father to 
be glorified. Regardless of what happens to Jesus, in John’s Gospel, Jesus and the 
Father are in charge.  
 
Even in the description of Jesus’ death, Jesus does not simply die but instead hands 
over his spirit. 
 
In today’s Gospel we also note the distinction found in John’s Gospel between the world and 
the disciples. The disciples are in the world, but they are separate from it because they 
have been given to Jesus. They are chosen from the world to be in service to the world for 
its salvation. This salvation has been accomplished in Jesus because Jesus has revealed 
the Father to the world, but the disciples will be sent by Jesus to make both the Father 
and Jesus known to the world.  
 
Jesus’ prayer is for the disciples’ work in the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/seventh-sunday-of-easter-cycle-a-sunday-connection/#readings-background
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/052420-day.cfm


 

Seventh Sunday of Easter, Cycle A 
Family Connection  

 

Gospel Reading 
John 17:1-11a 

Jesus prays for his disciples. 

 

In today’s Gospel we glimpse Jesus’ prayer for his disciples. 

 

 If we read further in John’s Gospel, we find that Jesus prayed for his disciples’ 
protection from the evil one.  

Jesus also prayed for all those who would have faith in him because of the 
disciples’ teaching. That means that Jesus prayed for us as well, even before his 
death on the cross. Our faith tells us that Jesus continues to intercede for us at 
the Father’s right hand. 

Gather together as a family and think about the tradition of praying 
for other people.  

Who do you pray for?  

What do you ask for in your prayers?  

In today’s Gospel we find an example of Jesus’ prayer to the 
Father.  

Read together today’s Gospel, John 17:1-11a.  

Think about Jesus’ prayer for his disciples.  

We know that Jesus continues to intercede for us at the Father’s 
right hand.  

What might Jesus’ prayer be for you and your family?  

Conclude by praying together in thanks for the great love that 
Jesus shows you.  

 

Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 

 


