
Third Sunday of Lent, Cycle B 
Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

 
Gospel Reading John 2:13-25 

Jesus drives out the moneychangers from the Temple  
and says that he will destroy the temple and raise it up again. 

 
Young children think in concrete, literal ways. Like the people who heard Jesus in today’s 
Gospel, they take Jesus’ teachings literally. Jesus, however, sometimes taught using figures of 
speech and metaphors that his followers understood only after his Resurrection. 
 
Materials Needed 

• Sheets of paper rolled into the shape of a tube, fastened with tape, one for each child 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
 

1. Roll sheets of paper into tubes and secure them with tape. Give each child a tube.  
Tell the children that you can put a hole right through their hands without hurting them. 
Have them put the tube up to their right eye and close the eye. Then tell them to put their 
left hand slightly to the left of the tube’s opening, with the palm toward their face.  
Have them point the tube a bit to the left and open their right eye.  
With both eyes open, it will appear that their left hand has a hole. 
 

2. Next tell them you can make a part of their finger leave their hand and float. Have the 
children press their index fingers together at the tips with their thumb and other fingers 
tucked in so their index fingers make a straight line. Tell the children to raise their fingers 
to eye level and look beyond their fingers to something across the room. Have them 
slowly pull their index fingers apart and it will seem as though there is a piece of their 
finger floating between them. 
 

3. Sometimes things seem pretty unbelievable. In the Gospel this week, Jesus 
becomes angry and says something unbelievable to the people.  
Listen while I read it to see if you can hear the unbelievable words. 
 

4. Read aloud today’s Gospel, John 2:13-22. 
 

5. Just as you didn’t really get a hole in your hand and a piece of your finger didn’t 
really float, Jesus didn’t really mean to knock down the Temple and put it back 
together again in three days. He was referring to himself as the Temple. When 
Jesus died on Good Friday, he knew he would come back to life in three days.  
The people didn’t understand. But when he rose from the dead, they saw for 
themselves, and many believed. 
 

6. Conclude in prayer together that we will believe all that Jesus taught us and that Jesus is 
God’s Son because we, too, know that God raised him from the dead. Pray together the 
Act of Faith. 

  

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/030418.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-faith.htm

