
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Cycle A  
Good Shepherd Sunday 

Background on the Gospel 
 

First Reading     Acts of the Apostles 2:14a,36-41    
Peter and the other apostles baptize 3,000 people. 

 
Psalm   Psalm 23:1-6    

The Lord is my shepherd. 
 

Second Reading 1 Peter 2:20b-25    
We have been healed by the wounds of Christ. 

 
Gospel   John 10:1-10    

Jesus is the gate for his sheep. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
   
This fourth Sunday of the Easter season is sometimes called Good Shepherd Sunday because in each 
of the three lectionary cycles, the Gospel reading invites us to reflect on Jesus as the Good Shepherd. In 
each cycle the reading is from the tenth chapter of John's Gospel. This chapter sets the framework for 
Jesus' teaching about himself as the Good Shepherd.  
 
Today's reading falls between the stories of Jesus' healing of the man born blind and the raising of Lazarus. 
Both of these stories were proclaimed in the Gospels found in this year's season of Lent. Following the 
controversy that ensued when Jesus healed the man born blind, Jesus directs his allegory about the sheep 
and the shepherd toward the Jewish religious leaders of his time, the Pharisees. 
 
Throughout John's Gospel the Pharisees fail to accept Jesus' ministry and teaching. They show 
themselves to be “robbers and thieves” because they try to lead the sheep without entering through the gate, 
Jesus. Through these metaphors, Jesus is telling his listeners that those who follow him and his way 
will find abundant life. He identifies himself both as the shepherd and the gate. The shepherds who are 
faithful to him are the ones whom the sheep (Jesus' disciples) should follow. 
 
The relationship between the sheep and their shepherd is based on 
familiarity. Sheep recognize their shepherd and will not follow a stranger. At the 
end of the day, shepherds lead their sheep from pastures to a common gated 
area called a sheepfold. There, one shepherd protects all of the sheep until the 
next day when each shepherd returns to lead his own sheep to pasture. As 
shepherds move among the sheep, the sheep follow only their shepherd. 
 
Today's Gospel also gives us the opportunity to reflect on Christian 
leadership. Jesus' words suggest to us that those who will lead the Christian 
community will be known by their faithfulness to Jesus. The leaders will 
recognize that Jesus is the gate for all of the sheep and that having a good 
relationship with Jesus is the primary characteristic of a Christian leader.  
 
Jesus' allegory also suggests that faithful Christian leadership requires a good relationship with the 
community: the shepherd knows his sheep, and they know him.  
 
Christian leaders follow the example of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, by being faithful to him and by being a 
good shepherd. 
 
Doctrinal Content: 

Profession of Faith Sacraments / Liturgy Christian Life 
Jesus is the Shepherd 
and Guardian of our souls 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  Being a disciple of Jesus / 
Following the example of Jesus 

 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts2.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm23.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1peter/1peter2.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm


 
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Cycle A  

Good Shepherd Sunday 
Family Connection 

 
Gospel Reading 

John 10:1-10 
Jesus is the gate for his sheep. 

Even though we have less experience with sheep and shepherds today in our society, we can still 
identify strongly with the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd and as the gate for the sheep.  

Psalm 23 remains a popular and favourite psalm for prayer.  

In the image of the Good Shepherd, we know ourselves to be protected and cared for by a loving 
God. 

As your family gathers, ask what each person knows about sheep and shepherds.  

Recall that shepherds and sheep have a close relationship. Sheep will only follow their own 
shepherd; they recognize his voice and will not follow a stranger. The shepherd’s job is to protect 
his sheep. 

In some ways, the relationship between the shepherd and his sheep is like that of a parent and 
child.  

 
Read together this Sunday’s Gospel, John 10:1-10.  
Talk about how Jesus tells us that he is the gate for the sheep. The sheep enter the protection of 
the sheepfold through the gate.  

In Jesus we find protection and abundant life.  

Conclude by thanking Jesus for being our Good Shepherd and by praying today’s psalm,  

Psalm 23. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050717.cfm


I am the good Shepherd 
Question: "What did Jesus mean when He said 'I am the good Shepherd?'" 
 

Answer: “I am the good Shepherd” (John 10:11) is the fourth of seven “I am” declarations of Jesus recorded 
only in John’s gospel. These “I am” proclamations point to His unique divine identity and purpose. 
Immediately after declaring that He is “the door” in John 10:7, here Jesus declares “I am the good shepherd.” 
He describes Himself as not only “the shepherd,” but the “good shepherd.” What does this mean? 
 

It should be understood that Jesus is “the” good shepherd, not simply “a” good shepherd, as others may 
be, but He is unique in character (Psalm 23; Zechariah 13:7; Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 2:25; 1 Peter 5:4).  
The Greek word kalos translated “good” describes that which is noble, wholesome, good, and beautiful, in 
contrast with that which is wicked, mean, foul and unlovely. It signifies not only that which is good 
inwardly—character—but also that which is attractive outwardly. It is an innate goodness. Therefore, in 
using the phrase “the good shepherd,” Jesus is referencing His inherent goodness, His righteousness, and 
His beauty. As shepherd of the sheep, He is the one who protects, guides, and nurtures His flock. 
 

As He did in declaring that He is “the door of the sheep” in John 10:7, Jesus is making a contrast between 
Himself and the religious leaders, the Pharisees (John 10:12-13). He compares them to a “hireling” or “hired 
hand” who don’t really care about the sheep. In John 10:9, Jesus speaks of thieves and robbers who sought 
to enter the sheepfold stealthily. In that passage the Jewish leaders (Pharisees) were contrasted with Christ 
who is the Door. Here, in John 10:12, the hireling is contrasted with the true or faithful shepherd who 
willingly gives up his life for the sheep. He who is a “hireling” works for wages, which are his main 
consideration. His concern is not for the sheep but for himself. Interestingly enough, the shepherds of 
ancient times were not usually the owners of the flock. Nevertheless, they were expected to exercise the 
same care and concern the owners would. This was characteristic of a true shepherd. However, some of the 
hirelings thought only of themselves. As a result, when a wolf appeared—the most common threat to sheep 
in that day—the hireling abandoned the flock and fled, leaving the sheep to be scattered or killed (John 
10:12-13). 
 

First, to better understand the purpose of a shepherd during the ancient times of Jesus, it is helpful to realize 
that sheep are utterly defenceless and totally dependent upon the Shepherd. Sheep are always subject to 
danger and must always be under the watchful eye of the shepherd as they graze. Rushing walls of water 
down the valleys from sudden heavy rainfalls may sweep them away, robbers may steal them, and wolves 
may attack the flock. David tells how he killed a lion and a bear while defending his father's flock as a 
shepherd boy (1 Samuel 17:36). Driving snow in the winter, blinding dust and burning sands in summer, long 
lonely hours each day, all these the shepherd patiently endures for the welfare of the flock. In fact, shepherds 
were frequently subjected to grave danger, sometimes even giving their lives to protect their sheep.  
 

Likewise, Jesus gave His life on the cross as “The Good Shepherd” for his own. He who would save others, 
though He had the power, did not choose to save Himself. “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). Through His willing sacrifice the Lord 
made salvation possible for all who come to Him in faith. In proclaiming that He is the good shepherd, Jesus 
speaks of “laying down” His life for His sheep (John 10:15, 17-18).  
 

Jesus’ death was divinely appointed. It is only through Him that we receive salvation. “I am the good 
shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own” (John 10:14). Furthermore, Jesus makes it clear 
that it wasn’t just for the Jews that he laid down His life, but also for the “other sheep I have which are not 
of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one 
shepherd” (John 10:16). The “other sheep” clearly refers to the Gentiles. As a result, Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd over all, both Jew and Gentile, who come to believe upon Him (John 3:16). 
 

Recommended Resources: Logos Bible Software and Jesus: The Greatest Life of All by Charles Swindoll. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zechariah%2013.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%2013.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Peter%202.25
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Peter%205.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Samuel%2017.36
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2020.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.17-18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
http://www.logos.com/gotquestions
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=901902
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