
An Easter Message for a very different time 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,


To say that Holy Week and Easter 2020 have been the most unusual in history has 
to be the understatement of the century! As we began the Lenten Season we were 
confidently making plans for Holy Week and Easter. We were planning how the Rite 
of Election would be conducted by Archbishop Abel and myself in the different 
Deaneries during the first three Sundays of Lent. We were planning how Chrism 
Mass would be celebrated. Then out of the blue came news of a mystery disease 
was sweeping across the world after emerging in the city of Wuhan in China. While 
we were struggling to digest that news, an even bigger and more ravaging  
outbreak of the Coronavirus was reported in northern Italy, then Rome, then right 
here at home!


Now it was time to sit up and take note. But we had hardly reached our chairs to 
sit down when President Ramaphosa declared a State of Disaster, whose stringent 
measures were to be implemented immediately. Several emergency meetings later, 
and we were in lockdown mode. At that stage it became clear that Easter was 
going to be affected. But no one could have foreseen the wholesale cancellation of 
Masses and Ceremonies for the holiest and most revered sacred season on the 
Christian Calendar.


So, today I write to you to share with you what we will be doing, and what is more 
important, what we would like you to do during this special Holy Season.

Many of you are already aware of what is available on TV and Radio, but also 
where to find live-streaming of Holy Mass and the Easter Ceremonies on YouTube, 
Facebook and other social media.


However helpful watching Holy Mass and Ceremonies on the various media 
platforms may be, from what I am experiencing myself during these days, it is the 
personal engagement in prayer and para-liturgical services that is proving most 
uplifting. For instance on Palm Sunday, rather than watching Pope Francis 
celebrate a low key Palm Sunday Mass in St Peter’s, I celebrated in my Chapel. I 
did the blessing of the palms, omitted the procession, and moved on immediately 
to the Mass with the full version of the Passion according to St Matthew.


So for Holy Thursday, I strongly recommend that every Family does the Service for 
Families at home, and instead of just one of the parents or senior children washing 
the feet of the others, everyone washes the feet of the others.

You know when the lockdown began, and when I came to realise the radical effect 
it was going to have on all of us right now, I could not shake off the thought that 
we would do well not to see the Coronavirus as a passing phenomenon, but rather 



as a catalyst for a whole new reality which would bring us into a very different 
world. 


When I shared this thought with Fr Brett during one of our briefing sessions this is 
what he said in reply: “I think Coronavirus is going to push us, in Fr James Mallon’s 
language, from maintenance to mission”. In other words we will be getting it quite 
wrong if we think that once the pandemic is under control, we will be going “back 
to life as normal.” As someone else has put it: We are going to have a completely 
new normal.” Already we are hearing people saying, after the lockdown, 
government will have to be serious about removing all the shacks and shanties 
and move people into decent houses.


For me the dream is much more about what is going to happen in the home. You 
have read or heard me saying that I believe God is calling us to be a very different 
type of Church, with the living bricks not being the individuals who go to Church 
regularly and are active around Church matters. No! What I envisage in a Church 
whose living bricks are the Families who live and share their faith in the home 
before ever they set foot outside to go to Church.


In a way I see my childhood experience coming alive again to inspire and guide me 
on the way forward. On the farm it was not possible to get to church, some 15 kms 
away when the weather was bad, so Mum and Dad got us together in their 
bedroom for an extended morning prayer service. Sundays and indeed all days 
were concluded with Rosary and Night prayer together.


As a result when I heard talk for the first time during my priestly formation of the 
Domestic Church, it wasn’t a strange idea. It was something I had lived and 
breathed. 

Enough of old man’s dreams and memories. Where do we go to from here?


During the Synod on Youth, Pope Francis often referred to the Resurrection. So it 
was no surprise that he gave the Exhortation with which he launched the fruits of 
that Synod the title “Christus Vivit” - Christ is alive! In other words, “Easter is for 
real!”


I know that some people have reacted to the Lockdown as a full scale disaster. 
They can see no good whatsoever coming from it. In a way they are as negative 
and despondent as the two disciples on the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus. 
Everything they had hoped for, everything they had banked on; everything they had 
invested their energy in, was over and done with. That was their mood as the 
decided to “leave the Church.” What they couldn’t have known or even dreamed of 
was that Jesus would come to them at the very moment when they doubted him 
most. In fact they had totally given up on him!


And what does Jesus do? He comes to them and meets them where they were. 
And from there, from their hopelessness, he begins to rebuild their life and their 
faith, and he does this on the most basic foundation imaginable, the Word of God, 
first in the Scriptures, then in his own actions as the Word of God made flesh. 



Finally he goes into their home to share a meal with them, and he ends up 
celebrating the First House Mass. can there be any stronger confirmation that in 
his eyes the Home is meant to be the Domestic Church.


During these days of Lockdown the media is reporting an alarming increase in 
distress calls from women and children calling for help because they are being 
abused. It boggles the mind how a man who is presented in the Scriptures as the 
head of his family, the defender and protector of his wife and children can be the 
cause of harm to them!

This is one of the reason why I regard the Coronavirus lockdown as a opportunity 
for men to take real responsibility for their family. I beg them to begin by making 
the Family Home a real Domestic Church willed by Jesus and blessed by him on 
the very day that he rose from the dead. It is in the Home that we must at this time 
give full meaning of his resurrection as the way Jesus wants to overcome every 
type of sin and evil, from the home first, then from the Community of his disciples 
and through them from society.


When we come out of the lockdown, let us all dream about a future Church and 
society that will bear the fruits of the mystery which Jesus explained on the way 
from the City of Jerusalem, the city of the Temple to Emmaus, the village of the 
Domestic Church.


May God grace and bless everyone of you with a Happy and Holy and Fruitful 
Easter. Keep well and keep safe!


+Wilfrid Cardinal Napier OFM 

Archbishop of Durban 



