
27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME CYCLE A  
THEME: How we respond to God's Messengers  

 

  

Profession of faith (what we believe)  

SCRIPTURE  

First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7         The Lord compares the house of Israel to a vineyard 

Responsorial Psalm 80:9,12-16,19-20 The Lord protects his vineyard, the house of Israel. 

Second Reading Philippians 4:6-9 Paul encourages the Philippians to stay faithful to 
the teaching they received from him 

Gospel Reading Matthew 21 33-43 Jesus tells the parable about the wicked tenants. 

Christian living and morality (how we live)  

Prayer/worship (how we pray)  

 
Welcome and opening prayer:  As usual. 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
Today's Gospel follows directly after last Sunday's Gospel in which Jesus was questioned by Jewish 

religious leaders about the source of his teaching authority. After refusing to answer their questions, 

Jesus tells the parable of the two sons and then criticizes the priests and elders for their lack of belief in 

John the Baptist. 

In today's Gospel, Jesus once again speaks to the priests and elders with a parable. In this parable, the 

landowner leases his vineyard to tenants and sends his servants to collect the portion of the harvest 

that the tenants owe to him. Several times the servants are sent to collect payment, and each time 

they are beaten and killed by the tenants. Finally, the landowner sends his son to collect his rent. 

The tenants, believing that they will inherit the vineyard if the landowner dies without an heir, plot 

together and kill the landowner's son. 

After telling the parable, Jesus questions the chief priests and elders about what the landowner will do to 

the wicked tenants. They all agree that the landowner will kill the wicked tenants and give the land to 

new tenants who will pay the rent. 

In telling the parable, Jesus is clearly drawing upon Isaiah 5:1-7, which is today's first reading and one that 

the priests and elders would have known well. Jesus doesn't, therefore, have to explain the symbolism of 

the parable; the Pharisees would have understood that the vineyard represented Israel, the 

landowner represented God, the servants represented the prophets, and the bad tenants 

represented the religious leaders. Yet Jesus nonetheless explains the meaning of the parable 

for his audience: the Kingdom of God will be taken from the unbelieving and given to the 

faithful. The chief priests and elders have condemned themselves with their answer to 

Jesus' question. 

 
How do we respond to those who correct us? ___________________________________ 
For example: 

• How do we respond to a friend who tells us that it is time to do homework?  

• What is our response if a classmate reminds us to be quiet while the teacher is talking? 
What do we say to a sibling who tells us that it's our turn to do the dishes?  
 

Let us discuss these and other scenarios and consider various responses to such reminders about 
rules. 
 In today's Gospel we hear a parable about how some people responded to God's 
messengers. Jesus is talking to some of the religious leaders in Jerusalem. The point that 
Jesus is making to them through the parable is direct and critical. 
 
Invite one or more volunteers to read today's Gospel, Matthew 21:33-43. 
 
What does Jesus ask the religious leaders, and what is their answer? (What will the owner do 
to the wicked tenants? The landowner will kill them and give the land to different tenants).  
 
Do you think that the landowner would be justified if that was his response?  
(Accept all reasonable answers.) 
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Jesus then speaks directly to the religious leaders.  
What does Jesus say will be taken away from them and given to others? (The Kingdom of God) 
 
The message for us in today's Gospel is also pretty clear.  
God sends people to help us love and obey him.  
How do we respond to them?  
If we are like the wicked tenants in the parable, then we need to change our ways if we want to 
be part of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Conclude in prayer together. 
 
Can you recall a time when you did not respond kindly to someone who was trying to help you 
love and obey God. 

 
Let us pray for the wisdom to be more open to God's messengers. : 
 
Angel Gabriel  
You,  Angel of humanity, you trusting messenger of God, open our 
ears also for the quiet warnings and calls of the most loving Heart of 
Jesus!  
Always be in front of our eyes, we beg you,  
that we understand the Word of God correctly,  
that we follow, obey and fulfil that which God wants of us!  
And assist us in staying awake for when the Lord comes  
to get us so that He does not find us asleep!  
Amen 
 

Pray together the Act of Contrition. 
 
 

Act of Contrition 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
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