
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Readings and Background on the Gospel Reading 

  
 

First Reading Jeremiah 20:7-9 
Jeremiah laments but cannot fail to speak in God's name. 

Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 63:2-6,8-9 
Our souls yearn for God. 

Second Reading  Romans 12:1-2 
Paul encourages the Romans to stay faithful to God. 

Gospel Reading   Matthew 16:21-27 
Jesus speaks of his Passion and rebukes Peter for his objection. 

 

 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
Today's Gospel continues the story that began in last week's Gospel. Simon Peter was called the “rock” 
upon which Jesus would build his Church, and yet Peter continues to show the limitations of his 
understanding of Jesus' identity.  
 
Now that the disciples have acknowledged that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus confides in them the 
outcome of his ministry: he must suffer and die in Jerusalem to be raised on the third day.  
 
Peter rejects this prediction, and Jesus rebukes him severely, calling him “Satan.” 
 
 In opposing this aspect of Jesus' mission, Peter shows that he is no longer speaking based on the 
revelation from God but as a human being. Jesus then teaches all of the disciples about the difficult 
path of discipleship: to be Christ's disciple is to follow in his way of the cross. 
 
Peter could not yet understand what it meant to call Jesus the Messiah. It is unlikely that the other 
disciples understood any better. *Messianic expectations* were a common aspect of first-century 
Judaism. Under Roman occupation, many in Israel hoped and prayed that God would send a Messiah to 
free the Jews from Roman oppression.  
The common view was that the Messiah would be a political figure, a king that would free Israel from 
Roman rule. This is perhaps what Peter envisioned when he was led to recognize Jesus as the Messiah.  
In this passage, however, Jesus is beginning to teach his disciples that he would be the Messiah in a 
different way. 
Jesus would be more like the suffering servant described by the prophet Isaiah than the political 
liberator. Those who would be Jesus' disciples would be called to a similar life of service.  
 
Perhaps this is what Peter feared most in Jesus' prediction of his Passion. He whom Jesus had called 
“rock” would also be called upon to offer himself in sacrifice and service to others.  
Christian leaders today are still called to sacrifice and serve others as Jesus did. 
 
"Messianism" and "messianic expectation" are ways of describing the expectation that an anointed person will 
come to redeem Israel and/or the Church 

 
Doctrinal Content: 

Profession of Faith Sacraments / 
Liturgy 

Christian 
Life 

Missionary paths. The Holy Spirit is the protagonist, "the principal 
agent of the whole of the Church's mission." It is he who leads the 
Church on her missionary paths. "This mission continues and, in 
the course of history, unfolds the mission of Christ, who was sent to 
evangelize the poor; so the Church, urged on by the Spirit of Christ, 
must walk the road Christ himself walked, a way of poverty and 
obedience, of service and self-sacrifice even to death, a death from 
which he emerged victorious by his resurrection." So it is that "the 
blood of martyrs is the seed of Christians." (#852) 

Holy Orders 
Baptism 
Eucharistic  
 
Prayer 
Memorial 
Acclamation 
 

Servant 
leadership – 
we need to 
serve others 
in leading 
them to 
Christ 

 
 

 



 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 

Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 16:21-27 

Jesus speaks of his Passion and rebukes Peter for his objection. 

 
Like Jesus’ disciples, we sometimes find Jesus’ teaching difficult to hear. We can alert children to this 
tendency and help them to remain open to the challenge of the Gospel and the life of discipleship. 
 
Materials Needed  

• None 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
 

1. Tell the group: Think about a time when you were told something that you didn’t want to hear. 
For example, what do you do when you are watching television and a grown up tells you that 
it is time to go clean your bedroom? Or perhaps you are playing outside with your friends 
and your parent calls you for dinner. How do you respond? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 
 

2. Say: In today’s Gospel we hear Jesus telling his disciples something that they may not have 
wanted to hear. Let’s listen to find out what this is and how one of his disciples responds. 
 

3. Read aloud today’s Gospel, Matthew 16:21-27. 
 

4. What was Jesus telling his disciples about in the beginning of this Gospel? (He was going to 
suffer and die.)  
How does Peter respond to Jesus? (Peter objects to what Jesus has said.)  
What does Jesus say to Peter? (He tells Peter that he doesn’t understand; he is not thinking like 
God.)  
What does Jesus tell his disciples next? (Jesus says that anyone who wants to be Jesus’ 
disciple must follow Jesus’ example.) 
 

5. Say: Jesus set an example for all of his followers. He loved people so much that he was 
willing to suffer and die for us.  
 

6. Ask: Who are some people in our world today who serve others? (Accept all reasonable 
answers.) These people can also be examples for us. Jesus also wants us to offer our lives in 
service to others. 
 

7. Conclude in prayer together for help in being good followers of Jesus.  
 
Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

 

 
Gospel Reading  Matthew 16:21-27 

Jesus speaks of his Passion and rebukes Peter for his objection. 

 
 
Many young people equate leadership with power. Jesus teaches us that Christian leadership is about 
service, not power. 
 
Materials Needed 

• None 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
 

1. Ask: What do you look for in a leader?  
What do we expect from people who are leaders? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 
 

2. Say: In today’s Gospel we again hear about a conversation between Jesus and Peter. Recall 
from last week’s Gospel that Jesus called Peter a rock and said that the Church would be 
built on this foundation. How do you think Peter felt when he heard this from Jesus? (Accept 
all reasonable answers.) Let’s listen to what happens in today’s Gospel. 
 

3. Invite one or more volunteers to read Matthew 16:21-27. 
 

4. Ask: What happened at the end of today’s Gospel? (Peter could not accept Jesus' words about 
his suffering and death; Peter did not understand what kind of messiah Jesus said he was going to 
be.) 
 How do you think Peter felt after Jesus rebuked him? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 
 

5. Say: Jesus was now telling his disciples what kind of messiah he was going to be. Peter 
probably hoped that Jesus would be a victorious king. Jesus, however, said that he was 
going to be a suffering servant of humanity. He told his disciples that they would need to be 
like him by offering their lives in service to others. 
 

6. Say: Jesus also wants us to follow his example and offer our lives in service to others. Who 
are some people who offer that example to us today? (Accept all reasonable answers.) 
 

7. Conclude by praying for Jesus’ help in living a life in the service of others.  
 
Pray together a prayer for vocations. 

 
         Prayer for Vocations 
God, in baptism, you called me by name 
and made me a member of your people, the Church. 
Help all your people to know their vocation in life 
and to respond by living a life of holiness. 
For the greater glory and for the service of your people,  
raise up dedicated and generous leaders 
who will serve as sisters, brothers, priests, 
 deacons and lay ministers. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen me 
that I may serve your people 
following the example of Jesus your Son 
in whose name I make this prayer. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Making the Connection 7, 8 & 9 
Gospel Reading:  Matthew 16:21-27 

Jesus speaks of his Passion and rebukes Peter for his objection. 
 

 
Young people at this age are often challenged to “think!” This Sunday's Gospel challenges them to think, 
not as humans do, but as God does. 
 
Materials Needed - None 
 

1. Ask everybody what it is that they are thinking about at this very moment.  
Invite volunteers to share with the group. 

 
2. Say: (Do you know the story  or have you seen the movie of the Wizard of Oz?)  

In the story of the Wizard of Oz, Dorothy (the little girl) meets three characters who join her on 
her journey to the Emerald City to meet the great and powerful (wizard) Oz.  
(Scarecrow; Tin Man and Lion) 
Each of these characters is lacking something.  
What are they missing? (The scarecrow is missing a brain; the tin man lacks a heart; and the lion has 
no courage.) 

 
3. Let's think about the scarecrow for a moment. Without a brain, what is it that he feels he is 

unable to do? (think) We definitely need a brain to think! In fact, when we do something 
thoughtless, our parents may ask, “Where are your brains?” 

 
4. In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus challenges Peter to think, but to do so in a very unusual way. 
 
5. Have a volunteer read aloud this Sunday's Gospel, Matthew 16:21-27. 
 
6. Discuss: In this Gospel, how does Jesus want Peter to think? (not as humans think, but as God 

thinks) 
 

7. How is God's thinking different from Peter's thinking in this story? (Peter thinks that Jesus should 
not go to Jerusalem and face the danger of death; God thinks that Jesus is called to go to Jerusalem to 
give his life for others.) 
 

8. We are born to think of our own needs. God calls us to think not about ourselves but about 
others. This is a different way of thinking. Like the scarecrow, we need a brain. Although we 
have our own brain, we need to put on the mind—the brain—of God to think as God thinks.  

 
9. Conclude by praying the Lord's Prayer, telling the young people that this prayer helps us to put on the 

mind of Christ. 
 

Pray together a prayer for vocations. 
 
            Prayer for Vocations 

God, in baptism, you called me by name 
and made me a member of your people, the Church. 
Help all your people to know their vocation in life 
and to respond by living a life of holiness. 
For the greater glory and for the service of your people,  
raise up dedicated and generous leaders 
who will serve as sisters, brothers, priests, 
 deacons and lay ministers. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen me 
that I may serve your people 
following the example of Jesus your Son 
in whose name I make this prayer.  Amen. 
 



Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Making the Connection:  Family Connection 

 
Gospel Reading  Matthew 16:21-27 

Jesus speaks of his Passion and rebukes Peter for his objection. 
 

 
Peter was expecting a Messiah that would carry out a different plan than the one Jesus had explained. 
Jesus was indeed the Messiah, but his life and death would show a different understanding of what it 
means to be the Messiah.  
 
We too have expectations of God and our own ideas about what we think God ought to be doing in our 
world. Like Peter we may risk limiting our image of God by thinking only in human ways. God’s plan is 
always more than we can ever imagine. 
 
As you gather as a family, talk about what we expect God to be doing in our world and in our family life. 
Then read today’s Gospel, Matthew 16:21-27.  
 
Why do you think Peter was so upset by what Jesus was saying?  
 
Notice how Jesus reprimands Peter.  
 
Do we sometimes forget to let God be God for us? That is, do we sometimes get discouraged because God 
doesn’t act in our world in the ways that we expect?  
 
Pray together that your family will remember that God is always working for the world’s salvation in ways 
that are beyond our human imaginings.  
 
Conclude by praying together today’s Psalm, Psalm 63. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 


