
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Background on the Gospel Reading 

 
First Reading  Isaiah 25:6-10a  The Lord will provide richly for his people. 

Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 23:1-6  The Lord is our shepherd. 
Second Reading  Philippians 4:12-14,19-20 Paul tells the Philippians that God 

provides whatever he needs. 
Gospel Reading  Matthew 22:1-14 (shorter form Matthew 22:1-10) 

Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a wedding feast. 

 
Immediately after criticizing the religious leaders through the parable of the tenants in last 
Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus proceeded to tell another parable, again directed at the religious 
leaders. We hear this parable in today’s Gospel. 

In the parable of the wedding feast, Jesus offers an image of the kingdom of heaven using the 
symbol of a wedding banquet.  

In today’s first reading from the prophet Isaiah and in today’s psalm, the Lord’s goodness is 
evident in the symbol of a feast of good food and wine. Jesus’ listeners would have been 
familiar with the image of a wedding feast as a symbol for God’s salvation. They would 
consider themselves to be the invited guests. Keeping this in mind helps us to understand the 
critique Jesus makes with this parable. The context for this parable is the growing tension 
between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders in Jerusalem. This has been the case for the 
past two Sundays and will continue to be true for the next several weeks. 

The parable Jesus tells is straightforward. The king dispatches his 
servants to invite the guests to the wedding feast that he is planning 
for his son. The listeners would have been surprised to learn 
that the first guests refused the invitation. Who would refuse 
the king’s invitation? A second dispatch of servants follows. 
Again, to the listeners’ great surprise, some guests ignore the 
invitation. Some of the invited guests even go so far as to mistreat 
and kill the servants. The king invokes his retribution against 
these murderers by destroying them and burning their city. 

We might stop here for a moment. Why would some guests kill the servants sent to invite 
them to the king’s wedding feast? It might be possible that the 
king was a tyrant, evidenced by the destruction of the city of those 
who refused his invitation. But if we follow this idea, then the allegory 
seems to be about something other than the kingdom of heaven. It 
is more likely that the destruction of the city would have been a 
powerful image corresponding to the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans in A.D. 70, which would have been an important event for 
Matthew’s audience. 

With the invited guests now deemed unworthy to attend the king’s 
wedding feast, the servants are sent to invite whomever they can 
find. The guests arrive, but it appears that accepting the king’s 
invitation brings certain obligations. The guest who failed to dress 

in the appropriate wedding attire is cast out of the feast. We are 
reminded that while many are invited to the kingdom of 
heaven, not all are able to meet its requirements. God invites us to his feast, giving 
us his salvation. Yet he asks us to repent for our sins. 

Jesus’ message in the parable cautions against exclusive beliefs about the kingdom of 
heaven. The parable also teaches about humility. Those who assume that they are the 
invited guests may find that they have refused the invitation, and so others are invited in their 
place. To accept the invitation is also to accept its obligations.  

God wants our full conversion in complete acceptance of his mercy. 
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Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 

Family Connection 

 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 22:1-14 (shorter form Matthew 22:1-10) 
Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a wedding feast. 

 

Today’s Gospel reminds us that God invites all of us to his kingdom.  

How do we respond to this invitation?  

 

In theological terms, God has granted us free will to accept or reject salvation.  

The parable of the wedding feast reminds us that God desires our wholehearted 
acceptance of his invitation to salvation. 

As you gather as a family, discuss what you consider appropriate attire for various 
occasions.  

For example, if your family were invited to a neighbour’s barbecue, what would you wear?  

If you were planning to attend the symphony, what might you wear?  

If invited to an evening wedding, what might you wear?  

Discuss how our preparations for an event and our choice of attire indicates the 
importance and value we place on the occasion.  

In today’s Gospel Jesus uses this metaphor to talk about the kingdom of heaven.  

Read Matthew 22:1-14.  

Discuss why the guest was thrown out of the wedding feast.  

What does Jesus expect of those who accept his invitation of salvation?  

What would be the evidence of our conversion to God’s salvation?  

Pray together as a family that you will respond wholeheartedly to God’s invitation to 
salvation.  

 

Pray together today’s psalm, Psalm 23. 
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Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 

Making the Connection (Grades 7 and 8) 
 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 22:1-14 (shorter form Matthew 22:1-10) 
Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a wedding feast. 

 
Being accepted as part of the in-group is very important to young people at this age. To receive an 
invitation to a party is a sign of acceptance. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus teaches that we should 
not take for granted God’s invitation to the heavenly banquet. 
 
Materials Needed 
A pack of party invitations, Index cards, Pens, Paper, Markers 

 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
1. Show a pack of party invitations to the young people.  

Imagine that you were going to throw a party and had to 
draw up an invitation list. Think about who you would 
want to invite to your party. On this index card, write the 
initials of those you would want to invite. 
 

2. Distribute index cards and pens and allow sufficient time for the young 
people to complete their lists. Assure the young people that their lists will 
remain confidential. Collect them. 
 

3.  It’s nice to know that someone thinks enough of you to invite you 
to celebrate with him or her. Therefore, receiving an invitation to a 
party is meaningful. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells a story 
about people who received an invitation but strangely ignored it. 
 

4. Invite volunteers to read aloud this Sunday’s Gospel, Matthew 22:1-14. 
 

5. Explain that Jesus was telling his audience about God’s invitation to 
them.  
God is generous and loves us so much that he invites everyone to come to his table 
and share in his gifts. 
 

6. Hand out the paper and markers. Tell the young people to design an invitation from God, 
detailing all the gifts that God offers us. 
 

7. Collect the invitations and distribute them randomly (but making sure that no one has his or 
her own invitation). Tell the young people to keep them as reminders of God’s invitation to 
share in his divine life. 
 

8. End by praying the psalm for this Sunday, Psalm 23. 
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Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6) 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 22:1-14 (shorter form Matthew 22:1-10) 
Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a wedding feast. 

 
Older children may already have internalized a particular expectation of heaven and may judge 
others accordingly. Today’s Gospel presents an opportunity to reconsider these assumptions and 
judgments and to consider the virtue of humility. 
 
Materials Needed:  None 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
1. Ask the group: Whom do you expect to see in heaven?  

Allow the group time to consider this question and to discuss their responses.  
Make a list of their answers. 
 

2. Ask the group: Do you think you will be in heaven?  
Allow time for the group to consider this question, but do not discuss their answers. 
 

3. In today’s Gospel Jesus tells a parable about the kingdom of heaven. He addresses 
the parable to the religious leaders, people who were fairly confident that they were 
chosen by God for salvation. Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel. 
 

4. Invite a volunteer to read Matthew 22:1-10. 
 

5. Ask questions such as these:  
In the parable, who finally got to enjoy the wedding feast?  
Were you surprised by this?  
Do you think those who heard the parable as Jesus told it were surprised? (Accept all 
reasonable responses.)  
Allow time for students to add to the list that you began earlier. 
 

6. Say: But wait, there’s more to this Gospel.  
 
Invite another volunteer to read Matthew 22:11-14. 
 

7. Why was the guest sent away from the 
feast? (The guest wasn’t dressed 
appropriately.)  
Was this fair? (Accept all reasonable 
responses.)  
What does this tell us about accepting 
God’s invitation of salvation? (We must 
show our acceptance by changing our lives to 
conform to God’s kingdom.): 
Jesus teaches us in this Gospel the 
importance of humility as we hope for 
God’s kingdom and salvation. 
 

8. Pray together for the strength to approach 
God’s promise of salvation with humility and 
repentance.  
 
Pray the Lord’s Prayer.  
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Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 22:1-14 (shorter form Matthew 22:1-10) 
Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a wedding feast. 

 
 
Friendship is an important aspect of the lives of young children. Using this familiar concept, we can 
teach about Christian discipleship and evangelization. 
Materials Needed: Two magnets; a small square of construction paper; a rubber band; a bolt; a 
safety pin. a paper clip.                                                                    
Draw on the construction paper a small cloud and write the word heaven inside it. Glue the 
cloud to one of the magnets. 
 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
1. Show the group the plain magnet. Say: This magnet is a very friendly fellow. Let’s see 

how many friends the magnet has. 
 

2. Invite a volunteer to find the magnet’s "friends" by seeing which of 
the items you brought—a rubber band, a bolt, a safety pin, and a 
paper clip—are attracted to it. 
 

3. Say: In the Gospel this week, Jesus tells a story to show how 
some people respond to the invitation to be his disciple and how 
some people refuse this invitation. Let’s listen carefully to this 
Gospel. 
 

4. Read today’s Gospel in its shorter form, Matthew 22:1-10. 
 

5. Do the first people invited to the king’s banquet accept the invitation?(No.) 
How about the second group? (No.)  
Who does finally accept the invitation to the banquet? (people who were gathered from 
the streets, good and bad alike) 
 

6. Those who accept the invitation to be Jesus’ disciples become like the items that 
were attracted to this magnet. Show the group again how the magnet picks up the bolt. 
Now watch what happens to us when we become Jesus’ disciples. Show the group how 
the bolt can also pick up the safety pin, and how the safety pin can now pick up the paper clip. 
 

7. When we accept Jesus’ invitation to be his disciple, he asks us to be his "magnets" 
and invite others to be his disciples as well. Those of us who say yes to Jesus’ 
invitation are in for a treat. Attach the magnet holding the items to the magnet with the word 
heaven on it. 
 

8. Conclude in prayer together, asking for God’s help to accept the invitation to be Jesus’ 
disciple.  
 
Pray together today’s psalm, Psalm 23. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/101517.cfm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Activities 

Sermon Title: "You Are Invited"  Gospel : Matthew 22:1-14 

EXCUSES GAME: Have children sit in a circle with a big ball! A child will toss the ball to another 
player and give an excuse that they can think of. The child who catches the ball will then give an 
excuse and roll or toss the ball to someone else, etc. Children will begin to realize how funny 
excuses sound. Begin to tell the story. 
 
TEACHER WITH EXCUSES: The teacher can start the class with EXCUSES, such as I can't 
take attendance because I don't like this pencil, I can't write on the chalk board because the chalk 
is too short, or I can't get your construction paper because my back hurts, I can't open this can of 
cookies because the lid is on too tight, etc. Children will begin to get the LESSON VERY 
QUICKLY! 
 
THEME IN CHALK: Write our theme today on the chalkboard but leave out many letters for 
children to guess at during the lesson. After someone has guessed the theme words of MAKING 
EXCUSES TO GOD, let children children write their own names on the board if they have ever 
made excuses. 
 
R.S.V.P. 2 GOD BOOK MARKER: Children can cut out letters R - S - V - P and glue them to 
another piece of paper in the shape and size of a book marker. Give children markers to write the 
2 GOD and write Matthew 22:1-3. Hole punch the top and let children put a ribbon in the top of 
the book marker. 
 
BIBLE INVITATIONS: Give children pages to staple together to form a BIBLE (the cover can be 
a coloured piece of construction paper and the pages can be white. Children can write one of the 
invitations from our lesson, on each page of their BIBLE INVITATIONS (written on the cover of 
their "Bible"), such as Rev 22:17, Matthew 11:28, Matthew 19:14, Matthew 16:24, Hebrews 4:16, 
John 6:35, Isaiah 1:18, Isaiah 55:3, Psalm 101:2, Mark 10:14 and John 7:37. 
 
PLAY DRESS UP: Give children choices of dressing up like a KING, or a Bride or as servants. 
After being dressed up, let them recite and try to memorize the verse. Take a picture of the kids 
all dressed up to put in a frame the next week! The teacher could have a large poster board with 
the Bible verse written out on it, to have the children hold while taking the picture. 
 
PARTY TIME: After listening to the Bible story today, let children have a short "party time" with 
the dress up, balloons, whistles, party hats and music and some treats in a basket, etc. Review 
the story about people not wanting to come and that others were invited and had a great time. 
Ask the children who the KING was in the story and who was His Son and what INVITATION 
does Jesus send to US? THANK JESUS for inviting us to come and receive the FREE gift of life 
which He offers. 
 
FREE GIFT: The teacher can have a gift wrapped for each child to take home at the end of class. 
Tell the children that it is a FREE GIFT from the teacher. On the gift TAG, the teacher can write, 
RECEIVE GOD'S FREE GIFT OF SALVATION, or another Bible verse or saying about today's 
lesson, as teacher chooses. 
 
Song:  "I Have Decided to Follow Jesus"  
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I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 
Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 
My cross I’ll carry, till I see Jesus; 
My cross I’ll carry, till I see Jesus; 
My cross I’ll carry, till I see Jesus; 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
No turning back, no turning back. 

6. I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
No turning back, no turning back. 

 
7. The world behind me, the cross before me; 

The world behind me, the cross before me; 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
No turning back, no turning back. 

 
8. Though none go with me, still I will follow; 

Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
No turning back, no turning back. 

 
9. My cross I’ll carry, till I see Jesus; 

My cross I’ll carry, till I see Jesus; 
My cross I’ll carry, till I see Jesus; 
No turning back, no turning back. 

 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
No turning back, no turning back. 

1. I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 

2. The world behind me, the cross before me; 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
No turning back, no turning back. 

 
3. Though none go with me, still I will follow; 

Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
No turning back, no turning back. 

 
4. My cross I’ll carry, till I see Jesus; 

My cross I’ll carry, till I see Jesus; 
My cross I’ll carry, till I see Jesus; 
No turning back, no turning back. 

 
5. Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 

Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
No turning back, no turning back. 


