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“Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.” 

Mat 4:4 
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Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

For those using this programme for the first time, we hope this overview will be useful.  For 

those, who have used the programme before, we hope that this will help as a refresher. 

The aim of Catechesis is to lead children into an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is 

essential that Catechists understand that this is our objective. When we pair this with the 

meaning of the word Catechesis, the vision behind this programme will become apparent.   

Catechesis means “echoing the Word”. If our aim is to lead children into relationship with Jesus 

and Jesus is the Word made flesh, then Gospel Based Catechesis starts to make sense.    

Any Catechetical programme is as good as the Catechist makes it.  This programme has been 

designed to follow the liturgical cycle and the sessions have been taken mainly from the Loyola 

Press Sunday Connections with doctrinal content from the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  

Additional content sources are acknowledged as applicable. 

The Sunday Connection is an American based programme and the Catechist will need to adapt 

lessons as applicable to suit our country and herirage. 

The material includes all three Sunday readings but the sessions are centred on the Gospel 

reading.  The Catechist needs to read all three and reflect on the key message as highlighted in 

the session and the background to the Gospel.  

The Catechist needs to refer constantly to the Liturgical Calendar in order to highlight Feast Days 

and special celebrations (e.g. Patronal Feast Days) that may not be included in the material. 

There has been a paradigm shift in Catechetics from the classroom model towards focussing on 

relationship with Christ and this programme - if used in the way it is intended - facilitates this and 

is flexible enough to incorporate related Parish activities. 

In fact, this shift is not new – it has been in effect since Vatican II and the Church has recognised 

the need for a programme that will achieve this.   The Catechetical Commission of the 

Archdiocese of Durban in recognition of this through various training workshops have inspired us 

to search for a programme that will embrace the objective of Catechesis.  We have used the 

programme in our Parish for a number of years now and we can see the difference in the 

children and Catechists voyaging on this journey of faith.  The material from the Loyola Press 

website is invaluable in this regard.  We hope that this programme will bring about a renewal in 

Catechetics and that God, through the Holy Spirit will keep us faithful and committed to this 

calling. 

Some key elements of the changes are highlighted below: 

 Children are placed in age appropriate Phases as opposed to Grades (Classes) 
 

 The Phases are made up as follows: 

 Phase 1 – Grades R, 1 and 2 

 Phase 2 – Grades 3 & 4 – (First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion) 

 Phase 3 – Grades 5,6 & 7 

 Phase 4 – Grades 8 & 9 
 

 The First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion classes begin the year combined and 
then split up after Easter in order to focus on specific Sacramental preparation.  The 
Phase 1 group continues with the Gospel based programme. 

 

 Pre-confirmation and Confirmation Classes run separately and do not form part of this 
programme 
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 During Holy Week, we do not have sessions but send faithwork (not homework) home 
with the children.  This is centred on the family as far as possible. 

 

 The programme is not to be used in isolation – Catechists are required to ensure that the 
sessions are expanded in order that the children entrusted to them reach the basic levels 
of understanding of our Faith at the relevant age group.  Age appropriate activities are to 
be added to enhance the sessions – e.g. skits / songs / debates / dramatization / crafts 
etc.  We have provided links to various websites to assist in sourcing this material.  It is 
very important that Catechists use material in keeping with the doctrines and dogma of 
the Church and the use of additional resources must be in keeping with this. 

 
The following websites are useful: 
 

sadlierreligion.com 
http://www.sadlierreligion.com/webelieve/weeksliturgy.cfm?section=resource&id=248 

loyolapress.com 
http://www.loyolapress.com/sunday-connection.htm 

 
sermons4kids.com 
http://www.sermons4kids.com/not_fair.htm 

catholicmom.com 
http://catholicmom.com/category/sundays-gospel/ 

 
Every Parish is different and commences Catechism sessions at different times at the beginning 
of the year.  In order to try and ensure that we accommodate as many as possible, we have 
provided material from 4

th
 Sunday of Ordinary Time up until the end of the liturgical year, The 

Feast of Christ the King.  We encourage Catechists to prepare family Advent reflections or 
activities for the children to take home. 
 
Although we have started with the 4

th
 Sunday of Ordinary Time, it is important that the first 

session or the first two as may be required, of any year is used for the Catechist and children to 
get to know each other and to set the framework for the year ahead, starting with an explanation 
of the Liturgical Seasons or at least a recap depending on whether this is the first year you are 
using the programme or not. We have included additional resources to assist in this regard. 
 
The environment is very important and must be seen as completely different to a classroom 
situation, with key focus on a prayer table, draped with the colour of the season, candles and the 
Word of God.  Appropriate pictures and other décor to compliment the session should be used.  
All of this and much more is covered in the training sessions, which must be attended for this 
programme to be effective.  The training is for experienced and beginner Catechist alike. 
 
It is incredibly difficult to try and summarise the concepts of the programme but we hope that this 
overview will provide some insight.   
 
We continue to pray for all who have answered the call to lead children into an intimate 
relationship with Jesus Christ in the immensely rewarding and challenging ministry of Catechesis 
and ask for your prayers. 
 

Yours in Christ 

Rita Willard (082 7130090) 

Jacqui Grant (082 5672560) 

Parish of Bellair-Queensburgh 

 

  

http://www.sadlierreligion.com/webelieve/weeksliturgy.cfm?section=resource&id=248
http://www.loyolapress.com/sunday-connection.htm
http://www.sermons4kids.com/not_fair.htm
http://catholicmom.com/category/sundays-gospel/
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Catechist’s Prayer 
 

Gracious and all-loving Father, out of love for 
all people you spoke your Word who became 

flesh for our salvation.  
May your Word transform 

me so that the message of your Son, our 
Lord, may be echoed through my teaching. 

Allow me to guide the hearts of those whom I 
teach in such a way that they will enter more 
deeply into your way of truth and salvation. 

Grant me the insight needed to lead them to 
know, love, and serve you.  

With the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, may they become hearers 

and followers of your Word, so that they might 
help transform the world to follow the way of 
life to which your Son has called us all, for he 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 
 

Copyright © 2009, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

Permission is hereby granted to duplicate this work 
without adaptation for non-commercial use. 
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The Liturgical Year 

The following idea is from the Sadlier We believe programme (Chapter 6). 

Our ancestors in faith carried journey staffs.  They used the staffs to probe unknown ground or 

support themselves as they walked.  Celebrating the liturgical seasons each year is like making a 

journey of faith in and out of love for Jesus. 

This is a beautiful and meaningful way to introduce the liturgical season and can be used to 

enhance your environment. Use a stick or an old mop or broom handle.  Colour each season’s 

card according to the liturgical season represented.  Cut out the cards and write a prayer for the 

season on the back of each card.  At the beginning of each season, tie the card to the staff.  Pray 

the prayer often during the season. 
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Jeremiah 1:4-5,17-19 
The Lord assures Jeremiah that he will deliver him from all who fight against him. 
  
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 71:1-2,3-4,5-6,15,17 
 A song in praise of God's salvation 
  
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13 (shorter form, 1 Corinthians 13:4-13) 
Paul describes love as the greatest of virtues. 
  
Gospel Reading 
Luke 4:21-30 
Jesus is rejected in his hometown of Nazareth. 
  
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
This Sunday we read from the Gospel of Luke, continuing immediately from last week's Gospel. 
Recall that in last Sunday's Gospel, Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah and announced that this 
Scripture was now fulfilled. In today's Gospel, we learn that the people of Nazareth are 
impressed by Jesus' words, and yet they seem surprised. They still think of Jesus as merely 
Joseph's son. They do not expect such words from someone they believe that they know.  
 
This Gospel is about who Jesus is and who people believe him to be. The story of Jesus' 
preaching and rejection at Nazareth is found in each of the Synoptic Gospels. In Luke's Gospel, 
this incident is told in a way that foretells Jesus' passion and death and helps explain the 
inclusion of the Gentiles in the promise of salvation. In Luke's Gospel this incident appears at the 
beginning of Jesus' ministry; in Matthew and Mark, this event is placed considerably later, after 
Jesus has preached and taught elsewhere. Only Luke identifies the content of Jesus' teaching in 
any detail, telling us that Jesus read from the book of the prophet Isaiah in the synagogue. In 
Mark and Matthew's Gospels, Jesus teaches in the synagogue in Nazareth, and the townspeople 
take offense because Jesus is only the son of a carpenter. They reject his authority to teach 
them. In Matthew and Mark, it is only after Jesus is rejected that he observes times when Israel 
has rejected prophets.  
 
In Luke's Gospel, the people are surprised but not immediately offended by Jesus' words in the 
synagogue. It is the words that follow his reading from the prophet Isaiah that seem to offend 
them. Jesus challenges and provokes the people of Nazareth by referring to examples in which 
Israel rejected the prophets. He also challenges them to respond to his message, the message 
of a prophet, in a way that is different from their ancestors. This call for a new response leads to 
his rejection.  
 
It is helpful to consider the historical context of Luke's Gospel. Luke has witnessed the 
acceptance of the gospel message among many Gentiles. He endeavors to explain why the 
Good News of Jesus has not been as well-received by his Jewish contemporaries. Luke's report 
interprets the cause of Jesus' rejection at Nazareth in the context of this later Christian history. 
Just as the people at Nazareth did not welcome the Good News that Jesus announced, so too 
many among the people of Israel will not accept the preaching of the gospel. 
  
After Jesus' words of challenge, Luke reports that there was a movement to kill Jesus by 
throwing him over a cliff. This differs from the reports found in Mark and Matthew's Gospels, 
where Jesus is said to be unable to perform miracles in Nazareth because of the people's lack of 
faith. Luke says that Jesus walks away from the crowd that intended to kill him; it is not yet his 
time. The animosity of the people of Nazareth prefigures and prepares the reader of Luke's 
Gospel for the cross. Luke wants all to understand that it is through his death on the cross that 
Jesus offers God's salvation to all. 
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Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 713: The Messiah's characteristics are revealed above all in the "Servant 
songs."* These songs proclaim the meaning of Jesus' Passion and show 
how he will pour out the Holy Spirit to give life to the many: not as an 
outsider, but by embracing our "form as slave." Taking our death upon 
himself, he can communicate to us his own Spirit of life. 

 
* Refer Isaiah 42:1:  
Here is my servant, whom I uphold,   my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him;   he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 
Making the Connection 
 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 4:21-30 
Jesus is rejected in his hometown of Nazareth. 
Young children regularly appeal to the authorities in their lives to validate their choices and 
actions. We can lead them to see that Jesus is an authority they can trust. 
  
Materials Needed 
 

 Cards prepared that read: 1) For a poor family to have enough food, each person must 
give some money; 2) For someone to find a cure for colds, a child must study hard to 
become a scientist; 3) For people to love one another, they must listen to one another; 
and 4) For people to get to heaven, they must believe in Jesus and love one another 
 

 Canned goods (four cans of food, covered with paper labels that say Not enough money; 
Sickness; People don't like you; and Fear of dying) 

  
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
 

1. Place the cards that you have prepared in a container. Have the children sit in a circle, 
with the cans in the center. Say: Sometimes life can be difficult and people have 
heavy burdens to carry.   Well, today one of you is going to be a prophet and tell 
us how we are going to follow Jesus' example and get rid of these problems. Ask 
for a volunteer. 

2. Ask: How many of you believe [name of volunteer] knows the answers to all these 
problems? It's hard to believe that someone just like yourself—the same age and 
from the same class—can be so wise. 

3. Have the volunteer choose a card and give it to you. Read the card aloud and place it on 
the can it matches. When all four cards have been read, say: In the Gospel this week, 
we read that when Jesus preached his message, which had the answers to the 
problems of life, the people of his home town rejected him. Let's listen carefully to 
this Gospel. 

4. Read aloud this Gospel, Luke 4:21-30. 
5. Say: Sometimes we don't believe Jesus has the answers because we don't want to 

do what he says. Point to the cans. We know that [name of volunteer] isn't really a 
prophet—he (she) needed the cards to solve the problems. Jesus, however, has 
the answers that we can trust. He helps us do what is right. Reinforce the message 
by donating the food to a food pantry or SVDP 

6. Conclude in prayer together by praying the Act of Faith, Hope, and Love. 
 
Act of Faith 
O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine Persons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. I believe that your divine Son became man and died for our sins, and that he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe these and all the truths which the holy Catholic Church 
teaches, because you have revealed them, who can neither deceive nor be deceived. 
Amen. 
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Act of Hope 
O my God, relying on your infinite mercy and promises, I hope to obtain pardon of my sins, the 
help of your grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, my Lord and 
Redeemer.  
Amen. 
 
Act of Love 
O my God, I love you above all things with my whole heart and soul, because you are all good 
and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of you. I forgive all who have 
injured me and I ask pardon of those whom I have injured.  
Amen. 
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 

It is important that the Catechist include information or discussion on Ash Wednesday in 
this session. 

 
 
First Reading 
Isaiah 6:1-2a,3-8 
Isaiah describes his vision and call from the Lord. 
  
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 138:1-5,7-8 
A song of thanks to God who saves us 
  
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (shorter form, 1 Corinthians 15:3-8,11) 
Paul reminds the Corinthians of the gospel that he announced to them. 
  
Gospel Reading 
Luke 5:1-11 
The fishermen (Simon, James, and John) leave their fishing boats and follow Jesus. 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
Last Sunday, we heard how Jesus was rejected in his hometown of Nazareth. In the verses that 
follow, Jesus travels to the town of Capernaum and begins his ministry of teaching and healing. 
While in Capernaum, Jesus cures a man possessed with a demon and heals Simon's mother-in-
law. After spending some time there, Jesus prepares to preach in other places. The fact that 
Jesus had previously been in Simon's home and healed his mother-in-law suggests that this 
encounter is not the first between Jesus and Simon Peter. We can read today's Gospel, 
therefore, as a description of the developing relationship between Jesus and Simon Peter.  
 
In today's Gospel, Jesus teaches from Simon's boat. Jesus turns to Simon and instructs him 
about where to lower the fishing nets. Simon and others have been fishing throughout the night 
and have not caught anything. Simon protests, claiming that such an effort would be futile. Simon 
ultimately obeys Jesus and lowers his nets into the deeper water as directed. Notice here that 
Peter calls Jesus by the title “master.” He already recognizes Jesus as a person of authority. 
They catch so many fish that the nets begin to tear; Jesus' presence has created abundance out 
of scarcity, just as it did at the wedding feast at Cana, which we heard at Mass just a few weeks 
ago. 
 
Simon Peter becomes a follower of Jesus immediately. He calls Jesus “Lord”—the title given to 
Jesus after his Resurrection—and protests his worthiness to be in Jesus' presence. Today's 
Gospel, therefore, marks a turning point in the relationship between Jesus and Peter. 
 
Two of Simon's partners are also named as witnesses to the event described in today's Gospel: 
Zebedee's sons, James and John. Yet Jesus' words are addressed only to Simon. Jesus gives 
Simon a new job, telling him that he will become a different kind of fisherman. No longer will he 
catch fish; instead he will catch people. In these words, we hear the beginning of the leadership 
role that Peter will have within the community of disciples. Peter was chosen for this role. His 
task will be to bring others to Jesus. Already he is doing so; the Gospel tells us that all the 
fishermen with Peter also left their nets and followed Jesus.  
 
We continue to speak of Peter's leadership and influence in the Church today when we call the 
pope the “successor of Peter.” We participate in the mission of the Church when we bring people 
to Christ through the example and positive influence of our lives.  
 
At Baptism, even as infants, we were given a share in the mission of the Church: to lead others 
to Jesus. We can invite young children to begin to reflect on this mission and to participate in 
appropriate ways. 
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Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 857:  The Church is apostolic because she is founded on the apostles, in three 

ways:  
 she was and remains built on "the foundation of the Apostles," the 

witnesses chosen and sent on mission by Christ himself;  
 with the help of the Spirit dwelling in her, the Church keeps and 

hands on the teaching, the "good deposit," the salutary words she 
has heard from the apostles;  

 
 she continues to be taught, sanctified, and guided by the apostles 

until Christ's return, through their successors in pastoral office: the 
college of bishops, "assisted by priests, in union with the successor 
of Peter, the Church's supreme pastor":  

 
You are the eternal Shepherd 
who never leaves his flock untended. 
Through the apostles 
you watch over us and protect us always. 
You made them shepherds of the flock 
to share in the work of your Son. . . . 
 
Making the Connection 
 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 5:1-11 
The fishermen (Simon, James, and John) leave their fishing boats and follow Jesus 
 
Materials Needed  
  

 Large sheet of white paper  

 White crayon  

 Black marker  

 Wide-tipped blue marker 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Before your session, use the white crayon to draw several fish on the lower third of a 
sheet of white paper. The children won't be able to see the white crayon on the white 
paper. Gather the children around you. Open the Bible to Luke 5:1-11 and proclaim the 
Gospel as indicated.  

2. Say: One day, Jesus was talking to the people when he saw two boats near the 
shore. Using the black marker, draw two boats off to the side in the top two-thirds of the 
paper on which you've drawn the fish. He got into one of them and asked Simon, the 
owner of the boat, to row out to the middle of the water. Draw another boat in the 
middle of the sheet, above the fish. Then draw two stick figures in the boat. Jesus said 
to Simon, “Put out your net and catch some fish.” Draw a net on the side of the boat. 
Simon had been fishing all night, but he hadn't caught anything. Draw wavy lines to 
the right and left of the boat with the blue marker to indicate water with no fish in it. Still, 
Simon did as Jesus asked and put out his net. What do you think happened next? 
Color over the white-crayon fish with the wide-tipped blue marker, and the fish will 
appear.  

3. Say: There were so many fish that Simon had to call for help to catch them all, 
because he was afraid his boat would sink! Then Jesus said something that was 
difficult to understand. He said that from now on, Simon would be catching people 
instead of fish.  

4. Ask: Do you think Simon would be catching people with a net or a fishhook? If you 
want to “catch” people to play a game with you, how would you do it? (Describe the 
game, tell them how much fun it is, and show them how to play it.) Jesus meant that 
Simon would get people to follow Jesus. Simon was excited about doing this, so 
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he left his fishing job and followed Jesus. From then on he told people about 
Jesus and encouraged them to be followers too.  

5. Ask: How might we “catch people” for Jesus? (Tell people about Jesus; invite people 
to follow Jesus by our example.) Jesus calls us, as he called Peter, to lead others to 
Jesus so that they can be his followers too. You can do this now by being good 
friends to others.  

6. Conclude in prayer together by praying the Prayer for Vocations: 
 
Prayer for Vocations  
God, thank you for loving me. 
You have called me 
to live as your child. 
Help all your children 
to love you and one another. 
Amen. 
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First Sunday of Lent, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Deuteronomy 26:4-10 
Moses describes the offering of praise for God's deliverance of Israel. 
  
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 91:1-2,10-11,12-13,14-15 
A prayer for God's protection 
  
Second Reading 
Romans 10:8-13 
Paul teaches that we are saved by faith. 
  
Gospel Reading 
Luke 4:1-13 
 In the desert, Jesus is tempted by the devil. 
  
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
In each of the three Synoptic Gospels, after his baptism, Jesus is reported to have spent forty 
days in the desert, fasting and praying. In Luke and in Matthew, the devil presents three 
temptations to Jesus. The devil tempts Jesus to use his power to appease his hunger, he offers 
Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus will worship him, and he tempts Jesus to put God's 
promise of protection to the test. In each case, Jesus resists, citing words from Scripture to 
rebuke the devil's temptation. 
  
Each temptation that Jesus faces offers insight into the spirituality we hope to develop as we 
keep the forty days of the Season of Lent. We can trust God to provide for our material needs. 
We worship God because God alone has dominion over us and our world. We can trust God to 
be faithful to his promises. Jesus' rejection of the devil's temptations shows that he will not put 
God to the test. Grounding himself on the Word and authority of Scripture, Jesus rebukes the 
devil by his confidence in God's protection and faithfulness.  
 
This Gospel highlights for us one of the central themes of the Season of Lent. We are dependent 
upon God for all that we have and all that we are. Anything that leads us to reject this 
dependency or to distrust its sufficiency, is a temptation from the devil.  
 
Luke ends his report of Jesus' temptation in the desert by noting that the devil departs for a time. 
The implication is that the devil will return. Jesus knows that he will be tempted again in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. The depth of Jesus' trust in God is shown most fully when Jesus rejects 
the temptation to turn away from the task God has given to him. Jesus' final rebuke of the devil is 
his sacrifice on the Cross. 
  
Jesus' responses to the temptations of the devil teach us how we can respond to temptation. As 
we start our journey through Lent, this Sunday's Gospel calls us to adopt the same confidence 
that Jesus had in the face of temptation: God's word alone will suffice, God's promise of 
protection can be trusted, and God alone is God. 
 
Doctrinal Content 
 
CCC 566:  The temptation in the desert shows Jesus, the humble Messiah, who 

triumphs over Satan by his total adherence to the plan of salvation willed 
by the Father. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 4:1-13 
In the desert, Jesus is tempted by the devil. 
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Young children are still learning to set priorities according to their developing sense of values. 
We can help them to understand that some things are more important than others and that it is 
worth forgoing things of lesser value in order to gain things of greater importance. 
  
Materials Needed 
 

 Three small containers, each with a string and an attached note with one of the following 
inscriptions: 1) your family; 2) your health; and 3) heaven 

 Paper 

 Markers or crayons 
  
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
  

1. Bring to class three small containers. Tie a string around each one. Attach a note to each 
that bears one of the following: 1) your family; 2) your health; and 3) heaven. Fold over 
the notes so the children cannot see what they say. Have each child write or draw on a 
piece of paper one thing he or she really wants. Put a few of these papers into each of 
the containers. 

2. Say: We'll call these our wish boxes. The papers with the things you're wishing for 
have been placed inside one of the boxes. However, each of your wishes has a 
string attached to it and if you really want to get your wish, you might have to give 
up something. Pick up the first container. If your wish is in this box, you might have to 
give up your family in order to get it. Is your wish that important? Repeat the same 
process with the other two boxes. 

3. Say: In this week's Gospel reading, the devil offered Jesus—who had not eaten for 
40 days—food and power. Let's listen carefully to hear what happens. 

4. Read aloud this Gospel, Luke 4:1-13. 
5. Ask: What were the three things that the devil tempted Jesus to do? (turn stone to 

bread to prove he was the Son of God; worship the devil and so receive power and glory; 
jump off a high place to test God) 

6. Say: Each of the offers had strings attached. In order to get the things that the 
devil offered, Jesus would have had to obey the devil and reject God. Over and 
over again, Jesus told the devil “no” until finally the devil left him alone. 

7. Say: Jesus knew that God would give him all he really needed, and he wants us to 
know that, too. If we forget, we might be tempted to give up something far more 
important in exchange for what we are wishing for. 

8. Conclude in prayer. Say: There is a prayer that we say in which we ask for God's 
help to resist temptations in our lives. We say “Lead us not into temptation.” What 
is the prayer in which we say this? (the Lord's Prayer) Let's pray this prayer 
together, remembering that God gives us everything we really need. Pray together 
the Lord's Prayer. 
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Second Sunday of Lent, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Genesis 15:5-12,17-18 
God makes a covenant with Abraham, promising him many descendants. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 27:1,7-8,8-9,13-14 
A prayer to God who is our salvation 

Second Reading 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 (or shorter form, Philippians 3:20-4:1) 
Paul encourages the Philippians to remain firm in their faith that Christ will subject all things to 
himself. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 9:28b-36 
Jesus is transfigured in the presence of Peter, John, and James. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
On the second Sunday of Lent, we move from Jesus' retreat to the desert and temptation by the 
devil to the glory shown in Jesus' Transfiguration. On the first Sunday of Lent, our Gospel always 
tells the story of Jesus' temptation in the desert. On the second Sunday, we always hear the 
story of Jesus' Transfiguration. 

The report of Jesus' Transfiguration is found in each of the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke. The context for Luke's Transfiguration story is similar to that found in both Matthew 
and Mark. The Transfiguration occurs after Peter's confession that Jesus is the Messiah and 
Jesus' prediction about his Passion. After the prediction there is a discussion of the cost of 
discipleship in each of these Gospels. The placement of the Transfiguration story close to Peter's 
confession and Jesus' prediction encourages us to examine the Transfiguration in the larger 
context of the Paschal Mystery.  

The Transfiguration occurs on a mountain in the presence of just three of Jesus' disciples—
Peter, James and John. These are among the first disciples that Jesus called in Luke's Gospel. 
We recently heard this Gospel at Mass, on the fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Only Luke's 
Gospel, which often describes Jesus at prayer, indicates that Jesus is praying as his appearance 
changes to bright white. Luke indicates that the three disciples were sleeping while Jesus 
prayed. They will be sleeping again as Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane before his 
Passion and death.  

As they awake, Peter and the disciples see Jesus Transfigured and Elijah and Moses present 
with Jesus. Elijah and Moses, both significant figures in the history of Israel, represent Jesus' 
continuity with the Law and the Prophets. In Matthew's and Mark's Gospels, there is reference to 
conversation among Jesus, Elijah, and Moses, but only Luke's Gospel explains that this 
conversation is about Jesus' later accomplishments in Jerusalem. Luke describes this as his 
exodus, connecting Jesus' Passion, death, and Resurrection with the Israel's Exodus from Egypt.  

On witnessing Jesus' Transfiguration and seeing Jesus with Elijah and Moses, Peter offers to 
construct three tents for them. Having just awoken, perhaps Peter's offer was made in confusion. 
We also notice that Peter reverted from his earlier confession that Jesus is the Messiah, calling 
Jesus “master” instead. As if in reply to Peter's confusion, a voice from heaven speaks, affirming 
Jesus as God's Son and commanding that the disciples listen to him. This voice from heaven 
recalls the voice that was heard at Jesus' baptism which, in Luke's Gospel, spoke directly to 
Jesus as God's Son.  

In his Transfiguration, we see an anticipation of the glory of Jesus' Resurrection. In each of the 
reports of the Transfiguration, the disciples keep secret what they have seen. Not until they also 
witness his Passion and death will the disciples understand Jesus' Transfiguration. We hear this 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/genesis/genesis15.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm27.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/philippians/philippians3.htm#v17
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/philippians/philippians3.htm#v20
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke9.htm#v28
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story of Jesus' Transfiguration early in Lent, but we have the benefit of hindsight. In our hearing 
of it, we anticipate Jesus' Resurrection even as we prepare to remember Jesus' Passion and 
death. 

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 555: For a moment Jesus discloses his divine glory, confirming Peter's 
confession. He also reveals that he will have to go by the way of the cross 
at Jerusalem in order to "enter into his glory". Moses and Elijah had seen 
God's glory on the Mountain; the Law and the Prophets had announced the 
Messiah's sufferings. Christ's Passion is the will of the Father: the Son acts 
as God's servant; the cloud indicates the presence of the Holy Spirit. "The 
whole Trinity appeared: the Father in the voice; the Son in the man; the 
Spirit in the shining cloud."  

You were transfigured on the mountain, and your disciples, as much as 
they were capable of it, beheld your glory, O Christ our God, so that when 
they should see you crucified they would understand that your Passion was 
voluntary, and proclaim to the world that you truly are the splendor of the 
Father. 

Making the Connection 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 9:28b-36 
Jesus is transfigured in the presence of Peter, John, and James. 

Younger children are learning that things are not always as they immediately appear. We can 
use these experiences to reflect on the experience of the Transfiguration, when Jesus appeared 
to his disciples in glory. 

Materials Needed 

 An apple seed 
 Some yarn 
 A piece of wood 
 A picture of Jesus 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Bring to class an apple seed, some yarn, and a piece of wood. Have the children sit in a 
circle with these items in the center. Ask: What are these things? Allow the children to 
name the items. 

2. Say: Yes, but they are more than they appear. The apple seed is more than just a 
seed. Once it's planted it will become a tree that will produce bushels of apples. 
The yarn is more than yarn. Once someone knits it, the yarn will become a blanket 
for a brand new baby. The wood is more than a piece of wood. Once someone 
carves it into shape, it will become a useful doorstop. 

3. Show the children a picture of Jesus. Say: When Jesus was on earth, he looked much 
like any other man. He wore his hair as others did. He dressed as others did. He 
grew up in a family just as others did. Jesus, however, was more than he appeared 
to be. In today's Gospel, Jesus gave three of his special friends the opportunity to 
know him better by seeing him revealed as the Son of God.  

4. Read aloud this Gospel, Luke 9:28-36. 
5. Say: Not only did God show Peter, James, and John who Jesus really is, but he 

also told them to do something. What was it? (Listen to him.) The Gospels were 
written so that we would learn from them. We too must “listen to him.” How can we 
do this? (Obey parents and teachers, study about Jesus, imitate his loving behavior, and 
so on.) 

6. Conclude by praying together the Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke9.htm#v28
http://www.loyolapress.com/day-by-day-prayer-of-st-richard-adapted-for-kids.htm
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Prayer of Saint Richard of Chichester 
Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits thou hast given me, 
for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know thee more clearly, 
love thee more dearly, 
and follow thee more nearly, day by day. 
Amen. 
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Third Sunday of Lent, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Exodus 3:1-8a,13-15 
God speaks to Moses from the burning bush and sends him to the Israelites. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 103:1-4,6-7,8,11 
A prayer in praise of God's mercy 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 10:1-6,10-12 
Paul teaches that the Scriptures were written to set an example for us. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 13:1-9 
Jesus preaches a lesson on repentance. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Now into the third week of the Season of Lent, our Sunday Gospel prepares us to hear Lent's call 
to conversion and repentance. Today's reading is found in the chapters of Luke's Gospel that 
describe Jesus' journey to Jerusalem. During this journey, Jesus teaches and heals. He must 
also respond to those who question and challenge his authority and actions. There is no parallel 
in Mark's or Matthew's Gospels for today's reading from Luke. While Mark and Matthew describe 
an incident in which Jesus curses the fig tree, today's reading makes the barren fig tree the 
subject of a parable.  

Luke tells us that some among the crowds report to Jesus a massacre of Galileans by Pilate. The 
intention of the crowd seems to be to ask Jesus to explain why these people suffered. It was 
commonplace to render people's suffering as evidence of their sinfulness. Jesus challenges this 
interpretation. Those who were massacred were no more or less sinful than the ones who report 
the situation to Jesus. Jesus replies that even a fatal accident, a natural disaster, ought not to be 
interpreted as punishment for sin.  

Jesus' words at first appear to have a fire-and-brimstone quality. Jesus says in essence, “Repent 
or perish as these people did; all are sinful before God and deserving of God's punishment.” The 
tone changes, however, in the parable that follows. The parable of the barren fig tree contrasts 
the patience and hopefulness of the gardener with the practicality of the property owner. When 
told to cut down the fig tree because it is not producing fruit, the gardener counsels patience. If 
properly tended, the barren fig tree may yet bear fruit. 

Throughout his journey to Jerusalem, Jesus has been teaching about the Kingdom of God. In 
this parable, we find an image of God's patience and hopefulness as he prepares his Kingdom. 
God calls us to repent, and it is within his power to punish us for our failure to turn from our 
sinfulness. And yet God is merciful. He delays punishment and tends to us so that we may yet 
bear the fruit he desires from us.  

This, then, is our reason for hope: Not only does God refuse to abandon us, he chooses to 
attend to us even when we show no evidence of his efforts. Next week's Gospel will give an even 
clearer picture of the kind of mercy that God shows to us.  

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 1489:  To return to communion with God after having lost it through sin is a 
process born of the grace of God who is rich in mercy and solicitous for the 
salvation of men. One must ask for this precious gift for oneself and for 
others. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus3.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm103.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1corinthians/1corinthians10.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke13.htm
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Making the Connection 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 13:1-9 
Jesus preaches a lesson on repentance. 

Young children learn through experience that the people in their lives will not give up on them as 
they strive to become loving, responsible individuals. We can help them to learn that God does 
not give up on us either; he continually extends himself to us in forgiveness and love. 

Materials Needed 

 A large grocery bag 
 A paper cup with a slit cut in the side 
 A dried-up marker 
 A burned-out light bulb 
 A package of seeds 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

1. In a large grocery bag place a paper cup with a slit cut in the side, a dried-up marker, a 
burned-out light bulb, and a package of seeds. Ask four children to come up and reach 
into the bag. Tell them to choose an item without taking it out of the bag and then to try to 
determine what it is by feeling it. After each child guesses, he or she may show the item 
to the class. 

2. Ask the children what the cup, the marker, and the bulb were made for. Then point out 
that these items are broken and, therefore, useless. Ask what they would do with useless 
items such as these. Then ask the child with the package of seeds to tell its purpose. 
Read the directions on the package to determine how to grow the seeds successfully. 
Ask: If you follow these directions and the seeds produce stems but no flowers (or 
vegetables or fruit), what would you do with the stems? (Pull them out and discard 
them.) 

3. Ask: What do you think God made us for? After the children discuss this, say: God 
made us to love him. God wants us to show our love by obeying him and by being 
kind and loving to others as Jesus taught us. But, what if we disobey our parents, 
or fight with others, or talk back to our teachers? Is this how God wants us to act? 
(no) Does God give up on us when we act this way? (no) In the Gospel reading this 
week, Jesus tells us through a story that he will give us chances to change. 

4. Read aloud this Gospel, Luke 13:1-9. 
5. Ask: Why did the property owner want to discard the fig tree? (It wasn't producing 

fruit.) What did the gardener suggest? (that they wait and cultivate the tree to see if it 
might yet produce fruit) 

6. Say: God doesn't give up on us, even when we disobey him. Instead, God helps us 
as we work on changing our actions to become more like the loving person that he 
wants us to be. The Season of Lent reminds us just how much God loves us. 

7. Conclude by praying together the Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester. 

Prayer of Saint Richard of Chichester 
Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits thou hast given me, 
for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know thee more clearly, 
love thee more dearly, 
and follow thee more nearly, day by day. 
Amen. 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke13.htm
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Fourth Sunday of Lent, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Joshua 5:9a,10-12 
The Israelites celebrate the Passover in the promised land. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 34:2-7 
A prayer of praise to God. 

Second Reading 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
Paul preaches our reconciliation with Christ. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 15:1-3,11-32 
Jesus teaches about forgiveness in the parable of the Prodigal Son. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

The parable Jesus tells in today's Gospel is unique to the Gospel of Luke. Jesus has been 
teaching the crowds as he journeys to Jerusalem. As he teaches, the Pharisees and scribes 
complain and challenge Jesus because he is welcoming sinners at his table. Today we hear the 
third of three parables that Jesus tells in response to his critics. These three familiar parables—
the lost sheep, the lost coin, and today's parable of the prodigal son—invite us to consider the 
depth of God's mercy and love. 

The Pharisees taught a scrupulous observance of Jewish Law. In their interpretation and 
practice, observant Jews who shared table fellowship with sinners would be made unclean. Like 
Jesus, the Pharisees hoped to lead sinners back to God. The Pharisees, however, required that 
sinners first become ritually clean—observant of the Pharisees' interpretation of Jewish Law—
before sharing table fellowship. This appears to be one of the major differences between the 
Pharisees and Jesus. Jesus reaches out to sinners while they are still sinners, inviting them to 
conversion through fellowship with him. Jesus is God acting among us; by befriending us, he is 
inviting us to return to friendship with God. Through friendship with Jesus, our sins are forgiven 
and we, in turn, bear fruit for God. Recall last Sunday's Gospel and the barren fig tree.  

Our familiarity with today's parable risks dulling us to its tremendously powerful message. We 
call this the parable of the lost son or the prodigal son. Any focus on the younger son, however, 
must also be balanced by an examination of the unusual behavior of the father. 

First we must imagine our first response to the audacity of a son who asks for his inheritance 
before his father has died. Indignation would certainly be a justifiable response to such a request. 
Yet the father in this parable agrees to honor the son's request and divides his property among 
his two sons. How might we describe such a father? Foolish comes to mind, but so does trusting. 
Without property of his own, the father must rely upon his sons to provide for his well-being.  

The younger son takes his inheritance and leaves home. The older son remains, continuing to 
provide for the father and the household. Having been disgraced by the younger son, the father 
spends some time watching the road for the return of the lost son. When he eventually sees his 
wayward son returning, the father not only welcomes him but also runs out to greet him and then 
honors him with a party. We say that this father is loving and forgiving. Yet these adjectives only 
begin to describe the depth of love and mercy that characterize the father. 

We find no surprise in the anger of the older son. Yet the father appears sad and even confused 
by the older son's indignation. He says in reply that they should celebrate because the lost son 
had returned. The father is filled with gratitude and love for the older son's faithfulness. This love 
is in no way diminished by the father's rejoicing at the return of the younger son. Yet the older 
son's jealousy reveals his limited understanding of the depth of his father's love. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/joshua/joshua5.htm#v9
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm34.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2corinthians/2corinthians5.htm#v17
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke15.htm
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The Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that 
means “rejoice.” Today's Gospel describes the reason for our joy: God's great love for us has 
been revealed in Jesus. Through his Passion, Death, and Resurrection, Christ has reconciled us 
with God and one another. 

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 1439: The process of conversion and repentance was described by Jesus in the 
parable of the prodigal son, the center of which is the merciful father: the 
fascination of illusory freedom, the abandonment of the father's house; the 
extreme misery in which the son finds himself after squandering his 
fortune; his deep humiliation at finding himself obliged to feed swine, and 
still worse, at wanting to feed on the husks the pigs ate; his reflection on all 
he has lost; his repentance and decision to declare himself guilty before his 
father; the journey back; the father's generous welcome; the father's joy - 
all these are characteristic of the process of conversion. The beautiful robe, 
the ring, and the festive banquet are symbols of that new life - pure worthy, 
and joyful - of anyone who returns to God and to the bosom of his family, 
which is the Church. Only the heart of Christ who knows the depths of his 
Father's love could reveal to us the abyss of his mercy in so simple and 
beautiful a way. 

Making the Connection 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 15:1-3,11-32 
Jesus teaches about forgiveness in the parable of the Prodigal Son. 

Young children are continually learning the importance of expressing sorrow for wrongdoing and 
seeking forgiveness. In today's Gospel, we have the opportunity to invite them to an appreciation 
of God's generous mercy and love. 

Materials Needed 

 A yo-yo 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

1. Bring a yo-yo to class. Put the loop around your finger so you're ready to operate it but 
instead, cradle it in your hand. Say: From the moment of our creation, God loves us 
very much and wants to keep us close always. God gives us everything in the 
world that we can possibly need—air to breathe, food to eat, and each other so we 
will not be lonely. Some people stay close to God all their lives. Let the yo-yo down 
a few inches, supporting it in your free hand. This makes God happy. Other people are 
always looking for something more. They don't want to follow the rules God gives 
us to live a good life. Let the yo-yo down a few more inches by moving your supporting 
hand lower. They aren't satisfied with what God gives them. Let the yo-yo down more. 
God is sad to see people act this way. Let the yo-yo down almost to the bottom. 
Sometimes these people are sorry and want to come back to God. Do you think 
God forgives their bad behavior? Yank the string, bringing the yo-yo back up to the 
cradled position. God forgives us whenever we are ready to say we are sorry for 
what we have done. 

2. Say: In the Gospel this week, Jesus tells the people a story about God's love and 
forgiveness. He says that God is like a man whose son goes away. When the son 
comes back, his father has a party for him and treats him like a king. He forgives 
his son for leaving him. Let's listen carefully to this Gospel. 

3. Read aloud this Gospel, Luke 15:1-3,11-32. 
4. Say: If ever we feel we have done something so bad that God could never forgive 

us, we can remember this story. During Lent, we tell God that we're sorry for doing 
wrong and ask God to forgive us. Let the yo-yo quickly down and up. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke15.htm
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5. Conclude by praying together an Act of Contrition. 

Act of Contrition 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
The Lord is doing something new for his people. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 126:1-6 
A song in praise of the Lord's marvelous deeds 

Second Reading 
Philippians 3:8-14 
Paul says that he counts all things as lot and focuses on one goal, Christ. 

Gospel Reading 
John 8:1-11 
Jesus does not condemn the woman caught in adultery. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

The Gospel for the fifth Sunday of Lent continues to offer lessons about God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Last Sunday we heard the Parable of the Prodigal Son from the Gospel of Luke. 
Today we hear not a parable, but the report from John's Gospel of an encounter among Jesus, 
the scribes and Pharisees, and a woman caught in adultery.  

In John's Gospel, the conflict between Jesus and the scribes and Pharisees occurs much earlier 
than in the Synoptic Gospels. Jesus' cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem is reported at the 
beginning of John's Gospel. Even after this event, Jesus continues to teach in the Temple. After 
returning to Galilee for a time, Jesus again enters Jerusalem and cures a man on the Sabbath. 
From this point forward in John's Gospel, the Pharisees are described as making plans for Jesus' 
arrest and seeking his death. 

In the chapter preceding today's Gospel, Jesus was teaching in the Temple area. Feeling 
threatened by his teaching and his actions, the chief priests and the Pharisees are already 
sending guards to arrest Jesus. The guards return, however, without arresting Jesus because 
they have been impressed by his words. Even more than this, some among the crowds are 
considering the possibility that Jesus is the Messiah. The chief priests and the Pharisees change 
their plan. Before making an arrest, they seek to gather more evidence against Jesus by posing 
a question intended to trap Jesus.  

Today's Gospel begins by reporting that Jesus is again teaching the crowds in the vicinity of the 
Temple. The scribes and the Pharisees approach Jesus, bringing a woman who has been caught 
in the act of adultery. They put to Jesus the question of what ought to be done in this case.  

The Pharisees state clearly that according to the Law of Moses, those caught in the act of 
adultery were to be stoned to death. Under Roman occupation, however, the Jewish people did 
not have the authority to execute people; this is cited in John's passion narrative. To answer the 
Pharisees' question, Jesus must propose an action that will be either contrary to the Law of 
Moses or contrary to Roman law. The purpose of the question appears to be similar to the 
question about paying taxes found in Mark 12:13-17. Either answer, yes or no, will support the 
Pharisees' case against Jesus. 

Jesus avoids the trap, however, by offering an answer that was not anticipated by those who 
posed the question. Jesus, after writing on the ground with his finger, addresses those who stand 
before him and suggests that the one without sin cast the first stone. Jesus then returns to his 
writing. This Scripture reading, by the way, is the only evidence we have of Jesus writing. Yet 
there are no specific details about what he wrote. 

We can easily imagine the scene as the Pharisees and the elders disperse, one by one. Jesus 
has eluded the trap they had prepared. We might also give credit to the elders and the Pharisees 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/isaiah/isaiah43.htm#v16
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm126.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/philippians/philippians3.htm#v8
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john8.htm
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who do not, in the end, claim to be sinless and worthy of passing judgment. These Pharisees are 
not as self-righteous as the portrait found in the parable of the pharisee and the tax collector 
(See Luke 18:9-14).  

Left alone with the woman, Jesus asks where the accusers have gone. With no one remaining to 
condemn the woman, Jesus (the one who truly is without sin) sends the woman on her way, 
refusing to pass judgment on her and exhorting her to avoid future sin. 

Jesus' response to those who accuse the woman is more than a caution to us about making 
judgment of others. It is a profound lesson in divine mercy and forgiveness. As sinners, we are all 
unworthy to judge the sins of others and we would stand convicted by God for our 
transgressions. Yet Jesus, the one without sin and thus our judge, offers us who are sinners his 
mercy and forgiveness. Redeemed by Jesus' compassion, we are sent to sin no more and to live 
in God's love and peace. 

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 1490:  The movement of return to God, called conversion and repentance, entails 
sorrow for and abhorrence of sins committed, and the firm purpose of 
sinning no more in the future. Conversion touches the past and the future 
and is nourished by hope in God's mercy. 

Making the Connection 

Gospel Reading 
John 8:1-11 
Jesus does not condemn the woman caught in adultery. 

Young children often see the faults and shortcomings of others, but they are less likely to be 
aware of their own faults. We can lead them to a healthy awareness of their own faults and to 
look upon the faults of others with compassion. In their experiences of forgiveness and being 
forgiven, young children are growing in their awareness of God's mercy and forgiveness toward 
them. 

Materials Needed  

 One or more magnifying glasses 
 Objects to study with a magnifying glass 
 A hand mirror 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

1. Allow the children to look at a number of items with the magnifying glass. Talk about all 
the things they can see through it that they hardly notice otherwise. 

2. Say: Sometimes we look at each other as if through a magnifying glass, noticing 
only people's faults. Instead of aiming our magnifying glass at others, we would be 
better off using this [hold up the mirror] to see that we, too, have faults. 

3. Introduce today's Gospel: In the Gospel reading this week, Jesus forgives a woman 
who has sinned and tells those who want to punish her that they should look more 
closely at their own faults. Let's listen carefully to this Gospel reading. 

4. Read aloud today's Gospel, John 8:2-11. 
5. Ask: What does Jesus say to the people who have accused the woman of sin? (that 

the person with no sin should throw the first stone) What do the accusers and the 
crowds do? (They all walk away.) What does Jesus say to the woman? (that he does 
not condemn her; that she should go and not sin anymore) 

6. Say: Just as Jesus forgave the woman for her sin, so too Jesus forgives us when 
we are sorry for having done wrong. This Gospel teaches us that when we 
remember the wrong things that we do, we are more likely to be willing to forgive 
others for the things they do wrong. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john8.htm
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7. Conclude in prayer together, asking God to forgive our sins by praying the Act of 
Contrition. 

Act of Contrition 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
 
  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-contrition.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-contrition.htm
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Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion, Cycle C 

Gospel at the Procession with Palms 
Luke 19:28-40 
Jesus sends his disciples for a colt and then rides into Jerusalem. 

First Reading 
Isaiah 50:4-7 
The Lord's Servant will stand firm, even when persecuted. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 22:8-9,17-20,23-24 
A cry for help to the Lord in the face of evildoers. 

Second Reading 
Philippians 2:6-11 
Christ was obedient even to death, but God has exalted him. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 22:14—23:56 (shorter form: Luke 23:1-49) 
From the cross, Jesus speaks words of forgiveness and promises that the good thief will be with 
him in paradise. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

This Sunday, called Palm or Passion Sunday, is the first day of Holy Week. Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday are called the Triduum, three days that are the 
highlight of the Church year. There are two Gospels proclaimed at today's Mass. The first 
Gospel, proclaimed before the procession with palms, tells of Jesus' triumphant entrance into 
Jerusalem. Riding on a borrowed colt, Jesus was hailed by the crowds as they shouted blessings 
and praise to God. This event is reported in each of the four Gospels. 

Luke's Gospel is the only one to report the exchange between Jesus and the Pharisees as Jesus 
enters Jerusalem. Jesus' response shows that this event, and those yet to come, are part of a 
divine plan. We hear this echoed again in Luke's description of the Last Supper when Jesus 
speaks of Judas' betrayal, saying that the Son of Man “goes as has been determined.” 

At the Liturgy of the Word on this Sunday, the events of Jesus' passion are proclaimed in their 
entirety. In Lectionary Cycle C, we read the passion of Jesus as found in the Gospel of Luke. We 
will hear these events proclaimed again during the Triduum when we read the passion of Jesus 
from the Gospel of John.  

Throughout Luke's Gospel we see that Jesus' words and actions proclaim the Kingdom of God. 
This motif continues throughout Luke's passion narrative. Jesus appears to be in total command 
of events at the Passover meal as he hands over the kingdom to his disciples. He welcomes 
them to the Passover meal announcing that this will be his last until the Kingdom of God is 
fulfilled.  

As throughout Luke's Gospel, however, the disciples show little understanding of this kingdom 
that Jesus often announces. Following the meal, the disciples argue about who is the greatest. 
Jesus takes the opportunity to distinguish the meaning of leadership in the Kingdom of God from 
the forms of leadership seen in the world. 

Jesus initiates a conversation with Simon and predicts his denial. Jesus then instructs his 
disciples to prepare themselves for the events that will follow. His words reveal an awareness of 
the challenges that all of them will face in the days ahead. As the disciples and Jesus enter the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus indicates the importance of the disciples' time in prayer, telling them that 
through prayer they will be able to face the challenges ahead. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke19.htm#v28
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As he prays, Jesus is tested. In the garden, an angel is sent to strengthen him and to prepare 
him for the events ahead. After this moment, Jesus is again in charge of the events and 
circumstances.  

In Luke's Gospel, Jesus is portrayed as active and vocal throughout his passion. When one of 
the disciples strikes the high priest's servant, Jesus heals the man, an event reported only in the 
Gospel of Luke. Jesus stops the disciples' protest against his arrest by noting that this is the 
“time for the power of darkness.” Jesus engages and responds when brought before the 
Sanhedrin; his words speak about the “power of God” that will bring about the reign of the Son of 
Man. When questioned by Pilate, Jesus responds with just one phrase; yet before Herod, Jesus 
refuses to speak.  

When Luke describes the Way of the Cross and Jesus' crucifixion, he calls to our attention many 
events that are not reported in the other Gospels. Throughout his Gospel, Luke has paid heed to 
the women who accompanied Jesus. Now, on the road to Calvary, Jesus speaks to the women 
who walk with him. Only Luke reports Jesus' words of forgiveness spoken from the cross. And 
only Luke reports the dialogue between Jesus and the good thief. Finally, in contrast with the 
Gospels of Mark and Matthew, Luke reports no words of abandonment spoken by Jesus on the 
cross. Instead, Jesus, in full command until his death, commends his spirit to his Father and 
takes his final breath.  

Throughout Holy Week, we will continue to reflect on the events of Jesus' passion and death. As 
we meditate on the cross, we ask again and anew what it means to make the statement of faith 
that Jesus, in his obedient suffering and dying, revealed himself to us as God's Son and brought 
to fulfillment the Kingdom of God. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 560: Jesus' entry into Jerusalem manifested the coming of the kingdom that the 

King-Messiah was going to accomplish by the Passover of his Death and 
Resurrection. It is with the celebration of that entry on Palm Sunday that the 
Church's liturgy solemnly opens Holy Week. 

 

Making the Connection 

The stories of Jesus' marvelous deeds impress young children. We can help them to understand 
that Jesus' greatest show of power was his death on the cross for our salvation. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 A small box of stones   

 Simple wooden cross  

 A shiny gem (such as a rhinestone or another glue-on gem found in craft stores  

 A small piece of wax or non-hardening clay 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Bring to your session a small box of stones. Have a shiny gem, such as a rhinestone, in 
your pocket. Have the children sit in a circle. Show them the box of stones and say: At 
the time when Jesus came to earth, the people had been waiting for a long, long 
time for someone special. Take the stones out of the box one at a time as you speak 
and place them in a row on a strip of cardboard. They waited for years, because God 
had promised to send someone to help them. But for years nothing changed, and 
the people in power continued to treat them cruelly. Finally, God sent them Jesus. 
Take the gem out of your pocket and place it at the front of the row of stones on the 
cardboard.  

2. Say: The people knew Jesus was special because he did marvelous things. He 
made sick people well, he fed lots of people with small amounts of food, and he 
filled fishing nets with fish. He even walked on water. In the Gospel this week, we 
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hear how happy the people were as they called Jesus their king and formed a 
parade to honor him and celebrate. Pull the cardboard strip along the floor.  

3. Read aloud the Gospel, Luke 19:28-40.  
4. Say: After Jesus entered Jerusalem, the authorities arrested him and had him put 

to death on the cross. Jesus was still a king, but he was not the kind of king that 
the people expected. Stick the gem onto the cross using the wax or clay. He loved 
people who didn't love him. He forgave people who hurt him, and he served people 
as though they were kings.  

5. Read aloud the shorter form of today's Gospel, Luke 23:1-49.  
6. Say: What the people didn't know is that even though Jesus wasn't rough and 

tough, he is powerful. Next week, on Easter, we celebrate how Jesus showed his 
power through his Resurrection from the dead.  

7. Conclude in prayer or song together. 
 

During Holy Week, which coincides with the end of the first school term holidays, many 
Parishes do not have Catechetical sessions.  However, this is a very important season in 
the Church and in our faith.  We therefore encourage Catechists to send home family 
orientated Faithwork to highlight the celebrations of Holy Week and of course, encourage 
children and families need to attend Mass and services as it is in the participation of 
these, that growth and understanding will be fostered.  We have included the same 
Faithwork that formed part of the material issued last year.  Catechists are welcome to 
source their own as well. 
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Second Sunday of Easter, Cycle C (Divine Mercy Sunday) 

Catechists should incorporate discussion or an activity about Divine Mercy in this 
session. 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 5:12-16 
Peter and the apostles perform many signs and wonders. 

Psalm 
Psalm 118:2-4,13-15,22-24 
A song of praise to the Lord. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 1:9-11a,12-13,17-19 
John describes the instruction he received to write down his vision. 

Gospel 
John 20:19-31 
Thomas believes because he sees Jesus. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
Today's reading, from the Gospel of John, is proclaimed on the second Sunday of Easter in each 
of the three Sunday Lectionary cycles. This should alert us to the significance of the encounters 
with the resurrected Jesus described in this reading. This Gospel combines two scenes: Jesus' 
appearance to his disciples after his Resurrection and Jesus' dialogue with Thomas, the disciple 
who doubted. 
 
Part of the mystery of Jesus' Resurrection is that he appeared to his disciples not as a spirit but 
in bodily form. We do not know exactly what this form was like. Earlier in John's Gospel, when 
Mary of Magdala first encountered the risen Jesus, she did not recognize the figure standing 
before her until Jesus spoke her. In Luke's Gospel, the disciples walking on the road to Emmaus 
did not recognize Jesus until he broke bread with them. We know from readings such as today's 
that in his resurrected body, Jesus was no longer bound by space; he appeared to the disciples 
in spite of the locked door. And yet, on this resurrected body, the disciples could still observe the 
marks of his Crucifixion. 
  
In today's Gospel, Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus also commissions his disciples to continue the work that he has begun. As Jesus was sent 
by God, so too does Jesus send his disciples. This continuity with Jesus' own mission is an 
essential element of the Church. Jesus grants the means to accomplish this mission when he 
gives his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit binds us together as a community of 
faith and strengthens us to bear witness to Jesus' Resurrection. 
 
Jesus' words to his disciples also highlight the integral connection between the forgiveness of 
sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Forgiveness and reconciliation are gifts to us from Jesus. With 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, we can share these with others. This is another essential aspect of 
what it means to be Christ's Church. The Church continues Jesus' ministry of forgiveness and 
reconciliation. 
 
Thomas, the disciple who doubts, represents the reality of the Church that comes after this first 
community of disciples. All but the first disciples of Jesus must believe without seeing. Like 
Thomas, we may doubt the news that Jesus, who was crucified and buried, appeared to his 
disciples. It is part of our human nature to seek hard evidence that the Jesus who appeared to 
the disciples after his death is, indeed, the same Jesus who was crucified. Thomas is given the 
opportunity to be our representative who obtains this evidence. He gives witness to us that the 
Jesus who was raised is the same Jesus who had died. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, we 
are among those who are blessed for we have not seen and yet have believed. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts5.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm118.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation1.htm#v9
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john20.htm#v19
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Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 644:  Even when faced with the reality of the risen Jesus the disciples are still 

doubtful, so impossible did the thing seem: they thought they were seeing 
a ghost. "In their joy they were still disbelieving and still wondering." 
Thomas will also experience the test of doubt and St. Matthew relates that 
during the risen Lord's last appearance in Galilee "some doubted." 
Therefore the hypothesis that the Resurrection was produced by the 
apostles' faith (or credulity) will not hold up. On the contrary their faith in 
the Resurrection was born, under the action of divine grace, from their 
direct experience of the reality of the risen Jesus. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Young children are concrete thinkers and, for them, seeing is believing, literally. We can help 
them understand that when their actions reflect their faith, they may lead others to believe in 
Jesus as well. 

Materials Needed)  

 Glass of water  

 Ice cube   

 String   

 Salt 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Bring to class a glass of water with an ice cube floating in it, a string, and a salt 
shaker.Say to the class: I can lift this ice cube out of the glass using only a string. 
Can you? Allow children to try.  

2. Ask: Do you believe that I can do it? Demonstrate by dipping the end of the string in 
the water, laying it across the top of the ice cube, and sprinkling salt on it. Wait about ten 
seconds. The string will be stuck to the ice cube, and you'll easily be able to lift it out of 
the water.  

3. Say: Isn't it hard to believe something unless we actually see it? In the Gospel 
reading this week, one of Jesus' friends, Thomas, finds it hard to believe that his 
friends have seen Jesus risen from the dead.  

4. Read aloud today's Gospel, John 20:19-31  
5. Ask: What does Thomas say he must do to believe that his friends have seen 

Jesus? (Thomas says he wants to see Jesus for himself.) What happened when 
Thomas saw Jesus? (He believed.) What does Jesus say to Thomas? (You believed 
because you saw me; “blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”)  

6. Say: Though Jesus wants us to believe even without seeing, we can help others 
believe by being good examples. If we show love to people because we are 
followers of Jesus, they may choose to be followers of Jesus too.  

7. Conclude in prayer together by praying the Acts of Faith, Hope, and Love. 

Act of Faith 
O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine Persons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. I believe that your divine Son became man and died for our sins, and that he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe these and all the truths which the holy Catholic Church 
teaches, because you have revealed them, who can neither deceive nor be deceived. 
Amen. 

 
Act of Hope 
O my God, relying on your infinite mercy and promises, I hope to obtain pardon of my sins, the 
help of your grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, my Lord and 
Redeemer.  
Amen. 

 

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-faith.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-hope.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-love.htm
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Act of Love 
O my God, I love you above all things with my whole heart and soul, because you are all good 
and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of you. I forgive all who have 
injured me and I ask pardon of those whom I have injured.  
Amen. 
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Third Sunday of Easter, Cycle C  

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 5:27-32,40b-41 
The apostles are brought before the Sanhedrin and ordered to stop speaking in Jesus' name. 

Psalm 
Psalm 30:2,4,5-6,11-12,13 
A song of praise to God who rescues us. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 5:11-14 
John describes his vision of the praises that will be sung to the Lamb by every creature on 
heaven and earth. 

Gospel 
John 21:1-19 (short form:John 21:1-14) 
Jesus appears to the disciples for a third time after his Resurrection and shares a meal with 
them. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
In Lectionary Cycle C, our Sunday Gospels are usually taken from the Gospel of Luke. The 
Gospels for the Easter Season, however, are taken from the Gospel of John. Today's Gospel is 
one of the post-Resurrection appearances reported by John. Recall that in John's Gospel, Jesus 
appears first to Mary of Magdala, second to all of the disciples except Thomas, and finally to 
Thomas and the disciples (which we heard last Sunday). After those appearances, John's 
Gospel seems to conclude with a reference to other signs that Jesus gave after his Resurrection, 
which have not been recorded. 
 
Because it follows this apparent conclusion, most scholars believe today's Gospel passage (and 
all of John 21) to have been an addition to John's original text. Because there are significant 
differences between this report and the other appearances described in John's Gospel, it is quite 
likely that this story is from a different source. There are details in the story that recall Jesus' call 
to Simon Peter and the other fishermen as well as the miraculous catch of fish (found in the 
Gospel of Luke, with parallels in the other Synoptic Gospels). The end of the chapter, where 
Jesus asks Peter three times whether he loves him, most likely is meant to represent the 
reconciliation that occurred between the community represented by John's Gospel with the larger 
Christian community represented by Peter. This Gospel reading is a rich and textured story that 
speaks of Jesus' presence in the Eucharist and our commission to serve others as Jesus did. 
 
Last week we heard that Jesus appeared to the gathered disciples in a locked room, probably in 
Jerusalem. In today's Gospel, the disciples are no longer in Jerusalem; they are in Galilee, 
returning to their work of fishing. Simon Peter is still presented in the role of leader: when he 
announces that he is going fishing, the other disciples follow. They spend the night fishing but 
are unsuccessful.  
 
Jesus calls to them from the shore, but just as when Jesus first appeared to Mary of Magdala, 
the disciples do not recognize him immediately. Still, they follow the stranger's instructions and 
bring in a large haul of fish. It is at this point that one of the disciples (the “disciple whom Jesus 
loved”) realizes that Jesus is appearing to them. Upon hearing this news, Simon Peter leads the 
way again, jumping from the boat and swimming to shore. The other disciples follow in the boat, 
dragging the fish. 
 
The disciples have brought to shore a tremendous catch of fish that Jesus has directed them to 
find. But once on the shore, they see that Jesus has already prepared fish and bread on a 
charcoal fire. Jesus directs the disciples to bring their catch of fish as well. Jesus is host at the 
meal that follows, feeding the disciples the bread and fish. In this detail we see allusions to the 
miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and the fishes told in John 6.  
 
There are also allusions in the Gospel to our gathering for the celebration of the Mass. In the 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts5.htm#v27
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts5.htm#v40
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm30.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation5.htm#v11
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john21.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john21.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john6.htm
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Eucharist, we too are fed by Jesus in the bread and wine that have become his very Body and 
Blood. We also find in this story insight about the Presentation of the Gifts at Mass. The gifts we 
bring to the altar, bread and wine, are made from gifts that God gave first to us: grain and 
grapes, the fruit of the earth. God has no need of anything further. Yet God accepts the offering 
we bring—bread and wine, “the work of human hands”—and transforms our offering into the gift 
of his very presence. 
 
After the meal, Jesus directs himself to Simon Peter. The community of John's Gospel probably 
looked down on Peter because of his denial of Jesus. This dialogue with Simon Peter is a 
reversal of Peter's three denials. Peter is forgiven. Having been restored to friendship with Jesus, 
Simon Peter is sent on a mission. “Feed my lambs . . . Tend my sheep . . . Feed my sheep.” 
These commands indicate that Peter is to be as Jesus, even unto sacrificing for the flock. As 
Jesus has fed Peter in this meal and as Jesus feeds us in the Eucharist, so he also sends us to 
follow him, asking that we offer our lives in service and sacrifice. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 849:  The missionary mandate. "Having been divinely sent to the nations that she 

might be 'the universal sacrament of salvation,' the Church, in obedience to 
the command of her founder and because it is demanded by her own 
essential universality, strives to preach the Gospel to all men": "Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you; and Lo, I am with you always, until the 
close of the age." 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Food and adequate nourishment are priorities for children and those who care for them. As food 
is needed to nourish growing bodies, so too the gift of the Eucharist is necessary for our spiritual 
growth. 

Materials Needed  

 Bingo cards  
 Candy for markers 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Play a simple game of Bingo using candy hearts or other candy as markers. Allow the 
children to eat the candy when the game is finished.  

2. Ask: What was the best part of the game? (Inevitably, someone or everyone will say 
“eating.”) We love to eat, don't we? We look forward to mealtimes so that we may 
relax and refresh ourselves. We enjoy food at parties and holiday celebrations. We 
even enjoy a game of eating. You may discuss customs related to meals if there's time.  

3. Say: Jesus knows how important food is. Many times he offered food to those he 
loved. This week's Gospel reading tells how Jesus made breakfast for his friends.  

4. Read aloud today's Gospel, John 21:1-14.  
5. Ask: What were the disciples doing when Jesus called to them? (fishing) What 

happened when Jesus told them to toss their nets on the right side of the boat? 
(They caught a large number of fish.) What do the disciples see on the fire when they 
bring their fish to share? (fish and bread)  

6. Say: Jesus fed his disciples and feeds us as well. He makes crops and animals 
grow so that our bodies will have food. He also gives us bread and wine—his Body 
and Blood—at Mass so we will have food for our soul. When we eat the Body and 
Blood of Christ, we become one with Jesus. Jesus helps us grow in body, in soul, 
and in love.  

7. Conclude by praying together the Acts of Faith, Hope, and Love. 

  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-faith.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-hope.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-love.htm
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Act of Faith 
O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine Persons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. I believe that your divine Son became man and died for our sins, and that he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe these and all the truths which the holy Catholic Church 
teaches, because you have revealed them, who can neither deceive nor be deceived. 
Amen. 
 
Act of Hope 
O my God, relying on your infinite mercy and promises, I hope to obtain pardon of my sins, the 
help of your grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, my Lord and 
Redeemer.  
Amen. 
 
Act of Love 
O my God, I love you above all things with my whole heart and soul, because you are all good 
and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of you. I forgive all who have 
injured me and I ask pardon of those whom I have injured.  
Amen. 
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Fourth Sunday of Easter, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 13:14,43-52 
Paul and Barnabas preach the good news among the Gentiles and are expelled by the Jews. 

Psalm 
Psalm 100:1-2,3,5 
A song in praise of God who shepherds us. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 7:9,14b-17 
John describes his vision of the praises that the holy ones sing to the Lamb. 

Gospel 
John 10:27-30 
Jesus describes his care for his sheep. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
The fourth Sunday of Easter is also called Good Shepherd Sunday. In each of the three 
lectionary cycles, the Gospel is taken from the tenth chapter of the Gospel of John. This chapter 
of John's Gospel follows Jesus' healing of the man born blind and the rejection of this miracle by 
Jewish leaders who question Jesus' authority to heal. Jesus responds to this challenge to his 
authority by calling himself the Good Shepherd. He is criticizing the Pharisees and other Jewish 
leaders. Already, the Pharisees and other Jewish leaders are so angered that they attempt to 
stone and arrest Jesus (see John 10:31 and 10:39). This controversy with the religious leaders 
continues until Jesus' death. 
 
Set in a moment of tension and conflict in John's Gospel, today's Gospel reading is Jesus' 
answer to the question, “Are you the Messiah?” Jesus responds by saying, in essence, “If you 
have to ask, then you are not one of my sheep.” Then Jesus asserts his unity with the Father. At 
the conclusion of these words, John reports that the Jews intend to stone Jesus for blasphemy,  
but he escapes arrest. 
 
 
We may be less familiar with the metaphors of sheep and shepherd than those to whom Jesus 
spoke. The image of Jesus as Good Shepherd and the community of followers as his sheep has 
endured over the centuries as a primary image in our faith tradition. Its power to describe the 
relationship between Jesus and his followers transcends direct experience with sheep. The 
image speaks to us about the protection, security, and care that shepherds represent for their 
sheep.  
 
Today's Gospel speaks powerfully about the familiarity and intimacy between Jesus and his 
disciples, expressed as recognizing and knowing another's voice. Today's Gospel also speaks to 
the relationship between Jesus and the Father. In the Gospel of John, Jesus identifies so closely 
with the Father that he tells us that they are one—not just close, but actually one. To know Jesus 
is to know the Father. Jesus doesn't just bring us closer to the Father, Jesus puts us directly into 
contact with God the Father, removing all distance between us. Our relationship with Jesus is an 
invitation to share in the life of God. 

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 805: The Church is the Body of Christ. Through the Spirit and his action in the 
sacraments, above all the Eucharist, Christ, who once was dead and is now 
risen, establishes the community of believers as his own Body. 

 
 
 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts13.htm#v14
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm100.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation7.htm#v9
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v27
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v31
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v39
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Making the Connection 
 
Young children are familiar with emergency and warning signals that protect them. We can use 
this experience to teach them that Jesus will also protect us from sin and death if we listen and 
follow him. 

Materials Needed  

 Picture of Jesus 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Ask for volunteers to imitate the sound of a train whistle, an ambulance siren, and a 
tornado warning signal. Discuss what dangers they alert us to and how they protect us if 
we obey them.  

2. Ask: If we ignore the warning of a train whistle, refuse to move out of the way of a 
speeding ambulance, or fail to go to shelter in a tornado, what might happen to 
us? (We could get hurt or even die.)  

3. Show a picture of Jesus. Say: Jesus protects us from danger, too. In today's Gospel, 
Jesus tells us how he will protect us. Let's listen carefully.  

4. Read aloud today's Gospel, John 10:27-30.  
5. Ask: What does Jesus say he will do for his sheep? (give them eternal life, protect 

them, and so on)  
6. Say: If we listen to Jesus, we will come to love and follow him. As the Good 

Shepherd, Jesus will protect us by sharing with us life that will last forever in 
heaven.  

7. Pray together that you will all one day share the eternal life promised by Jesus. Pray 
together the Acts of Faith, Hope, and Love 

Act of Faith 
O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine Persons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. I believe that your divine Son became man and died for our sins, and that he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe these and all the truths which the holy Catholic Church 
teaches, because you have revealed them, who can neither deceive nor be deceived. 
Amen. 
 
Act of Hope 
O my God, relying on your infinite mercy and promises, I hope to obtain pardon of my sins, the 
help of your grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, my Lord and 
Redeemer.  
Amen. 
 
Act of Love 
O my God, I love you above all things with my whole heart and soul, because you are all good 
and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of you. I forgive all who have 
injured me and I ask pardon of those whom I have injured.  
Amen. 
 
  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-faith.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-hope.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-love.htm
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Fifth Sunday of Easter, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 14:21-27 
Paul and Barnabas proclaim the good news in many places. 

Psalm 
Psalm 145:8-9,10-11,12-13 
A song of praise to God. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 21:1-5a 
John describes his vision of a new heaven and a new earth. 

Gospel 
John 13:31-33a,34-35 
Jesus gives his disciples a new commandment: love one another. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
Today's Gospel again comes from the Gospel of John. Like last week, today we hear words 
spoken by Jesus before his death and Resurrection. Jesus is teaching at the Last Supper. 
 
John's Gospel does not include an institution of the Eucharist narrative; instead, Jesus washes 
his disciples' feet. Immediately after, Jesus predicts his betrayal by Judas. Today's Gospel 
follows that prediction. It can be read as a continuing explanation of Jesus' act of washing his 
disciples' feet. It begins with the announcement that this is the moment when the Son of Man will 
be glorified. This theme continues throughout John's Passion. Jesus will be glorified in his death 
on the cross and in his Resurrection, and the disciples will glorify Jesus in the love they show.  
 
John's Gospel does not present a sentimental view of love. This is a type of love that is shown in 
service and sacrifice. It is difficult to choose to love when faced with hatred and anger. Jesus tells 
the disciples that all will know that they are his disciples because of the love they show for one 
another. This description of the early Christian community will be repeated in the Acts of the 
Apostles: “See how they love one another.” Christian love is the hallmark of Christianity. We see 
it lived in the witness of the martyrs. We see it in the example of the lives of the saints. We see it 
in the holy women and men who live and love daily, making small and large sacrifices for others. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 733:  God is Love" and love is his first gift, containing all others. "God's love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us." 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Children learn by example. Jesus not only talked about love, he gave us his life as an example to 
show us how to love. 

Materials Needed  

 Origami cup  
 Water  
 Several pieces of square paper 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Teach the children to make an origami cup, demonstrating and helping as you give the 
directions. Tell them to fold a square sheet of paper in half to form a triangle. Have them 
place the triangles on their desks with the fold facing them. Tell them to bring the left and 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts14.htm#v21
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm145.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation21.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john13.htm#v31
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right points of the triangle to the middle of the opposite sides and crease them. This will 
produce a five-sided figure with the bottom being shorter in length than the sides. Fold 
the top points down on the front and back to form the cup. Squeeze the sides of the 
figure to open the cup. Then demonstrate that it holds water.  

2. Say: Now that you know how to make a cup, maybe someday you'll be able to 
make one for a small child who doesn't know how to sip water from a drinking 
fountain. If I had only told you how to make a cup and hadn't shown you how, it 
would have been difficult for you to learn.  

3. Say: That's why Jesus didn't just tell us how to love, he showed us. The Gospel 
this week tells us that, before Jesus died, he told his friends to love one another 
the way he had shown them how to love. He said this at his Last Supper with his 
friends, just after he had washed their feet. This is what Jesus said.  

4. Read aloud today's Gospel, John 13:31-33a,34-35.  
5. Ask: How had Jesus shown love to his disciples? (He washed their feet.) How did 

Jesus say that people would recognize his disciples? (by their love for one 
another)What did Jesus do after this Last Supper to show love? (He died on the 
cross.)  

6. Say: When you followed my directions you were able to make a cup. When you 
follow Jesus' directions, you become a disciple and are able to make a different, 
more loving world.  

7. Conclude by praying together the Act of Love. 

Act of Love 
O my God, I love you above all things with my whole heart and soul, because you are all good 
and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as myself for the love of you. I forgive all who have 
injured me and I ask pardon of those whom I have injured.  
Amen. 
  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-love.htm
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The Ascension of our Lord needs to be included in the session above.  The material below 
may assist. 

 
The Ascension of the Lord, Cycle C  
 
Activities in Preparation for This Day in the Liturgical Year 
 
First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 
Jesus is taken up to heaven in the presence of the Apostles. 

Psalm 
Psalm 47:2-3,6-9 
Sing praise to God as he mounts his throne. 

Second Reading 
Ephesians 1:17-23 or Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23 
God raised Jesus from the dead and seated him at his right hand. 

Gospel 
Luke 24:46-53 
Jesus is taken to heaven and the disciples remain in Jerusalem awaiting his sending of the Spirit. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
Today is our liturgical celebration of the Ascension of the Lord, when Jesus was taken to heaven 
on the 40th day after Easter. In Cycle C, our Gospel is taken from the conclusion of the Gospel of 
Luke.  
 
There are similarities in the reports of Jesus' Ascension found in the Synoptic Gospels—Mark, 
Matthew, and Luke. In each account, Jesus assigns his disciples the task of proclaiming the 
Gospel to the entire world. There are also notable distinctions. In the Gospels of Mark and 
Matthew, the disciples are sent by Jesus to baptize as well as to preach. In Luke's Gospel, 
however, this commission to baptize is absent. Instead, Jesus directs the disciples to return to 
Jerusalem to await the fulfillment of his promise to send them the Holy Spirit. Curiously, only 
Mark and Luke actually report Jesus' Ascension into heaven. Matthew's Gospel concludes with 
Jesus' promise to remain with his disciples forever. Only the Gospel of Mark notes that Jesus 
ascended to sit at the right hand of God. In noting this, Mark teaches that Jesus' Ascension 
affirms the glory Jesus received from God after his death and Resurrection. 
 
Those who believe in Jesus will be empowered to do what Jesus himself has done. Already in 
Mark's Gospel, during his ministry, Jesus sent his disciples out to preach, to heal, and to drive 
out unclean spirits. Now, they are sent again to do these things and more. From his place with 
God in heaven, Jesus helped his disciples, and he continues to help us as we try to live as his 
followers. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 659:  "So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into 

heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God." Christ's body was glorified 
at the moment of his Resurrection, as proved by the new and supernatural 
properties it subsequently and permanently enjoys. But during the forty 
days when he eats and drinks familiarly with his disciples and teaches them 
about the kingdom, his glory remains veiled under the appearance of 
ordinary humanity. Jesus' final apparition ends with the irreversible entry of 
his humanity into divine glory, symbolized by the cloud and by heaven, 
where he is seated from that time forward at God's right hand. Only in a 
wholly exceptional and unique way would Jesus show himself to Paul "as 
to one untimely born", in a last apparition that established him as an 
apostle. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts1.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm47.htm#v2
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/ephesians/ephesians1.htm#v17
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/hebrews/hebrews9.htm#v24
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/hebrews/hebrews10.htm#v19
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke24.htm#v46
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Making the Connection 
 
For young children, certificates, trophies, and medals turn abstract ideas such as praise and 
honor into concrete examples. In the language used to describe Jesus' place in heaven after his 
Ascension, they have the opportunity to comprehend the glory that God showed to Jesus after 
his Resurrection. 

Materials Needed  

 Certificates, medals, trophies, or other examples of honors that people might receive 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Bring examples of honors—certificates, medals, ribbons, or trophies—that people might 
receive in recognition for service or exceptional skill. Talk about why such honors might 
be given.  

2. Say: After his death and Resurrection, Jesus was honored by God in a very special 
way. Listen carefully to today's Gospel, which tells us about how Jesus was 
honored by God.  

3. Read this Sunday's Gospel, Luke 24:46-53.  
4. Say: This Gospel describes how Jesus was taken to heaven after his Resurrection. 

What does Jesus tell his disciples to do? (He told them to remain in the city until they 
are clothed with power from on high.)  

5. Say: Jesus is promising to send the Holy Spirit to his disciples. To be clothed with 
power from on high means that they will be filled with the Holy Spirit.  

6. Say: Because Jesus is with God now in heaven, he can help us as we try to follow 
his example. We certainly have a very powerful friend in Jesus. He will help us as 
we live his Gospel today.  

7. Conclude in prayer, asking Jesus to help us follow his example of love. Pray together the 
Acts of Faith, Hope, and Love. 

  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-faith.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-hope.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-love.htm
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Sixth Sunday of Easter, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 15:1-2,22-29 
The early Church community determines, with the help of the Holy Spirit, not to impose the 
requirement of circumcision on Gentile Christians. 

Psalm 
Psalm 67:2-3,5,6,8 
A prayer that all the nations sing praise to God. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 21:10-14,22-23 
The vision of the splendor of the heavenly Jerusalem is described. 

Gospel 
John 14:23-29 
Jesus promises his disciples that the Father will send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
This portion of John's Gospel comes near the end of the first of four chapters that make up 
Jesus' long farewell discourse at the Last Supper. This section of chapter 14 actually sums up 
the themes of the opening of the discourse: the Christian's life is not shaped by Jesus' absence 
but by God's abiding presence; God's presence overcomes anxiety about God's absence; and 
the present holds in it the seeds of a fresh future shaped by love, not fear. 
These verses also contain a glimpse of some of the other themes of the farewell discourse: 
Jesus' relationship with the Father and the disciples' relationship to Jesus connect the disciples 
to the Father as well. Jesus promises to send an Advocate or intercessor who will remind the 
disciples of everything that Jesus taught them and bring them peace.  
 
Jesus is preparing his disciples in advance for his absence so that they will continue to believe in 
him and not feel all alone after his return to the Father. After the initial excitement of his Easter 
appearances, Jesus will remain with his followers in a very different way throughout the 
centuries. 
 
As our celebration of the Easter season is coming to an end, the liturgy reminds us that Jesus 
remains with us through the Holy Spirit, who teaches us everything we need to know, reminds us 
of all that Jesus taught, and brings us peace. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 729: Only when the hour has arrived for his glorification does Jesus promise the 

coming of the Holy Spirit, since his Death and Resurrection will fulfill the 
promise made to the fathers. The Spirit of truth, the other Paraclete, will be 
given by the Father in answer to Jesus' prayer; he will be sent by the Father 
in Jesus' name; and Jesus will send him from the Father's side, since he 
comes from the Father. The Holy Spirit will come and we shall know him; he 
will be with us for ever; he will remain with us. The Spirit will teach us 
everything, remind us of all that Christ said to us and bear witness to him. 
The Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth and will glorify Christ. He will prove 
the world wrong about sin, righteousness, and judgment. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Young children are often naturally generous in showing love and care for others. We can teach 
them that we are following Jesus' example when we show love for others. 
 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts15.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm67.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation21.htm#v10
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts14.htm#v23
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Materials Needed  
 

 A seesaw-type apparatus (How to construct: Attach a strip of stiff cardboard to a toilet-
paper tube by sticking a tack through the center of the cardboard. Glue or tape a paper 
cupcake liner to one end of the cardboard strip)  
 

 Several pieces of heart-shaped candy 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
  

1. Bring in the seesaw-type apparatus you've constructed and several pieces of heart-
shaped candy.  

2. Ask for volunteers to think of ways they can show love. As they name them, hand them a 
piece of candy to place in the cupcake liner on the high end of the strip of cardboard and 
ask whether they remember a time when Jesus showed such love. When the cardboard 
is weighted sufficiently, it will go down and the other end will go up.  

3. Point to the high end and say: The more we love like Jesus, the closer we get to the 
Father. Jesus said that his Father will give us the help we need to be like Jesus. 
Hand each child a heart candy. Let's listen carefully to today's Gospel to see what 
we learn about this Helper that the Father will send.  

4. Read aloud today's Gospel, John 14:23-29.  
5. Ask: What does Jesus say will happen to those who keep his word? (Jesus and the 

Father will dwell in them.) Who will be sent to help us remember Jesus and follow 
his word? (the Advocate, the Holy Spirit)  

6. Say: Jesus told us that the Father will give us the Holy Spirit, who will help us to 
remember how Jesus showed his love and to be like him.  

7. Conclude by praying together the Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth.  
 
Lord,  
by the light of the Holy Spirit  
you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 
In the same Spirit  
help us to relish what is right  
and always rejoice in your consolation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
  

http://www.loyolapress.com/prayer-to-the-holy-spirit.htm
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Seventh Sunday of Easter, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 7:55-60 
Stephen is martyred as Saul looks on. 

Psalm 
Psalm 97:1-2,6-7,9 
The Lord is king over all the earth. 

Second Reading 
Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

Gospel 
John 17:20-26 
Jesus prays for his disciples. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
On the seventh Sunday of Easter, we always read from the 17th chapter of John's Gospel. This 
chapter of John's Gospel comes at the conclusion of Jesus' Farewell Discourse delivered to the 
disciples at the Last Supper. The whole of this chapter is a prayer of Jesus, commending himself 
to the Father and expressing his care and concern for his disciples. At the end of this prayer, 
Jesus and his disciples depart for the garden, and Jesus is arrested. 
 
Several important themes appear in this prayer of Jesus. First, Jesus' prayer reaffirms the 
complete union between Jesus and the Father. Throughout John's Gospel, Jesus has been 
presented as the one who pre-existed with the Father and as the one sent by the Father to do his 
work on earth. In today's reading, we hear Jesus ask that the unity he experiences with the 
Father be extended to all who believe in him. He prays that we be one with each other, with him, 
and with the Father. We are reminded that Christ is the source of Christian unity. Through Christ, 
we are united with one another and with God our Father. 
. 
Belief is a major theme in the Gospel of John. It begins in the prologue and continues in the 
response to Jesus' signs. Belief is the reason Jesus performs signs (2:11, 4:53, 6:69, 9:38) and 
the reason signs have been recorded in the Gospel (20:30-31). Here Jesus prays not only for 
those who believe in him but for all who will come to believe in him. And he prays that the love of 
the Father in him may also be in all who believe so that Jesus might be in them as well. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1077: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 

us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. He destined us before him in love to be his sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of 
his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved." 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Young children are beginning to understand the value of teamwork. We can build on this 
inclination to teach the value and importance of the unity of the Christian community. 
 
Materials Needed  
  

 Two sets of the following: One pound of uncooked spaghetti, a mound of clay, a rubber 
band, a block of wood or a book 

 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts7.htm#v55
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm97.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/revelation/revelation22.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts17.htm#v20
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john2.htm#v11
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john4.htm#v53
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john6.htm#v69
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john9.htm#v38
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john20.htm#v30
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Divide the group into two teams. Give each team one pound of spaghetti, a mound of 
clay, a rubber band, and a block of wood or a book. Have the children hold the pieces of 
spaghetti together with a rubber band and stick them into a mound of clay. Ask the 
groups to determine how many pieces of spaghetti (standing on end) are needed to hold 
the block of wood or book without breaking. Give them time to experiment, and then have 
a volunteer from each team report their findings.  

2. Say: This experiment reminds me of the Gospel this week. We read that Jesus 
prayed to his Father for the safety of his followers by keeping us all close together. 
It's much easier to be strong when we have the help of others. Listen to the Gospel 
as I read it. Try to figure out what will be the “rubber band” that holds us together.  

3. Read this Sunday's Gospel, John 17:20-26.  
4. Ask: What does Jesus pray for his disciples? (to keep them united as Jesus and the 

Father are united as one) What does Jesus say will hold the disciples together? (the 
power of Jesus' name)  

5. Say: We learn in today's Gospel that the name of Jesus has power to unite us with 
one another and to save us. This is why we pray to God to protect us in Jesus' 
name. We know that God hears Jesus' prayer and our prayers in Jesus' name. 

6. Conclude in prayer together asking God to protect us from all bad things in Jesus' name. 
Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 
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Pentecost Sunday, Cycle C  

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 
The Holy Spirit descends upon the Apostles gathered in Jerusalem. 

Psalm 
Psalm 104:1,24,29-31,34 
God's Spirit renews the earth. 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13 or Romans 8:8-17 
We are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Gospel 
John 20:19-23 
Jesus appears to his disciples and gives them the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
The season of Easter concludes with today's celebration, the feast of Pentecost. On Pentecost 
we celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles gathered in the upper room in 
Jerusalem; this event marks the beginning of the Church. The story of Pentecost is found in the 
Acts of the Apostles, today's first reading. The account in today's Gospel, taken from the Gospel 
of John, also recounts how Jesus gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples. There is no need 
to try to reconcile these two accounts to each other. It is enough to know that, after his death, 
Jesus fulfilled his promise to send to his disciples a helper, an advocate, who would enable them 
to be his witnesses throughout the world. 
 
We previously heard today's Gospel on the second Sunday of Easter. At that time, we also heard 
the passage that follows, which describes Jesus' appearance to Thomas. In that context, we 
were led to reflect on belief and unbelief. 
 
In the context of the feast of Pentecost, this reading reminds us about the integral connection 
between the gifts of peace and forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit. Jesus greets his 
disciples with the gift of peace. Jesus then commissions his disciples to continue the work that he 
has begun, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” As he breathes the Holy Spirit upon 
them, Jesus sends his disciples to continue his work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of 
sins. 
 
This Gospel reminds us that the Church is called to be a reconciling presence in the world. This 
reconciling presence of Christ is celebrated in the Church's sacramental life. In the Sacrament of 
Baptism, we are washed clean from sin and become a new creation in Christ. In the Sacrament 
of Penance, the Church celebrates the mercy of God in forgiving sins. This reconciling presence 
is also to be a way of life for Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be agents of peace and 
harmony among people. 
 
Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 731:  On the day of Pentecost when the seven weeks of Easter had come to an 

end, Christ's Passover is fulfilled in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
manifested, given, and communicated as a divine person: of his fullness, 
Christ, the Lord, pours out the Spirit in abundance. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Young children are beginning to be aware that there are times when they do not do the things 
that they should. They can be very sensitive to the frustration and anger of those around them 
when they have done wrong. Today's Gospel offers them, and us, the reassurance that Jesus 
taught us that through the power of the Holy Spirit, God has sent his forgiving mercy to us. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/acts/acts2.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm104.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1corinthians/1corinthians12.htm#3
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/romans/romans8.htm#v8
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john20.htm#v19
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Materials Needed  

 Ping-Pong ball  
 Styrofoam cup 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Bring a Ping-Pong ball and a Styrofoam cup to class. Say: After Jesus was killed, his 
friends were afraid they would be punished like Jesus was. They hid in a room and 
hoped they would not be discovered. Drop the Ping-Pong ball into the cup and cover 
the cup with your hand.  

2. Say: Jesus did not want his friends to hide in fear. He wanted them to be brave and 
show all people the love and forgiveness of God. He could see that his friends 
needed help to do this. Today's Gospel tells us about what Jesus did to help his 
disciples. Let's listen carefully as we read today's Gospel. Read John 20:19-23.  

3. Say: Jesus knew that his disciples would need the courage of the Holy Spirit—the 
same courage that Jesus had when he bravely died so that our sins would be 
forgiven. Jesus released the disciples from fear by breathing the Holy Spirit on 
them. Blow into the Styrofoam cup, and the ball will come flying out.  

4. Say: But Jesus did even more. The Gospel this week tells us that not only did 
Jesus give his friends courage, but he also gave them the power to release others 
from fear by forgiving their sins. Place the Ping-Pong ball in the cup again. When we 
do something we know God would not like, we fear God's punishment. We forget 
how much God loves us, and we become trapped by sin. Place your hand over the 
top of the cup. Jesus gave his Apostles—and all the priests of his Church—the 
power to forgive in God's name when we are truly sorry for our sins. Then we are 
free to start over and to live as God wants us to live. Blow into the cup again to 
propel the ping-pong ball.  

5. Conclude in prayer together that the Holy Spirit will help us be confident that God will 
always forgive our sins. Pray together today's psalm, or the Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth.  

 
Lord,  
by the light of the Holy Spirit  
you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 
In the same Spirit  
help us to relish what is right  
and always rejoice in your consolation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

  

http://www.loyolapress.com/prayer-to-the-holy-spirit.htm
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The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, Cycle C  

First Reading 
Proverbs 8:22-31 
Wisdom was born before the earth was made. 

Psalm 
Psalm 8:4-9 
O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth! 

Second Reading 
Romans 5:1-5 
We boast of our afflictions. 

Gospel 
John 16:12-15 
Whatever the Father has is mine. The Spirit of truth will guide us. 

Background on the Gospel 

This week we return to the liturgical season of Ordinary Time. This Sunday and next Sunday, 
however, are designated as solemnities, special days that call our attention to central mysteries 
of our faith. Today, on the first Sunday after Pentecost, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most 
Holy Trinity. This feast invites us to consider what we believe about God, who has revealed 
himself to us in the Trinity—one God in three persons.  
 
The verses of today's Gospel come near the end of Jesus' long discourse at the Last Supper. In 
the early part of this discourse, as we saw last week on Pentecost, Jesus offers assurances to 
the disciples. Even though he must leave the disciples, he tells them that they will have a future 
because of the help he will send them in the Holy Spirit. In this section he focuses more on the 
shape of the future, which will include Jesus' victory over the world that they will share in. The 
disciples of Jesus cannot know the future. They can only know that, whatever shape the future 
takes, they will not have to face it alone. They have the Spirit of Truth, who will continue to 
provide the teaching of Jesus in the future.  
 
Reading this passage on Trinity Sunday reinforces our understanding of the unity shared by the 
members of the Trinity. Although the idea of one God in three persons remains a mystery, we 
have the assurance that, as Jesus and the Father share all, Jesus and the Spirit share all. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 253:  The Trinity is One. We do not confess three Gods, but one God in three 

persons, the "consubstantial Trinity". The divine persons do not share the 
one divinity among themselves but each of them is God whole and entire: 
"The Father is that which the Son is, the Son that which the Father is, the 
Father and the Son that which the Holy Spirit is, i.e. by nature one God." In 
the words of the Fourth Lateran Council (1215), "Each of the persons is that 
supreme reality, viz., the divine substance, essence or nature." 

 
Making the Connection 
 
The Church teaches us about the importance of recognizing the Holy Spirit in everything we do. 
By recognizing and listening to the Holy Spirit, we learn how to care for others and for ourselves. 

Materials Needed  

 Several feathers 

  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/proverbs/proverb8.htm#v22
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm8.htm#v4
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/romans/romans5.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john16.htm#v12
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Have a few volunteers come forward and give them each a feather.  
2. Tell them to hold their feathers up high and then to let go of them so that they fall to the 

floor.  
3. Ask: What slows the feathers down so that they float so slowly to the ground? (the air)  
4. Say: Even though we can't see the air, it exists and affects the feathers, slowing them 

down as they fall to the floor. The same is true of the Holy Spirit. We may not be able 
to see him with our eyes, but he is real and is always with us, just like the air we 
breathe.  

5. Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells us that the Holy Spirit will guide us.  
6. Read aloud this Sunday's Gospel, John 16:12-15.  
7. Tell the children that whenever we pray the Sign of the Cross we pray to the Holy Spirit, who 

is sent to us by Jesus and his Father. Remind the children that we call the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit the Trinity.  

8. Conclude by inviting the children to slowly and prayerfully pray the Sign of the Cross. 
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The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, Cycle C  

First Reading 
Genesis 14:18-20 
Melchizedek, king of Salem, blessed Abram. 

Psalm 
Psalm 110:1-4 
You are a priest forever, in the line of Melchizedek. 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he 
comes. 

Gospel 
Luke 9:11b-17 
They all ate and were satisfied. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
Today, the second Sunday after Pentecost, we celebrate a second solemnity, which marks our 
return to Ordinary Time. Today is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. At 
one time, this day was called Corpus Christi, Latin for “the Body of Christ.” In the most recent 
revision of the liturgy, the name for this day is expanded to be a more complete reflection of our 
Eucharistic theology. 
 
The feeding of the 5,000 is the only one of Jesus' miracles to appear in all four Gospels. Luke 
places it between Herod's question, “Who is this about whom I hear such things?” and Peter's 
response to Jesus' question about who he thought Jesus was: “You are the Messiah of God.” In 
Luke the feeding is not the result of Jesus' compassion for the crowd but is instigated by the 
disciples. They wanted Jesus to send the crowd away to town. Instead Jesus tells the disciples to 
give them some food on their own.  
 
The passage is meant to remind us of two feedings in the Old Testament: the feeding of the 
Israelites in the desert and Elisha's feeding of 100 people with 20 loaves in 2 Kings 4:42-44. It is 
also connected to the institution of the Eucharist. As in the Last Supper accounts in Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke and in Paul's account in 1 Corinthians 11:23-24, Jesus takes bread, looks up to 
heaven, blesses the bread, breaks it, and then gives it to the disciples. In using this exact 
language, Luke is reminding his readers that in this miracle Jesus is doing more than feeding 
hungry people as God did for the Israelites and the prophet Elisha did as well. The bread he 
gives is his body, which he will continue to give as often as the community breaks bread in 
remembrance of him in the Eucharist. 

Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 1323: "At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, our Savior instituted the 
Eucharistic sacrifice of his Body and Blood. This he did in order to 
perpetuate the sacrifice of the cross throughout the ages until he should 
come again, and so to entrust to his beloved Spouse, the Church, a 
memorial of his death and resurrection: a sacrament of love, a sign of unity, 
a bond of charity, a Paschal banquet 'in which Christ is consumed, the 
mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us.'" 

Making the Connection 

Young children always seem to be hungry and looking for snacks. The Eucharist is a meal that 
nourishes our spiritual hunger. 

  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/genesis/genesis14.htm#v18
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http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1corinthians/1corinthians11.htm#v23
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke9.htm#v11
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2kings/2kings4.htm#v42
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1corinthians/1corinthians11.htm#v23
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Ask the children what their favorite foods are.  
2. Invite volunteers to share what food they consider to be their favorite.  
3. Explain that the human body needs energy and that this energy comes from food. Our 

brains tell us that our energy is low by sending signals to our stomachs. Those signals 
make us feel hungry.  

4. Tell the children that people can be hungry not only for food but also for things like love, 
friendship, caring, and forgiveness. Ask the children to think of other things that people 
might be hungry for.  

5. Say: Just as our bodies need food for energy, we also need food for spiritual 
energy.  

6. Ask if anyone knows what we call the food that gives us spiritual energy. (the Eucharist)  
7. Explain that, on the Feast of the Body and Blood of Jesus, we give thanks for the food 

that we call the Eucharist.  
8. Invite volunteers to read aloud this Sunday's Gospel, Luke 9:11b-17.  
9. Ask: How much food was left over after the meal? (12 baskets)  
10. Say: The Gospel is teaching us that, with Jesus, we will never run out of spiritual 

food.  
11. Conclude by praying the words we pray before coming forward to receive the Eucharist 

at Mass: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say 
the word, and my soul shall be healed.  
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Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 

Note to Catechist: 
 
The Loyola Press Sunday Connection material excludes the tenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time.  We have therefore provided a reflection on the Gospel taken from God’s Word 
2013.  Activities have been sourced and are provided below. 
 

 
First Reading 
1 Kings 17:17-24 
“See your son lives.”  
  
Psalm 
Psalm 30:1&3.4.5.10-11a&12b 
“I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me.” 
  
Second Reading 
Galatians 1:11-19  
“God was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles.”  
  
Gospel Reading 
Luke 7:11-17 
“Young man I say to you, arise.” 
 
Reflection on the Gospel 
 
Being a widow is difficult at any age, more so was in the days of Elijah and Jesus. These women 
in today’s Scripture readings had lost both their husbands and their only sons. Apart from the 
painful experience of the loss of their beloved ones, they had to deal with a society that 
considered women virtually non-existent, with no job opportunities and social security. All their 
dreams, expectations and hopes about their sons were all over with their death. Yes, only those 
who have lost their husbands and children can really understand the painful feelings of these 
widows. 
 
Loss is always a painful experience for all people. This story of the widow of Nain is not only a 
story of the compassion of Jesus for the emotional and mental sufferings of people; it is also a 
revelation of God’s relationship with all of us. Jesus comes upon this sad scene; He is moved 
with pity and extends his hands to touch the bier which would have made a Jew ritually unclean. 
But moved with compassion Jesus took the initiative to reach out and to touch, and then uttered 
a command: “Young man, I tell you: get up.” Then the impossible became possible. Life returned 
to the man and the son is returned to his mother. Once again dreams are coming true; 
hopelessness is banished, meaning regained and there is a new purpose in life. Jesus, the 
source of love, life and hope, will one day do for us what he did for this young man. There will 
come a day when the Son of God will command us to “get up” and then we shall rise from the 
grave.    
 
Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1002: Christ will raise us up "on the last day"; but it is also true that, in a certain 

way, we have already risen with Christ. For, by virtue of the Holy Spirit, 
Christian life is already now on earth a participation in the death and 
Resurrection of Christ:  

 
And you were buried with him in Baptism, in which you were also raised 
with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 
. . . If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
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Making the Connection - Phase 1 (Preschool, Grades 1 & 2) 
 
At this age, young children are very “me focussed” and the concept of compassion can be 
difficult for them to understand.  Use the activity below to demonstrate compassion. 
 
Materials Needed 
 

 None 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Read aloud Luke 7:11-17 
2. Ask:  “How did Jesus feel, when he saw the dead man being carried out?”  (He felt 

sorry / sad) 
3. Say: “Another way of describing how Jesus felt, is compassion” 
4. Ask: “Have any of you ever heard that word before?”   
5. Say: “Compassion means feeling what others are feeling – especially when they 

are feeling pain or sadness. When we act with compassion, we show kindness. We 
show understanding. We try to make others feel better. We put others before 
ourselves” 

6. Say: “Jesus didn’t just feel sorry and walk away, did He?”  
7. Ask: “What did He do”  (He raised the young man from the dead) 
8. Say:  “This means that feeling sorry for someone isn’t enough – we have to do 

something. 
9. Ask: “If a boy or girl comes to school every day without lunch, would you feel sorry 

for them? 
10. Ask: “What could you do to help them?”  (Share lunch, ask Mom or Dad to make an 

extra sandwich) 
11. Say: “This means when we have compassion we do something to try and help the 

person who is sad or in pain. 
12. Conclude by asking God in prayer to help us be more compassionate 

  



Page | 52  

 

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C  

First Reading 
2 Samuel 12:7-10,13 
God's judgment on David for taking another man's wife 

Psalm 
Psalm 32, 1-2,5,7,11 
A prayer for forgiveness. 

Second Reading 
Galatians 2:16,19-21 
We are justified through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Gospel 
Luke 7:36—8:3 
A sinful woman anoints Jesus' feet. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
Today, the day after Pentecost, we return to Ordinary Time. Before Lent began at the end of 
February, we were reading Luke's version of the Sermon on the Mount, which is known as the 
Sermon on the Plain. Today's Gospel passage is taken from the following chapter of Luke's 
Gospel. The concern of this chapter, as well as in Chapters 8 and 9, is Jesus' identity as the 
Messiah, one who is greater than a prophet. Throughout the chapter Jesus has been performing 
miracles similar to those done by Old Testament prophets. When John the Baptist sent some of 
his disciples to Jesus to ask who he was, Jesus listed the miracles they had seen him perform 
and then compared himself with John the Baptist to show that he was greater than John. 
 
In today's Gospel Jesus sits down to eat a meal at the house of Simon, a Pharisee. A sinful 
woman approaches him, falls to her knees, wets his feet with her tears, dries them with her hair, 
and then anoints them with oil. A similar scene occurs in the other three Gospels, but in those 
versions the anointing takes place in Bethany, near Jerusalem, before Passover. In the other 
three Gospels, this anointing is related to his being proclaimed king by the crowds when he 
entered Jerusalem. It also related to his being anointed as a preparation for his burial. In Luke, 
the anointing takes place north, in Galilee, early in his ministry.  
 
Simon the Pharisee challenges Jesus, telling him that a prophet would surely know that a sinful 
person was touching him. Jesus responds by telling a story about the true nature of forgiveness. 
Two men owe money. One owes an amount that would equal 500 days' wages. The other owes 
50 days' wages. Yet the moneylender forgives the debt of both when they ask him. Simon is 
forced to admit that the one who had the bigger debt canceled probably loves the moneylender 
more.  
 
After telling the story, Jesus turns to the woman and tells her that her sins are forgiven. In this 
scene we see that Jesus does more than heal physical ailments, as prophets of the past had 
done. He also forgives sins. This leaves the crowd to ask, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
This question is answered in Chapter 9 by Peter when he professes that Jesus is the Messiah 
and at the Transfiguration when the voice from heaven declares, “This is my chosen Son.” 
 
Today's reading ends with the first three verses of Chapter 8. At first they may seem 
unconnected to the scene that has come before. But they serve to show Jesus' ministry 
beginning to move from one town and village to another, proclaiming the Kingdom of God, until 
he eventually arrives in Jerusalem. He is accompanied not just by the Twelve but by a group of 
women, three of whom Luke names. It is significant that they are linked with the Twelve, and they 
seem to be equally important to Jesus' ministry. It is the women who provide for the needs of 
these travelers out of their own resources. Although in Palestinian society women had a much 
lesser role than men, in Luke's Gospel they are shown as equals. 
 
 
 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2samuel/2samuel12.htm#v7
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm32.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/galatians/galatians2.htm#v16
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke7.htm#v36
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Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 1443:  During his public life Jesus not only forgave sins, but also made plain the 
effect of this forgiveness: he reintegrated forgiven sinners into the 
community of the People of God from which sin had alienated or even 
excluded them. A remarkable sign of this is the fact that Jesus receives 
sinners at his table, a gesture that expresses in an astonishing way both 
God's forgiveness and the return to the bosom of the People of God. 

Making the Connection 

Children at this age enjoy playing games and are familiar with the phrase “do over,” meaning that 
if you take your turn and things don't go as planned, you get to go again—a second chance. This 
image provides a simple introduction to the forgiveness of sins that Jesus offers. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Several tangled piles of paper clips, rubber bands, and yarn or string. 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  

1. Arrange the children in groups of three or four. Provide each group with a tangled pile of 
paper clips, rubber bands, and yarn or string.  

2. Direct each group to separate the items in their tangled pile and see which group can 
accomplish the task first.  

3. When they are finished, tell the children that in this Sunday's Gospel we are going to be 
learning about forgiveness. Explain that we use a special word to describe what happens 
to us when our sins are forgiven: we receive absolution. 

4. Write the word absolution on the board.  
5. Tell the children that the word absolution comes from the Latin ab solvere which means 

“to loosen from” or “to separate.”  
6. Explain that just as they worked to separate the items in their tangled pile, we sometimes 

become tangled up in sin and need to be loosed or separated from sin by Jesus' 
forgiveness.  

7. Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus helps a woman become untangled from sin. 
8. Read aloud Luke 7:36—8:3.  
9. Ask: What does Jesus say to the woman near the end of the story? (Your sins are 

forgiven.) Jesus gives the woman absolution— forgives her sins—and helps her 
love again. In the same way, Jesus can help us get untangled from sin. All we have 
to do is accept the forgiveness that he offers us.  

10. Conclude by praying together the Act of Contrition, emphasizing how this prayer helps us 
to prepare to receive absolution—forgiveness of sins. 

Act of Contrition 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
 
 

Catechetical sessions close for mid-year break as many families go away during these 
school holidays.  Parishes may implement a holiday club, whereby children are involved 
in faith sharing, crafts (e.g. making rosaries) or outreach.  

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-contrition.htm
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Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 

First Reading 
Genesis 18:1-10a 
Abraham entertains three strangers and is promised a son. 

Psalm 
Psalm 15:2-5 
Those who do justice will live in the presence of the Lord. 

Second Reading 
Colossians 1:24-28 
The mystery hidden from ages past has now been revealed in Christ. 

Gospel 
Luke 10:38-42 
Jesus visits the house of Martha and Mary. 

Background on the Gospel 
 
The story of Jesus in the home of Martha and Mary complements the story of the Good 
Samaritan, which immediately precedes it in Luke's Gospel. Both stories are unique to Luke. The 
story of the Samaritan opens with the words “a certain man.” Today's reading opens with the 
words “a certain woman.” The Samaritan is an example of how a disciple should see and act. 
Mary is an example of how a disciple should listen. Mary, a woman, is a marginalized person in 
society, like the Samaritan. Both do what is not expected of them. As a woman, Mary would be 
expected, like Martha, to prepare hospitality for a guest. Here again Jesus breaks with the social 
conventions of his time. Just as a Samaritan would not be a model for neighborliness, so a 
woman would not sit with the men around the feet of a teacher. 
 
Both stories exemplify how a disciple is to fulfill the dual command which begins chapter 10—
love of God (Mary) and love of neighbor (the Samaritan). These are the two essentials of life in 
the kingdom. By using the examples of a Samaritan and a woman, however, Jesus is saying 
something more. Social codes and boundaries were strict in Jesus' time. Yet to love God with all 
one's heart and one's neighbor requires breaking those rules. The Kingdom of God is a society 
without distinctions and boundaries between its members. It is a society that requires times for 
seeing and doing and also times for listening and learning at the feet of a teacher. 
 
Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1878: All men are called to the same end: God himself. There is a certain 

resemblance between the unity of the divine persons and the fraternity that 
men are to establish among themselves in truth and love. Love of neighbor 
is inseparable from love for God. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Children at this age often play games that result in some participants being excluded. They 
understand that being excluded is not fun. Playing a game of musical chairs to illustrate this point 
is an effective way to introduce the idea that Jesus does not exclude anyone from being his 
disciple. 
 
Materials Needed  
 
 CD player   
 Music CD   
 Chairs (one less than the number of participants) 
 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/genesis/genesis18.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm15.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/colossians/colossians1.htm#v24
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke10.htm#v38
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Invite the children to play a game of musical chairs.  
2. Be sure that you have one less chair than the number of participants.  
3. Play the game until one person is left standing.  
4. When the game is over, say: Playing musical chairs sounds like fun, but the point of 

the game is to leave someone out. It's not fun to be left out.  
5. Tell the children that sometimes we hurt other people by leaving them out, not letting 

them be our friends or spend time with us. Say: In Jesus' time, some people were left 
out. Last week we heard about people called Samaritans who were excluded. 
Another group of people who were often left out were women. They were treated 
like property, and they were expected raise children and take care of the house. In 
this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus shows us that when it comes to following him, no one 
should be left out.  

6. Read aloud Luke 10:38-42.  
7. Ask: Why was Martha upset with her sister, Mary? (She thought Mary should be 

helping with the household chores.)  
8. Say: Martha was used to being left out and didn't think that her sister should be 

included as a disciple of Jesus but should help her with the housework. Jesus 
defends Mary, showing us that no one is to be left out from becoming his follower.  

9. Explain that sometimes we hurt others by leaving them out of games. Say: As followers 
of Jesus, we are called to be like him and to make sure that no one is left out.  

10. Invite the children to pray silently, asking the Holy Spirit to help them recognize the times 
they have left others out and for the grace to include them in the future. 
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Genesis 18:20-32 
Abraham pleads with God to save the innocent people of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 138:1-3,6-8 
Lord, on the day I cried for help, you answered me. 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians 2:12-14 
You were buried with Christ in Baptism and also raised with him. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 11:1-13 
Jesus teaches the disciples about prayer. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Luke gives more attention to Jesus' teachings on prayer than any other Gospel writer. He also 
mentions Jesus at prayer more than the others. In today's reading, from the beginning of Chapter 
11 of his Gospel, Luke presents the core of Jesus' teaching on prayer. It consists of Jesus 
teaching a prayer to his disciples, a parable on the persistent neighbor, and assurances that God 
hears our prayers. 
 
The disciples notice Jesus praying “in a certain place.” They ask him to teach them to pray just 
as John the Baptist had taught his disciples. Jesus teaches them a simple version of the most 
famous Christian prayer, the Our Father, or the Lord's Prayer. Matthew's version shows signs of 
being shaped by public prayer. Luke's version is probably closer to the original form that Jesus 
taught. Stripped of much of the language we are used to, Luke's version seems simple and 
direct. We pray that God's name will be recognized as holy and that his rule over all will be 
established. This is followed by petitions for our needs for bread, for forgiveness, and for 
deliverance. Luke uses the more theological language of “sins” rather than “debts,” which is used 
in Matthew's version. 
 
Having taught his disciples a simple, daily prayer, Jesus goes on to reassure them that God 
answers prayers. First he tells a parable about a persistent neighbor who asks a friend for bread 
at midnight. The friend is already in bed and has no desire to disturb his family by opening the 
door. But because the neighbor is persistent, the sleeping man gets up and gives him all that he 
needs. If a neighbor is willing to help us if we are persistent enough, how could God not respond 
to our requests?  
 
This teaching concludes with the reminder that if we seek, we will get a response. If a human 
father, with all his faults, knows how to give good gifts to his children, how much more will our 
heavenly Father give us? Instead of good gifts, however, Luke substitutes the word Holy Spirit. 
This foreshadows the gift of the Holy Spirit, who is central to Luke's theology and who will play an 
important role in the growth of the early Church after Pentecost.  
 
The parable and the concluding teaching in this section should not lead us to think of prayer as a 
series of requests presented to God. Rather, as Jesus teaches in his model prayer, prayer 
consists in recognizing God's holiness and his rule over all things.  

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2799:  The Lord's Prayer brings us into communion with the Father and with his 

Son, Jesus Christ. At the same time it reveals us to ourselves  
  
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/genesis/genesis18.htm#v20
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm138.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/colossians/colossians2.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke11.htm
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Making the Connection 
 
Children at this age are capable of memorizing simple prayers. They may already have done so 
with the Lord's Prayer. Use this opportunity to reinforce this learning and to encourage the 
children who haven't yet memorized the Lord's Prayer to do so. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 List of words on the board (see below) 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Write the following words on the board: babba (Arabic), otac (Croatian), banketi 
(German), abba (Hebrew), apa (Hungarian), athair (Irish), otosan (Japanese), babbas 
(Greek), tata (Polish)  

2. Ask the children to look at these words as you pronounce them aloud.  
3. Say: These words are in different languages but they mean the same thing. Does 

anyone know what these words mean? (father)  
4. Ask the children to say some of the words that we use in English to address our fathers. 

(dada, dad, daddy, papa, pa)  
5. If there are children in the group who speak languages other than English, invite them to 

share how they address their fathers in their native tongues.  
6. Say: Jesus called God Father the way we might say Dad. Jesus wanted us to know 

that God is our Father too. He loves us and wants us to be happy. When Jesus 
taught the apostles how to pray, he taught them the words that we know today as 
the Our Father.  

7. Read aloud Luke 11:1-13.  
8. Ask: Why does Jesus want us to call God “Father?” (so that we know he loves us and 

cares for us)  
9. Explain: The Lord's Prayer is one of the first prayers we learn as children so that we 

always know that God loves us, cares for us, and wants us to be happy. Let's 
finish today by praying the Lord's Prayer.  

10. Conclude by praying together the Lord's Prayer. 
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 
Vanity of vanities! All things are vanity! 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 95:1-2,6-9 
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians 3:1-5,9-11 
There is neither Greek nor Jew, but Christ is all in all. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 12:13-21 
A person's life does not consist of possessions. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In Chapter 12 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus instructs his disciples and the crowd on how to be ready 
for the coming judgment. A crowd of many thousands has gathered to hear Jesus. At first he 
speaks only to the disciples, reminding them that it is not persecution they should fear but the 
judgment that is coming for all who do not acknowledge the Son of Man. Suddenly a man in the 
crowd shouts out to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” He seems 
to have grown tired of Jesus speaking only to the disciples. Jesus offers the man no help. 
Instead he uses the question to teach what, in light of the coming judgment, life really consist of.  
 
Jesus tells the crowd a parable. A rich man's lands have yielded more crops than expected. His 
response is not to consider how he might share all the extra food with others but to wonder how 
he can possibly store it all. He has what he thinks is a brilliant idea: to tear down his present 
barns and build larger ones. Then he will have many things stored up for years of eating, 
drinking, and making merry. 
 
“You fool” is God's response to this man because that very night his life will be taken away. To 
whom will everything belong then, God asks. The rich man's world is small, just him and his 
possessions, and now he learns that he is to lose his life. What good are his possessions now? 
Jesus states the moral of the story. This is how it will be for everyone who stores up treasure for 
himself or herself but is not rich in what matters to God. 
 
Centuries later St. Gregory the Great taught that when we care for the needs of the poor, we are 
giving them what is theirs, not ours. We are not just performing works of mercy; we are paying a 
debt of justice. Life does not consist in possessions but in sharing what we possess with others. 
The goods of the earth have been given to everyone. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2551:  "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Mt 6:21). 
 
Making the Connection 
 
Children at this age are beginning to develop a sense of right and wrong and are beginning to 
form consciences. This Sunday's Gospel and the building-block activity below serve to further 
form their consciences in terms of how we are called to share the goods of creation. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 30 building blocks 
 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/ecclesiastes/ecclesiastes1.htm#v2
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/ecclesiastes/ecclesiastes2.htm#v21
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm95.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/colossians/colossians3.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke12.htm#v13
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Divide the children into three groups.  
2. Explain that you will give each group blocks with which they can build whatever they like.  
3. Give the first group 15 blocks, the next group 12 blocks, and the last group 3 blocks.  
4. Invite the children to begin building.  
5. The children may ask why the groups have different numbers of blocks.  
6. The group with only three blocks may say they can't build much with only three blocks.  
7. Ask: What can we do so that we can all build something? (The groups with more 

blocks can share.)  
8. Tell the children that if the group with 15 blocks gives 5 blocks to the group that has 3 

blocks, and the group that has 12 blocks gives them 2, then every group will have 10 
blocks.  

9. After the blocks are shared, say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells a story about a 
man who did not share.  

10. Read aloud Luke 12:13-21.  
11. Say: The rich man in the story does not seem like a bad man; in fact, he seems like 

a smart businessman. Jesus, however, points out that what his man did wrong 
was that he thought only about himself and his own comfort and security. When 
we fail to think about the needs of others, we call that a sin of omission. Each time 
we go to Mass, we ask forgiveness for what we have done and for what we have 
failed to do. We call this prayer the Confiteor. Let's end our time by praying this 
prayer together.  

12. Pray aloud the Confiteor (“I confess to almighty God…”). 
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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Wisdom 18:6-9 
The Hebrew people awaited the salvation of the just. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 33:1,12,18-22 
Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19 
We will look for the city designed and built by God. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 12:32-48 
You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Jesus' instructions on how to be ready for the coming judgment continue in the stories and 
sayings found in today's Gospel. We are not to be like the greedy rich man in last Sunday's 
Gospel who planned to store his great harvest in barns rather than share it. We are, rather, to 
share our wealth with those in need. The antidote for the anxiety brought on by the coming 
judgment is to relinquish our possessions and provide for the needs of others. Our treasure will 
be in heaven where it will not wear out or be destroyed. 
 
The other major way to be ready for the coming judgment is to be watchful. In Luke's Gospel, 
Jesus tells a parable about watchfulness to begin making this point. We must be like servants 
waiting for the master's return from a wedding banquet, which, even now, can last for a few days 
in the Middle East. We must be watchful so that even if the master comes after midnight, we will 
be ready for him. This is what the coming of the Son of Man will be like. 
 
Peter asks if this parable is meant for the apostles or for the large crowd that has gathered to 
listen to Jesus. Without answering Peter's question, Jesus responds with another parable about 
servants awaiting the return of their master. It begins with a question: “Who, then, is the faithful 
and prudent steward whom the master will put in charge of his servants to distribute the food 
allowance at the proper time?” This parable adds to the theme of watchfulness; it explains how to 
wait and reminds us of the reward for the faithful follower at the heavenly banquet after the 
judgment. If it is addressed to the apostles, then it could also be addressed to leadership in the 
early Church. Either way, the parables reminds us that we should be found doing our jobs when 
the master arrives. If we are doing our jobs, our reward will be great. But if we relax, neglect our 
duties, and begin to act like the greedy rich man—eating, drinking, and making merry—we will 
not have a place in the kingdom. Watchfulness means living in such a consistently moral and 
obedient way that we are always ready to give an account to God of how we have lived. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2612: In Jesus "the Kingdom of God is at hand." He calls his hearers to 

conversion and faith, but also to watchfulness. In prayer the disciple keeps 
watch, attentive to Him Who Is and Him Who Comes, in memory of his first 
coming in the lowliness of the flesh, and in the hope of his second coming 
in glory. In communion with their Master, the disciples' prayer is a battle; 
only by keeping watch in prayer can one avoid falling into temptation. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Children at this age judge the goodness of an act based on reward and punishment. In the 
Parable of the Vigilant and Faithful Servants, the issue is whether the servants will be punished 
or rewarded by the master based on their vigilance. 
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Materials Needed  
 

 Paper and pens/pencils 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Arrange the children in groups of three or four and have them brainstorm a list of jobs 
that grownups have.  

2. After a few minutes, invite each group to report its list to the entire group.  
3. Pick one of the jobs and ask: What would happen if this person fell asleep on the 

job? (His or her boss would be unhappy, the person might get fired, or a problem or even 
a disaster might occur.)  

4. Say: It's important for people to be alert when they are doing their jobs. In this 
Sunday's Gospel, Jesus talks to us about being alert and doing our job. Let's 
listen.  

5. Read aloud Luke 12:32-48.  
6. Ask: How will the master feel when he comes home and finds his servant doing his 

job? (The master will be very pleased with the servant.)  
7. Ask: Jesus wants us to be alert and to be doing our job. What is our job as 

disciples (followers) of Jesus? (to love others, to serve others, to take care of the 
needs of others, and so on)  

8. Say: If a worker gets lazy at his or her job, the worker's boss will not be happy. 
Jesus is telling us in this Sunday's Gospel that we have a job to do and that we 
should not get lazy or sloppy about our work as his disciples. Let's pray that we 
will always be alert, making sure that we are doing our job as Christians and not 
getting lazy about our responsibility to love and serve others.  

9. Conclude by praying aloud the Our Father. 
 

This Sunday precedes the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The Catechist should 
incorporate some discussion or even prepare some Faithwork for the children to do at 
home with their families.  
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Jeremiah 38:4-6,8-10  
Jeremiah is punished for criticizing the wealthy for their corruption and their injustice to the poor. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 40:2-4,18 
A prayer for God's help 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 12:1-4 
Let us persevere in running the race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 12:49-53 
Jesus has come not only to bring peace but also division. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Having reminded the apostles and the crowd that facing the coming judgment takes patience, 
Jesus now goes on to speak of how difficult it will be to wait. He tells them that he has come to 
set the earth on fire. Recall that in chapter 3 of Luke's Gospel, John the Baptist tells the crowd 
that he is baptizing with water, but someone mightier is coming who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. The fire Jesus speaks of here is the distress caused by the coming judgment. It is 
also the fire of the Spirit that Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, will describe descending on the 
disciples on Pentecost. That fire will strengthen them to go out to the whole world to preach the 
good news of Jesus' Resurrection. 
 
Jesus will be the first to experience the distress of the coming judgment. His baptism will be the 
conflict into which he will be immersed as he approaches Jerusalem and his death on the cross. 
His followers will not be spared that distress. The angels at Jesus' birth proclaimed peace on 
earth, and Simeon, holding the baby Jesus in the Temple, said to God: “Master, now you may let 
your servant go in peace.” Here Jesus tells the crowd not to think he has come to bring peace; 
he has come to bring division. Simeon said as much when he turned to Mary and said that the 
child was destined for the rise and fall of many and to be a sign that will be contradicted. Peace 
is the ultimate end of the Kingdom of God, but peace has a price. Jesus is warning the crowd 
that wherever the Word of God is heard and acted upon, division occurs. Fathers will be divided 
against sons and mothers against daughters.  
 
The coming judgment forces us to look at the implications of our commitments. As Jesus warned 
in last Sunday's Gospel, a commitment of faith requires us to change our attitude toward material 
possessions and to take even more seriously our moral responsibilities. Here he reminds the 
crowd that those who commit to him will find it affects the way they relate to friends and family 
members. The angel who announced the birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah said John would 
go before Jesus to turn the hearts of fathers toward their children. But a commitment to Jesus 
forces us to change the way we live our lives, and this can put strains on relationships. 
 
We don't expect to hear such difficult words from Jesus in the Gospel. But it is good to be 
reminded once in a while that the decision to do the right thing, the good thing, is not always 
easy and without conflict. Jesus himself did not make easy decisions and avoid conflict. In 
today's reading, he reminds his followers to be prepared for difficult decisions and conflict as 
well. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC: 1474  The Christian who seeks to purify himself of his sin and to become holy 

with the help of God's grace is not alone. "The life of each of God's children 
is joined in Christ and through Christ in a wonderful way to the life of all the 
other Christian brethren in the supernatural unity of the Mystical Body of 
Christ, as in a single mystical person." 
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Making the Connection 
 
Children at this age consider it extremely important to be a part of a group (usually of the same 
gender). Use this Sunday's Gospel as an opportunity to talk about doing the right thing even if it 
means going against the crowd. 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Write popular on the board and ask the children to explain what this word means. (liked 
by many)  

2. Ask the children to brainstorm the names of people and things that are popular right now 
in various categories such as movies, TV shows, music, sports, and entertainment. 
(Answers will vary.)  

3. Tell the children that we usually want to be popular with our friends, meaning that we 
want them to like us. Say: In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus is telling us that living as 
one of his followers does not always make us popular.  

4. Read aloud Luke 12:49-53  
5. Ask a volunteer to come forward and to divide a sheet of paper (tear it in half). Say: To 

divide something is to separate it into pieces. In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells 
us that when we follow him, some of our relationships might become divided. 
Sometimes, when we want to do the right thing, others might not understand us. 
Our decision might not be popular, and our relationship might become divided.  

6. Give an example such as making a decision not to let a friend copy your homework. Ask 
if the children can think of other decisions that might be unpopular.  

7. Tell the children that we need courage to make decisions to follow Jesus that might be 
unpopular with others. Say: Courage is a gift that the Holy Spirit brings to us. Let's 
pray for this gift of the Holy Spirit.  

8. Lead a spontaneous prayer asking the Holy Spirit to fill us with courage. 
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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 

The last Sunday in August is Bible Sunday.  The Catechist is encouraged to highlight the 
Word of God and incorporate this celebration in this week’s session. 

 
First Reading 
Isaiah 66:18-21 
Nations of every language shall come to see my glory. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 117:1-2 
Praise the Lord, all you nations. 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 12:5-7,11-13 
Whom the Lord loves, he disciplines. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 13:22-30 
People will come from north and south, east and west, and take their place in the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Today's Gospel reading is the third of three parables in chapter 13 that deal with the theme of the 
unexpected reversals brought by the Kingdom of God. The other two parables are about the tiny 
mustard seed that grows into a large tree and the small amount of yeast that makes a large 
batch of dough rise. All three are about the few and the many and the Kingdom of God. 
 
As this parable opens, Luke reminds us that Jesus is making his way to Jerusalem. This journey, 
this exodus as Luke refers to it, makes up the entire middle of the Gospel. He is teaching as he 
goes. A question from the crowd gives Jesus the chance to make a prophetic statement. Luke 
uses this question device a number of times in his Gospel. A few weeks ago, the question “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” led to the parable of the Good Samaritan. The question about 
will only a few be saved uses typical Christian language about salvation but also expresses the 
Jewish concern about whether everyone who calls himself a Jew is actually faithful to the 
covenant. This was a concern of the Pharisees.  
 
Jesus answers that they must strive in the time remaining to enter through the narrow door 
because many will be trying to get in but won't be strong enough. He then moves to a parable 
about another door. (The translation says “gate” then “door,” but the same Greek word is used.) 
Once all those entering the master's house are in and he locks the door, there will be no way for 
others to get in. Those left outside may knock, but the master will say he doesn't know them. 
Unlike the Gospel reading from a few weeks ago where Jesus was teaching about prayer, and 
we were told to knock and the door would be opened, in this parable, the master will not open 
and say he does not know us. People from the north, south, east, and west will take our place 
inside. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets will take our place in the Kingdom of God. 
Those who do not make it through the narrow door will be cast out to where there is wailing and 
grinding of teeth. 
 
The image of the door is replaced in the final verses of the parable with the image of the 
heavenly banquet. Two passages from the Book of Isaiah influence the conclusion. Isaiah 43:5-6 
speaks of God bringing Israel's descendents back from the east and from the west, the north and 
the south. And Isaiah 25:6 speaks of the Lord providing a feast of rich foods and choice wines for 
all peoples on his holy mountain. The answer to the question if only a few will be saved is no. In 
the end, many will be saved, but many who thought they would be saved will not be saved. The 
parable is a prophetic warning to repentance in order to enter the kingdom.  
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Doctrinal Content: 

CCC 546: Jesus' invitation to enter his kingdom comes in the form of parables, a 
characteristic feature of his teaching. Through his parables he invites 
people to the feast of the kingdom, but he also asks for a radical choice: to 
gain the kingdom, one must give everything. Words are not enough, deeds 
are required. The parables are like mirrors for man: will he be hard soil or 
good earth for the word? What use has he made of the talents he has 
received? Jesus and the presence of the kingdom in this world are secretly 
at the heart of the parables. One must enter the kingdom, that is, become a 
disciple of Christ, in order to "know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven". 
For those who stay "outside", everything remains enigmatic. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Jesus told a parable to show the people that now is the time to consider the way to heaven. If 
they put themselves first now, they will be last to enter the kingdom. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Two different colored pieces of paper, 3 inches by 8 inches and 2 inches by 4 inches  
 A pencil 

 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Show the children two different colored pieces of paper.  
2. Say: Jesus told the people that in order to enjoy heaven some day, they must put 

others' needs before their own needs. Sometimes we think the way to be 
successful is to push ahead of others so we will be first and they will be last.  

3. Place the large paper on top of the smaller one. Roll the two pieces of paper onto a 
pencil as you talk.  

4. But Jesus said that the one who is on top now will be on the bottom later.  
5. Unroll the papers to show how the papers changed places.  
6. Listen to the Gospel story Jesus told the people.  
7. Read aloud Luke 13:22-30.  
8. Repeat the last line of the Gospel: “For behold, some are last who will be first, and some 

are first who will be last.” Say: In most games that we play, the way to win is to be 
first. To be first, we usually have to think only about ourselves. Jesus teaches us 
that it is more important to think of others. He teaches us that, to be first in his 
eyes, we have to think of ourselves last and put others first. That means that we 
have to be aware of the needs of others. Let's conclude by praying for the needs of 
others.  

9. Invite the children to mention the needs of family members or friends or of the world in 
general.  

10. Conclude by praying aloud a Hail Mary, asking Mary to pray for all of our needs. 
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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Sirach 3:17-18,20,28-29 
Humble yourself and you will find favor with God 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 68:4-7,10-11 
The just rejoice and exult before God. 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 12:18-19,22-24 
You have approached Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 14:1,7-14 
When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Meals played an important role in the society in which Jesus lived. More than a time for sharing 
nourishment, they were a time to share ideas and to model different aspects of social 
relationships. In Luke's Gospel, the places that a person ate (at the home of a tax collector, 
5:29), the people with whom a person ate (sinners, 5:30), whether a person washed before 
eating (11:38), and, as is the case here, the place that a person sits while eating are all 
important. The narrator says Jesus tells a parable, but it is really wise advice to both guests and 
hosts about finding true happiness at the heavenly banquet. 
 
Jesus warns guests to wait before taking their places at the table lest they be asked to move if 
someone more important arrives. This is more than just a lesson about dinner etiquette. It is 
advice on how to find your true place in the Kingdom of God. Jesus advises hosts not to invite 
people who would be expected to repay them to dinner but to invite those who could not repay: 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. This is where real blessings can be found. 
 
In these sayings, Luke gives us not only advice on how to approach the end times but also on 
how to live according to Jesus' vision of a good society. Luke's Gospel also advises us how the 
Church must be part of bringing about this society. It is yet another example in Luke's Gospel of 
the reversal the kingdom brings about. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 544:  The kingdom belongs to the poor and lowly, which means those who have 

accepted it with humble hearts. Jesus is sent to "preach good news to the 
poor"; he declares them blessed, for "theirs is the kingdom of heaven." To 
them - the "little ones" the Father is pleased to reveal what remains hidden 
from the wise and the learned. Jesus shares the life of the poor, from the 
cradle to the cross; he experiences hunger, thirst and privation. Jesus 
identifies himself with the poor of every kind and makes active love toward 
them the condition for entering his kingdom. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Jesus instructed the people to care for the poor and expect no payment from the poor in return. 
God will reward those who do so for their goodness. He said to humble ourselves instead of 
putting ourselves above others. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 A matchbox   
 Two pennies 
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Bring a matchbox and two pennies to class.  
2. Before the children arrive, open the matchbox and hide one penny between the lid and 

the upper edge of the inside box.  
3. Say: There are many people who are in need of our help. Some need food, some 

need clothing, some need jobs, and some need money to buy things until they can 
find a job. Jesus tells us in the Gospel this week that we should give to the poor all 
that we can—even though they can't pay us back.  

4. Place a penny into the matchbox and close the box.  
5. Read aloud Luke 14:1,7-14.  
6. Say: In this Gospel, Jesus tells us to give to others even though they cannot pay 

us back, but he promises that God will see what we do and will reward us.  
7. Open the matchbox to reveal two pennies instead of just one.  
8. Ask: What kind of reward do we receive for giving to others? (a sense of happiness 

for doing the right thing, a closer relationship with God, eternal life with God)  
9. Say: We usually think of being rich as meaning that you have a lot of money. Jesus 

teaches us, however, that we can find reward in a very different way by being rich 
in grace—God's life in us.  

10. Tell the children that when we pray the Our Father and ask for “our daily bread,” we are 
asking for all that we need in order to be rich in God's eyes.  

11. Conclude by praying aloud the Our Father. 
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Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Wisdom 9:13-18b 
Knowledge alone has limits. We also need wisdom to understand the ways of God. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 90:3-4,5-6,12-13,14-17 
God's power has no boundaries; it is not limited by space and time. 
 
Second Reading 
Philemon 9-10, 12-17 
Paul encourages one of his converts to consider his former slave a brother in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 14:25-33 
Jesus teaches about the demands of discipleship. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In chapter 14 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus is speaking to people gathered at the table about the 
difficulties of following him. This group of people is suspicious about Jesus, looking to catch him 
doing something wrong. Jesus speaks to them in parables, emphasizing that although there is a 
right way to be a disciple and enter into the kingdom of his Father, it is a difficult path to follow. 
Many, even some of the guests at the table, reject the invitation. So Jesus turns to the crowds 
and speaks to them of discipleship. Jesus explains that, when it comes to making a choice for 
the Kingdom of God, nothing can get in the way. When Jesus describes “hating” one's father and 
mother, he is not talking about feelings. Rather, he is emphasizing very strongly that choosing to 
be a disciple means that everything else—family, money, your own life—must come second. In 
Matthew's version of this story (Matthew 10:37), Jesus refers not to “hating” father or mother, but 
to loving them more than Jesus. Jesus makes it very clear that being a disciple is not easy. It 
means to bear one's own cross. These difficult sayings of Jesus are followed by two brief 
parables (a person constructing a tower and a king marching into battle) that make an obvious 
point—don't start what you cannot finish. Discipleship is difficult and is something we can commit 
to only if we are prepared to put the Kingdom of God before everything else. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2029: “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

 cross and follow me" (Mt 16:24). 
 
Making the Connection 
 
Children at this age love structure and are beginning to use logic. They like to arrange things 
such as building blocks, train cars, and puzzle pieces in order. Jesus told his followers that to be 
his disciples, his followers must put Jesus first. Emphasize to the children that in the structure 
and order of their lives, Jesus must be put first. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Four slices of bread   

 A jar of peanut butter  
 A jar of jam   
 Two butter knives 

 
Note: The following preparation calls for the use of peanut butter. Before proceeding make sure 
none of the children have allergies to peanuts or peanut products. 
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Bring four slices of bread, peanut butter, jelly, and two butter knives. Ask for two 
volunteers to make a snack for the group.  

2. Give these directions to the first volunteer: cut a slice of bread into four pieces, spread 
jelly on each, then spread peanut butter on top of the jelly. Cut a second piece of bread 
into four pieces and cover the first four pieces with these plain pieces.  

3. To the second volunteer give these directions: spread peanut butter on a slice of bread, 
then spread jelly on top of the peanut butter, cover with another piece of bread, then slice 
it into four sections.  

4. Ask: Who had the easier chore? (The second volunteer) Say: If we don't put first 
things first, we make things much more difficult. In the Gospel this week, Jesus 
said we must put him first or we will never be happy.  

5. Read the following section of this Sunday's Gospel: Luke 14:28-32.  
6. Ask the following: Jesus is giving us two examples in the Gospel of what it means to 

put first things first. What are the two examples? (a person building a tower; a king 
marching into battle) What does the person building a tower need to think of first? 
(how much money he has) What does the king going into battle need to think of 
first? (how big his army is) What does Jesus want us to put first in our lives? (God) 
What does it mean to put God first in our lives? (to love him, to love others, to go to 
Church, pray, and so on)  

7. Invite the children to make a sign that says God is #1 and to decorate it if time allows.  
8. End by praying the Our Father or by praying the psalm for this Sunday (see above). 
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Exodus 32:7-11,13-14 
Moses stands up to God, recalling all of God's great promises. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 51:3-4,12-13,17,19 
Once we are forgiven, we can hope for a new heart and a fresh start. 
 
Second Reading 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Paul proves it's never too late to repent and serve God. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 15:1-32 
Jesus responds to those who criticize him for keeping company with the unworthy. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In chapter 15 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus tells three parables about losing, finding, and rejoicing. 
The outcasts of society, the taxpayers, and the sinners approach Jesus eager to hear what he 
has to say. In Luke's Gospel, hearing is a sign of conversion. The Pharisees and scribes, still 
suspicious of Jesus, complain about him associating with sinners. So he tells them these three 
parables. 
 
In the first story, the parable of The Lost Sheep, the shepherd leaves behind the 99 sheep to 
search for the 1 lost sheep. When he finds it, the shepherd rejoices not alone as in Matthew's 
version, but with friends and neighbors. In the same way, God rejoices more over 1 sinner who 
repents—like the outcasts who have come to hear Jesus—than over the 99 righteous like the 
Pharisees and scribes.  
 
The second story, about a poor woman who will not stop searching until she finds her lost coin, 
makes the same point. Why are the Pharisees complaining? They should rejoice when the lost 
are found. 
 
Finally we come to what is probably the most memorable parable in the Gospels, the story we 
know as The Prodigal Son. Just as in The Lost Sheep and The Lost Coin, this story (found only 
in Luke) is really about the seeker. The loving father is at the center of this parable. Even though 
his son runs off with his father's inheritance and squanders the money, the father waits for him, 
hoping for his return. Upon his son's return, the father, “full of compassion,” runs out to embrace 
and forgive him before the son can utter one word of repentance. At this point the rejoicing 
begins. 
 
The parable does not end there. Rather, it makes one more point about the older son's reaction. 
This son, who never left, just like the Pharisees and scribes who feel they are righteous, refuses 
to enter his father's house to join in the rejoicing. He has served his father. He has obeyed him. 
Perhaps it was not out of love. The father's response teaches us that God's care and 
compassion extend to the righteous and sinner alike. When we are lost, God doesn't wait for our 
return. He actively seeks us out. And when the lost are found, how could we not celebrate and 
rejoice? 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1465:  When he celebrates the sacrament of Penance, the priest is fulfilling the 

ministry of the Good Shepherd who seeks the lost sheep, of the Good 
Samaritan who binds up wounds, of the Father who awaits the prodigal son 
and welcomes him on his return, and of the just and impartial judge whose 
judgment is both just and merciful. The priest is the sign and the 
instrument of God's merciful love for the sinner. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus32.htm#v7
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm51.htm#v3
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1timothy/1timothy1.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke15.htm


Page | 71  

 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Children at this age are afraid of getting lost. They like to stay close to their parents. They are 
also afraid that their parents or other important figures in their lives will stop loving them if they do 
something wrong. In the parable of The Prodigal Son, Jesus assures us that God our Father will 
always love and forgive us. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Plastic sandwich bag   
 A glass  
 A rubber band   
 Pretzels 

 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Before class put a plastic sandwich bag into a clear glass. Smooth it out along the sides 
pressing out air between the glass and the bag, thus creating a vacuum.  

2. Put the edge of the bag over the top of the glass and place a rubber band tightly around 
the top of the glass to hold it in place and to keep the vacuum intact.  

3. Next, put some pretzels in the glass and keep some aside for later.  
4. Start the Gospel presentation by telling the beginning of the story of The Prodigal Son in 

your own words. As you elaborate on how the son squandered all his inheritance, give 
the children pretzels from the glass until the glass is empty. Then say: When the son 
had nothing left, he realized what a mistake he had made and he wished he could 
go back home. He was embarrassed. He thought his father would not forgive him. 
But, there was something he hadn't used up—something he couldn't see—
something that still held him close to his father.  

5. Reach into the glass and attempt to pull the bottom of the bag out. Show the children 
how, because of the vacuum, the plastic is stuck to the glass. Say: Even though this 
bag is empty, something is holding it close to the glass so that I can't remove it. In 
the same way, even when we sin and think that we have lost God's love by 
wandering far away from him, God's love will always hold us close. God will 
always love and forgive us, if we are sorry.  

6. Read the story of The Prodigal Son out loud (Luke 15:11-24).  
7. Ask: What did the younger son do that was hurtful to his father? (He asked for his 

share of the father's money and then wasted it.) What did the son decide to do? (return 
to his father, say he is sorry, and ask to be treated as a servant) What was the father 
doing while the son was away? (looking for him) What did the father do when the 
son returned? (ran to greet him, hugged him, put a robe, ring, and sandals on him, 
threw a party)  

8. Ask: Are you surprised by the reaction of the father in the story? (Accept all 
reasonable answers.) Say: Most of us would expect to be punished upon returning. 
But Jesus is telling us that God is not waiting to punish us when we do wrong; he 
is waiting to forgive us if we are truly sorry. His love always holds us close.  

9. Invite the children to draw a picture of the young son returning to his father's house, and 
the father running out to greet him.  

10. End by praying the Our Father or by praying the psalm for this Sunday (see above). 
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Amos 8:4-7 
Unfair business practices and injustice to the poor will be judged by God. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 113: 1-2,4-6,7-8 
Praise be to God, who raises up the poor. 
 
Second Reading 
1 Timothy 2:1-8 
Paul tells Timothy that prayer for those in authority is pleasing to God because God wills the 
salvation of all. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 16:1-13 (shorter form, Luke 16:10-13) 
Jesus tells a parable about a dishonest steward who is commended for his prudence; one cannot 
serve both God and money. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Today's Gospel sounds puzzling to contemporary readers, but it can be made less so by 
considering the economic system which stands behind the parable. A steward is dismissed 
because he is squandering his master's property. He is called dishonest because he is not 
serving the interests of the rich man, his employer. In response the steward, in an attempt to 
ensure favor for himself among the rich man's debtors, brokers repayment of the rich man's 
loans by foregoing the interest and fees that had been levied to line the steward's pockets. It is 
this action, in which the steward puts aside his greed and takes the longer perspective in order to 
enhance his security, which is commended by the rich man. 
 
The passage concludes with three morals for the listeners. The first exhorts the listener to be 
prudent about the use of wealth. Like the steward in the parable, those who would follow Jesus 
must put transitory affairs in proper perspective. Christians should handle the affairs of temporal 
life with an eye toward eternal life. 
 
The second concerns trustworthiness. Those who can be trusted in small things can also be 
trusted in great things. If Christians handle money and other passing things responsibly, then 
they can also be trusted with the affairs of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Finally, Jesus tells his listeners that no one can serve two masters simultaneously. God must be 
put ahead of money. 
 
Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2848: "Lead us not into temptation" implies a decision of the heart: "For where 

your treasure is, there will your heart be also. . . . No one can serve two 
masters." "If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit." In this 
assent to the Holy Spirit the Father gives us strength. "No testing has 
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let 
you be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also 
provide the way of escape, so that you may be able to endure it." 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Children learn early of the value we place on money and its importance in our society. We teach 
constantly by our example: by how we conduct business at the grocery store, for what we choose 
to save our money, by our purchases and contributions. We can teach children about what we 
value most—God and our relationships with others—when we model honesty in our business 
transactions and when our use of money reflects our Gospel values, especially our concern for 
the poor. 
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Materials Needed  
 

 Sheets of round pricing stickers, one for each child 
 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Bring to class a sheet of round stickers for each child. Divide the class into groups of 
three and give each child a sheet of stickers. Give these instructions: At the signal, you 
are each to try to stick your stickers onto the clothing of your teammates while 
trying to avoid having stickers stuck on your own clothes. The game stops as soon 
as one person has used up all of his or her stickers.  

2. Ask: Did anyone succeed in giving away all of his or her stickers without getting 
any? (It is unlikely that anyone will.) Say: It is pretty difficult to give and not get at the 
same time. It would be much easier to give your stickers to others if you didn't 
have to be concerned about getting stickers put on you. Jesus said something like 
this about serving both God and money. Let's read together what Jesus said.  

3. Read the short form of today's Gospel, Luke 16:10-13. Pause when you have finished. 
Then read again the concluding verse, Luke 16:13.  

4. Ask the children to re-state what they heard Jesus teach in this Gospel. Be sure that they 
can identify the final verse about God and money. Ask the children what they think this 
concluding verse means. Reinforce answers that identify something like the following: 
Jesus told his friends that if they are going to give to God, they can't be concerned about 
getting a lot of money. It's impossible to do a good job of both at the same time.  

5. Ask the children to name some things that they can do to show that they know what 
Jesus means when he says we can not serve both God and money. As a class, make a 
list of ways in which we can use money to show that God and people are more important 
than having money.  

6. Conclude by praying the Our Father or Glory Be (prayers that show the importance of 
God in our lives), or by praying a portion of today's psalm (Example: Psalm 113:1-2). 
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Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Amos 6:1,4-7 
God will judge the complacency of the people and their leaders. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 146:7-10 
Happy are those who find solace in God, the help of the poor. 
 
Second Reading 
1 Timothy 6:11-16 
Paul exhorts Timothy to stay faithful to God in all things. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 16:19-31 
Jesus tells the parable of the reversal of fortunes between the rich man and the poor man, 
Lazarus. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
A major theme in the Gospel of Luke is the importance of the care of the poor in the life of 
discipleship. In the parable found in today's Gospel, Jesus contrasts the life of a rich man and the 
poor man, Lazarus, who lives in the shadow of the rich man and his wealth. Both die. Lazarus 
finds himself in heaven; the rich man in the netherworld. The rich man asks for assistance from 
Lazarus in his torment. But Abraham reminds the rich man of the good things he had in his life 
and describes the current situation as a reversal of fortunes. The rich man then asks that 
Lazarus be sent to warn his family, but this is denied with the reminder that Moses and the 
prophets have warned of judgment for those who neglect the care of the poor. 
 
In the context of Luke's Gospel, this parable, delivered in the presence of a crowd of listeners, is 
part of Jesus' response to some Pharisees. These Pharisees are described in Luke's Gospel as 
“loving money.” (Note: The Pharisees were followers of a sect of Judaism active before, during, 
and after Jesus' lifetime. They taught an oral interpretation of the Law of Moses as the basis for 
popular Jewish piety. They put less emphasis on Temple worship and more on applying the law 
to everyday life. Though they are often portrayed negatively in the Gospels, they shared many of 
Jesus' and the early Church's concerns about the law.) Jesus observed that the actions of some 
Pharisees betrayed misplaced priorities: they spoke one way, but acted in another. The story of 
the rich man and Lazarus demonstrates the importance of the care of the poor and is a reminder 
to those who would follow Jesus of the unimportance of wealth in the eyes of God. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1021:  Death puts an end to human life as the time open to either accepting or 

rejecting the divine grace manifested in Christ. The New Testament speaks 
of judgment primarily in its aspect of the final encounter with Christ in his 
second coming, but also repeatedly affirms that each will be rewarded 
immediately after death in accordance with his works and faith. The parable 
of the poor man and Lazarus and the words of Christ on the cross to the 
good thief, as well as other New Testament texts speak of a final destiny of 
the soul - a destiny which can be different for some and for others. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
The attentiveness of children of this age group to who has received the greater or lesser portion 
is sometimes comic. In addition to teaching the rewards of sharing, it is the challenge of those 
who work with these young people to help them learn that their self-worth is not determined by 
how much they possess. 
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Materials Needed  
 

 Jelly beans (or other soft candy) 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Bring enough jelly beans (or other soft candy) to give two to each child. Say to the 
children: I have ### jelly beans here. That's enough to give each of you one and 
have ### left over. Would one of you like the extra jelly beans? (Many hands will 
probably be raised at this point.)  

2. Say: There is one rule if you take the rest of the jelly beans— you cannot sit with 
the class and enjoy our company. Instead you must sit all alone for the rest of the 
class period. (Young children will usually not want to be singled out like this but, if 
someone chooses to, tell him or her maybe he or she should think about it and wait until 
after he or she hears what you are about to say.)  

3. Tell today's Gospel in your own words. Ask: What did the rich man do with his 
money? (He feasted every day.) What did the poor man, Lazarus, do? (He begged at 
the gate of the rich man.) What did Lazarus want from the rich man? (the scraps from 
the rich man's table) How could the rich man have helped Lazarus? (Accept all 
reasonable answers.)  

4. Say: Jesus wants us to know that those who have everything now and fail to share 
with those in need are like the rich man. Jesus wants us to care for the poor as 
God does. God does not love us more or less because we have few or many 
possessions. God loves us for who we are and wants us to share what we have 
with others.  

5. Help the children identify some ways they are called upon to share what they have with 
others. Discuss the importance of helping the poor. As a class, make of list of ways in 
which people show their care for the poor.  

6. Ask the child (or children) who wanted all of the jelly beans what Jesus might have 
suggested you do with the extra jelly beans. Accept all reasonable answers. Try to make 
a decision as a group about what to do with the remaining jelly beans, for example, pass 
out the remaining jelly beans so each child will get two, share the remainder with another 
class, and the like.  

7. Conclude by praying together the Our Father or a portion of today's psalm. (Example: 
Psalm 146:7-9) 
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Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
Respect Life Sunday 
 
First Reading 
Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4 
The patience of the just man shall be rewarded when he sees the vision fulfilled. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 95:1-2,6-7,8-9 
Sing joyfully to God, our salvation. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14 
Paul urges Timothy to remain strong in the Spirit of faith Timothy received. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 17:5-10 
Jesus teaches the apostles the importance of faith and service to God. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In today's Gospel we hear Jesus teach about faith and service to God. The context is a 
continuing dialogue between Jesus and his followers about what it means to be a disciple of 
Jesus. Jesus has just finished an instruction on sin and forgiveness. There are two related 
teachings that Jesus offers to his disciples when they cry out for an increase in faith. The first is 
the familiar reminder that faith, even just a little, will enable the followers of Jesus to do wondrous 
things. But this uplifting and inspiring teaching is quickly followed by the second teaching, a 
caution about knowing one's place in God's plans. The disciples of Jesus are to understand 
themselves as servants to God and his plans. Even when God works wonders through us, with 
our mustard seed-sized faith, we must not seek praise. Our participation in God's plans is God's 
grace to us—nothing more, nothing less. When we are graced enough to cooperate with God, 
the work we do is nothing more than our obligation to God as faithful stewards. And yet, our faith 
enables us to believe that what we have offered in service to God, as his servants, can be made 
to produce a hundredfold. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 158:  "Faith seeks understanding": it is intrinsic to faith that a believer desires to 

know better the One in whom he has put his faith, and to understand better 
what He has revealed; a more penetrating knowledge will in turn call forth a 
greater faith, increasingly set afire by love. The grace of faith opens "the 
eyes of your hearts" to a lively understanding of the contents of Revelation: 
that is, of the totality of God's plan and the mysteries of faith, of their 
connection with each other and with Christ, the center of the revealed 
mystery. "The same Holy Spirit constantly perfects faith by his gifts, so that 
Revelation may be more and more profoundly understood." In the words of 
St. Augustine, "I believe, in order to understand; and I understand, the 
better to believe." 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Children seem to know intuitively that even little things can make a big difference; for example, a 
simple kiss can heal a hurt. This is what it means to have faith the size of a mustard seed. We 
nurture this faith in our children when we help them to see how they contribute to the Kingdom of 
God in simple ways. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Apple seeds 
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Show the apple seeds. Say to the children: Do you see what I have here? Allow time for 
volunteers to guess.   When someone correctly identifies these as apple seeds, ask: If I 
plant these seeds and water them, what will happen? (They will grow into a tree.) 
Ask: How big might this tree grow? Isn't it amazing that these tiny seeds can 
produce a tree that can be almost as tall as a house? It's even more amazing that 
one tree that size can produce bushels of apples to feed lots of people. This 
reminds me of faith.  

2. Does anyone know what faith is? (Accept all reasonable answers.) Faith is believing 
something we cannot see. We can have a little bit of faith today, and it can grow 
and grow as we learn to love Jesus more. There were times in the Bible when 
Jesus cured sick people just because they had faith. That's called a miracle.  

3. Our Gospel this week tells us that having faith can help miracles happen. Listen as 
I read it to you. Read today's Gospel, Luke 17:5-10. Then ask: How do you think you 
get faith—even a tiny bit? Wait for the children's input, then say: The Holy Spirit will 
help us believe what we cannot see, and with the help of the Holy Spirit, God will 
do amazing things through us.  

4. Conclude with the Prayer to the Holy Spirit, or the Morning Prayer, or sing, "This Little 
Light of Mine." 

 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth.  
 
Lord,  
by the light of the Holy Spirit  
you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 
In the same Spirit  
help us to relish what is right  
and always rejoice in your consolation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Morning Prayer 
God, our Father, I offer you today 
 all that I think and do and say. 
 I offer it with what was done 
 on earth by Jesus Christ, your Son. 
 Amen. 
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Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
2 Kings 5:14-17 
Naaman is cleansed of his leprosy and chooses to serve the God of Israel. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 98:1,2-3,3-4 
Rejoice! The salvation of God is made known to all. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 2:8-13 
Those who remain faithful to Christ will share Christ's glory. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 17:11-19 
Jesus heals 10 lepers, and one, the Samaritan, returns to give thanks. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Today we hear about how Jesus, continuing on his journey to Jerusalem, heals 10 lepers. This 
story is a lesson about faith and reminds us that faith is sometimes found in unlikely places. Ten 
people afflicted with leprosy cry out to Jesus. Struck with pity, Jesus heals all 10. However, only 
one is described as glorifying God and returning to thank Jesus. The one who returns is a 
Samaritan, a foreigner. In the Jewish circles in which Jesus lived, Samaritans were looked down 
upon because of the differences between the two communities in their observance of Judaism. It 
is significant, therefore, that Jesus commends the Samaritan for his faith, which has been his 
salvation. Throughout Luke's Gospel, faith is found in surprising places.  
 
Another lesson for us in this Gospel has to do with salvation. All 10 of the lepers were given the 
gift of healing, but in his gratitude to God for this gift, the Samaritan found salvation. Our 
salvation is found in recognizing the gifts we have been given and knowing to whom we must 
offer our thanks. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2616: Prayer to Jesus is answered by him already during his ministry, through 

signs that anticipate the power of his death and Resurrection: Jesus hears 
the prayer of faith, expressed in words (the leper, Jairus, the Canaanite 
woman, the good thief) or in silence (the bearers of the paralytic, the 
woman with a hemorrhage who touches his clothes, the tears and ointment 
of the sinful woman). The urgent request of the blind men, "Have mercy on 
us, Son of David" or "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" has-been 
renewed in the traditional prayer to Jesus known as the Jesus Prayer: 
"Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner!" Healing 
infirmities or forgiving sins, Jesus always responds to a prayer offered in 
faith: "Your faith has made you well; go in peace." 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Children fluctuate between moments of deep, heartfelt gratitude and an attitude of entitlement. 
These fluctuations are normal. Among our tasks as catechists is to help foster the gift of 
gratitude, particularly gratitude to God for all of his goodness to us. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 A deck of playing cards with all of the picture cards and the cards numbered 6-10 
removed. Tape onto one of the picture cards a piece of paper with the words Thank 
You written on it. 
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Invite the children to sit in a circle. Deal all the cards face down, except the thank-you card. 
Keep that one concealed behind your back until later.  

2. Begin the game by turning over one of your cards and naming as many gifts God has given 
you as the number on the card (for example, parents, brothers, flowers in your back yard). 
An ace names the number 1. Allow each child a turn to play a card from his or her pile.  

3. After all the cards have been turned over, say: I have the most important card of all. 
Bring out the thank-you card from behind your back. For all the things represented by 
these other cards, we must always remember to say thank you to God.  

4. Read today's Gospel, Luke 17:11-19.  
5. Say: In the Gospel this week, Jesus gave a most precious gift to 10 people. He 

healed them of a terrible skin disease, and only one of them remembered to say 
thank you. God does not want us to be like the nine who forgot the gift Jesus gave 
them. By saying thank you to God, we show our love and respect for him.  

6. Lead the children in a thank-you prayer for God's goodness. 
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Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Exodus 17:8-13 
Joshua and the Israelites defeat Amalek with the help of God and his servant, Moses. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 121:1-2,3-4,5-6,7-8 
The Lord is the Guardian of Israel. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 3:14—4:2 
Paul exhorts Timothy to continue to preach the word Timothy received from his teachers. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 18:1-8 
Jesus urges his disciples to pray and not lose heart, for God hears and answers prayers. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
This is the first of two parables that Jesus tells in Luke 18 about prayer. (The second will be read 
at Mass next Sunday.) This first parable is a lesson in persistence in prayer. (Next Sunday's 
parable will address attitude in prayer.) While the parable seems to present prayer as nagging 
God for what we want, such a reading misses the point. God is not like the judge in the parable, 
worn down by requests and coerced to respond. The key is found in the description of the judge 
as corrupt and unjust. Since God can be neither, we must understand Jesus to be saying that if 
even an unjust judge responds to the persistence of the widow, how much more so will God 
listen to our prayers. God truly wants to hear our needs and respond generously. It is the final 
lament of Jesus that gets to the point of the parable. The lesson is about the persistence of the 
one who prays. God wants us to be like the persistent widow, staying in relationship with God, 
confident that God hears and answers prayers. Then Jesus laments, “Will such faith be found 
when the Son of Man comes?” In this lament, Jesus notes how easy it can be for us to lose 
heart. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2725: Prayer is both a gift of grace and a determined response on our part. It 

always presupposes effort. The great figures of prayer of the Old Covenant 
before Christ, as well as the Mother of God, the saints, and he himself, all 
teach us this: prayer is a battle. Against whom? Against ourselves and 
against the wiles of the tempter who does all he can to turn man away from 
prayer, away from union with God. We pray as we live, because we live as 
we pray. If we do not want to act habitually according to the Spirit of Christ, 
neither can we pray habitually in his name. The "spiritual battle" of the 
Christian's new life is inseparable from the battle of prayer. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Children of this age experience a variety of emotions. We can help them to validate their 
emotions (emotions are neither good nor bad) by teaching them that we can present any and all 
of our emotions to God in prayer. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 A small bucket and a ball  

 Simple facial expressions, such as happiness, fear, anger, surprise, or sadness, drawn 
on separate pieces of paper. (You might also choose to find magazine pictures of people 
showing these emotions.) 
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Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Say to the children: Today we will play a little game. Divide the class into two teams. Have 
them stand a set distance from the bucket. Say: The members of this team will each get 
one turn to try to get the ball into the bucket. The members of the other team will 
each get three turns to get the ball into the bucket.  

2. Keep score. Despite their objections—they'll be sure to have a few—continue to play the 
game, giving no explanation about the unfairness until the end.  

3. Then ask: Which team had a better chance of getting the ball into the bucket? Say: Of 
course, the team that got more turns did! The more we try at something, the better 
chance we will have of succeeding.  

4. Listen to this week's Gospel and see if you can find out why we played this game. 
Read the Gospel, Luke 18:1-8 and help them see that God wants us to continually pray to 
him. He wants us to tell him all of our feelings. God wants to hear our feelings and our 
needs so that he can respond generously.  

5. Then show the class the pictures you drew and discuss situations that might evoke such 
emotions. Remind the children that God is interested in all of our feelings because he loves 
us whether we're having a good day or a bad one.  

6. Conclude in prayer by lifting up a variety of needs that emerged, from having identified the 
emotions in Step 5. For example, hold up the sad face and ask if someone in the group 
knows someone who is feeling sad. Offer a prayer for the person who is sad. Do the same 
for each of the emotion pictures. Conclude your prayers by praying together the Lord's 
Prayer. 
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Sirach 35:12-14,16-18 
God hears the prayer of the poor. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 34:2-3,17-18,19, 23 
The Lord hears and answers the cry of the poor. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 
Paul perseveres in faith, confident that God will rescue him. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 18:9-14 
Jesus tells the parable of the proud Pharisee who prayed from his self-importance and the tax 
collector who prayed humbly. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
The second parable that Jesus tells in Luke 18 addresses attitude in prayer. In contrasting the 
prayer of the Pharisee with the prayer of the tax collector, Jesus teaches his disciples to pray in 
humility before God. Jesus again surprises his listeners by showing the tax collector as the 
example of faith, rather than the Pharisee. Remember that Pharisees were members of a sect of 
Judaism active in Jesus' time. They taught an oral interpretation of the Law of Moses as the 
basis for Jewish piety. If anyone would be a model for prayer, a Pharisee was a likely candidate. 
In contrast, Jesus offers the tax collector as a model for prayer. Tax collectors were collaborators 
with the Roman authorities in a system that allowed the tax collectors to line their own pockets by 
charging in excess of the defined taxes. Yet, in this parable, Jesus offers the humility of the tax 
collector as a model for the prayer of a disciple. The parable reminds us that when we pray, we 
must remember our need for God in our lives. If we are too full of ourselves, there is too little 
room for God's grace to work in us. 
 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 2559: "Prayer is the raising of one's mind and heart to God or the requesting of 

good things from God." But when we pray, do we speak from the height of 
our pride and will, or "out of the depths" of a humble and contrite heart? He 
who humbles himself will be exalted; humility is the foundation of prayer, 
Only when we humbly acknowledge that "we do not know how to pray as 
we ought," are we ready to receive freely the gift of prayer. "Man is a 
beggar before God." 

 
 

On 2 November, we celebrate the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls) and 
the first Sunday of November is All Saints.  Material and discussion should be 
incorporated into this session. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Children of this age continue to exist as the center of their own universe. This development from 
self to family, to local community, to wider world is a natural progression in human growth. 
Capable of being quite critical of others' faults, these same children may be less able to identify 
the same trait in themselves. We can help children to develop a healthy self-awareness by 
modeling and demonstrating humility before others and before God. 
 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/sirach/sirach35.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm34.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2timothy/2timothy4.htm#v6
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke18.htm#v9
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Materials Needed  
 

 Two small balloons 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Ask: What does it mean to brag? (Accept all reasonable answers.) Did you ever know 
someone who bragged all the time?  

2. Say: I knew a girl who told everyone she met that she was the smartest in her 
class. Inflate one of the balloons a little. You might say she was all puffed up. What 
other things do people brag about? After each child's answer, blow up the balloon a 
little more.  

3. What will happen if the bragging continues? (The balloon will burst.) We can be so 
filled up with ourselves that we're of no use to anyone else.  

4. Say: Look at this other balloon. It could be a beautiful decoration as long as we 
don't let it get too big. This is what Jesus teaches us in the Gospel this week. Read 
the Gospel, Luke 18:9-14.  

5. God rejected the man who thought that he was perfect because that man didn't 
think he needed God. He was all puffed up. Another man admitted he had done 
wrong things and asked God's forgiveness, and God was pleased with him. When 
we realize we need God, we let God's beauty into our lives.  

6. Close by praying together today's psalm (see above). 
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Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Wisdom 11:22—12:2 
God is merciful because all things were created by God. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 145:1-2,8-9,10-11,13,14 
Sing praise to God, who is faithful. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Thessalonians 1:11—2:2 
Paul tells the Thessalonians to remain faithful to Christ until Christ comes again. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 19:1-10 
Jesus stays at the house of Zacchaeus, the tax collector. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In Jesus' day, tax collectors were not popular people. They were collaborators with the Romans 
and were despised by many Jewish people. The tax system allowed them to charge more than 
what was required so that they could make a profit for themselves. Thus, they were considered 
sinners by their countrymen. Observers in the crowd that day grumble because Jesus dines with 
a sinner. Throughout Scripture, Jesus' choice of dinner companions set him apart from other 
observant Jews of his time. In first century Jewish culture, to dine together was to show a bond of 
fellowship and peace among those at the table. Observant Jews did not generally dine with 
foreigners and sinners. Yet, Jesus chooses to honor the tax collector, Zacchaeus, by staying at 
his house.  
 
Even before Jesus comes to his home, Zacchaeus shows himself to be someone in search of 
salvation. Zacchaeus, described as short in stature, climbs a tree in order to see Jesus. We know 
from Luke's description that Zacchaeus was no ordinary tax collector; he was, in fact, the chief 
tax collector and a person of some wealth. In his search for salvation, he humbled himself by 
making a spectacle of himself by climbing a tree.  
 
Jesus recognizes the faith of this tax collector exhibited in his search for salvation and calls him 
down from the tree. In the hospitality he extends to Jesus and in his conversion of heart, 
Zacchaeus is raised up by Jesus as a model of salvation. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 548: The signs worked by Jesus attest that the Father has sent him. They invite 

belief in him. To those who turn to him in faith, he grants what they ask. So 
miracles strengthen faith in the One who does his Father's works; they bear 
witness that he is the Son of God. But his miracles can also be occasions 
for "offence"; they are not intended to satisfy people's curiosity or desire 
for magic. Despite his evident miracles some people reject Jesus; he is 
even accused of acting by the power of demons. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Like Zacchaeus, children will often to go great lengths to get what they want. This trait of 
persistence sometimes needs to be directed toward appropriate ends. In Zacchaeus we find a 
model of persistent search for something of importance and a model of discipleship. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Two pieces of rope   
 A bag of small candies 

 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/wisdom/wisdom11.htm#v22
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm145.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2thessalonians/2thessalonians1.htm#v11
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke19.htm


Page | 85  

 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Place two lengths of rope on the floor close enough so that all are able to jump across 
them. Tell the class that whoever can jump across the two ropes will earn a piece of 
candy. Award the candy to all who are successful.  

2. Then widen the space between the ropes and promise two pieces of candy. Continue in 
this manner until only one child can successfully leap across both ropes.  

3. Then say: Your desire for candy made you try very hard, didn't it? The Gospel this 
week tells the story of a short man by the name of Zacchaeus who wanted so badly 
to see Jesus that he climbed to the top of a tree so the taller people would not 
block his view. Listen to what happened to the man. Read or tell the Gospel, Luke 
19:1-10, in your own words.  

4. Then say: When we decide we want to know Jesus, he gladly comes into our 
hearts. When Jesus is that close to us, we start to live as he would want us to—
just like Zacchaeus did.  

5. Conclude by singing "A Man Named Zacchaeus" found in Finding God, Grade 2. Or pray 
together the Morning Prayer or the Lord's Prayer. 
 

  

http://www.loyolapress.com/morning-prayer.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/lords-prayer-our-father.htm
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Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
2 Maccabees 7:1-2,9-14 
Jewish martyrs give witness to their faith, even unto death. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 17:1,5-6,8,15 
The just person will live in God's presence. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Thessalonians 2:16—3:5 
Paul encourages the Thessalonians and asks for their prayers. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 20:27-38 (short form Luke 20:27, 34-38) 
Jesus answers a question from some Sadducees about the resurrection of the dead. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In today's Gospel, we hear about an encounter between Jesus and some Sadducees. The 
Sadducees were a party of Judaism active in Jesus' time, descended from the priestly family of 
Zadok. They were literal interpreters of the written Law of Moses, which means that they were in 
disagreement with the position of the Pharisees, who offered an oral interpretation of the Law of 
Moses.  
 
The Sadducees are described in this Gospel as opponents to the belief in resurrection. In the 
dialogue presented here, we see an example of the means of disputation that was common in 
first century Judaism. The Sadducees use the example of Levirate marriage, found in the Law of 
Moses, to disprove belief in the resurrection. According to Deuteronomy 25:5-10, if a man died 
without producing an heir, the man's brother should marry his wife and the offspring of this union 
would inherit the property and carry on the name of the man who had died. The Sadducees use 
this as an example to challenge belief in the resurrection. 
 
Jesus argues from the same written Law of Moses to show that there is resurrection. Using the 
texts from the Book of Exodus (Chapter 3) that describe Moses' encounter with God in the 
burning bush, Jesus shows that God is the God of the living, not the dead. Here Jesus uses the 
same method and texts of the Sadducees to counter them. As the Gospel text suggests, he beat 
them at their own game! 
 
More importantly, in this discourse Jesus shows the limits of our imaginations when it comes to 
eternal life. The Sadducees argued against resurrection because of the limits of earthly 
existence. They did not imagine another possibility for existence and relationship with God. 
Jesus proposes that the possibilities of resurrected life are beyond our imaginations. Jesus' 
conclusion suggests something else as well: To spend time worrying about resurrected life is to 
miss the point. The point is eternal relationship with God is possible, for God is the God of the 
living, “. . . for to him all are alive.” 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1007: Death is the end of earthly life. Our lives are measured by time, in the 

course of which we change, grow old and, as with all living beings on earth, 
death seems like the normal end of life. That aspect of death lends urgency 
to our lives: remembering our mortality helps us realize that we have only a 
limited time in which to bring our lives to fulfillment: 

  
Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, . . . before the dust 
returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2maccabees/2maccabees7.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm17.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2thessalonians/2thessalonians2.htm#v16
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke20.htm#v27
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/deuteronomy/deuteronomy25.htm
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Making the Connection 
 
Young children may not have had much experience with death and dying. We can begin to 
introduce them to the mysteries of our faith, especially those concerning death and resurrection, 
by using experiences and things with which they are familiar. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Items made from wood (sheet of paper, a pencil, wooden toy, stick)  

 Picture of a tree 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Show the group items made from wood such as a sheet of paper, a pencil, a picture of or 
toy wooden table, a picture of or toy wooden canoe, a stick (firewood), or any other items 
you may have available. Then show them a tree or a picture of one.  

2. Ask: In order for a tree to live, what sort of things does it need? (water, soil, sunlight) 
When a tree is cut down and used as firewood or to make any of these items, does 
it still need water, soil, and sunlight? Emphasize the point with a series of questions 
with obvious answers. Use questions such as: Does this pencil need water and sunlight? 
What about this wood toy? Say: Once it is dead, it has a new purpose.  

3. Say: In the Gospel this week, Jesus tells us that after we die, we also will not need 
the same things we did when we were alive. Instead, we will have a new and 
different life with Christ.  

4. Read the short form of today's Gospel, Luke 20:27, 34-38. Discuss what things might be 
different after we die including those things mentioned in the Gospel—that we will not get 
married or die ever again.  

5. Ask the children how this makes them feel. There may be a number of responses, but try 
to emphasize the good news that even after we die, we will continue to have a 
relationship with God and that this will be wonderful and beyond our imaginations.  

6. Conclude in prayer together by praying today's Psalm or by praying for those who have 
died. 
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Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
Malachi 3:19-20 
The day of justice is coming, says the Lord. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 98:5-6,7-8,9 
Sing praise to God, who rules with justice. 
 
Second Reading 
2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
Paul urges the community to follow his example and to earn their keep. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 21:5-19 
Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem and warns his followers that 
persecution will come before the end time. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
In the context of Luke, today's Gospel appears near the end of Jesus' teaching in Jerusalem, just 
prior to the events that will lead to his crucifixion. His warnings and predictions are ominous but 
can be read in many ways. 
 
To those who first heard Luke's Gospel, those may have been words of encouragement. The 
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem by the Romans was history (70 A.D.); Luke's Gospel, 
Catholic scholars propose, was written between 80 and 90 A.D. His audience was probably 
Gentile Christians. Luke here tries to interpret the fall of Jerusalem for them and to locate it in 
God's plans for humankind (salvation history). At the same time, Luke is suggesting to his 
audience that there will be a considerable elapse of time before Jesus' final coming. Luke's 
listeners have likely seen much upheaval and are anxious to know if these are the signs of 
Jesus' coming. Luke is urging greater patience. 
 
In the second part of today's Gospel, Jesus warns that his followers will face persecution for their 
beliefs. Luke presents persecution as an opportunity for the followers of Jesus for “It will lead to 
your giving testimony” (Luke 21:13). In persecution God's wisdom and power will be shown in the 
example of followers of Jesus. Perseverance in the face of persecution will lead to their salvation. 
 
Here Jesus is assuring his followers that God is present to all believers, even in times of trouble. 
Ultimately, Jesus will witness to this with his own death. As disciples of Jesus, we try to follow his 
example, trusting in God's mercy and protection, even when we are facing difficulties. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 1040:  The Last Judgment will come when Christ returns in glory. Only the Father 

knows the day and the hour; only he determines the moment of its coming. 
Then through his Son Jesus Christ he will pronounce the final word on all 
history. We shall know the ultimate meaning of the whole work of creation 
and of the entire economy of salvation and understand the marvelous ways 
by which his Providence led everything towards its final end. The Last 
Judgment will reveal that God's justice triumphs over all the injustices 
committed by his creatures and that God's love is stronger than death. 

 
Making the Connection 
 
Young children are still learning to interpret the good and bad things that happen in the world and 
are developing appropriate responses to this reality. One of the things we can teach them is 
about how God can work with us and through us to bring good results from bad or difficult 
situations. 
 
  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/malachi/malachi3.htm#v19
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm98.htm
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Materials Needed  
 

 Four sets of “cause and effect” cards showing good things that can come from bad or 
difficult situations (a flat tire/someone helping to fix it; a moving van/letter addressed to 
someone; a severe storm/people helping each other; a broken arm in a cast/a nurse or a 
doctor) 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Before your session, prepare four sets of “cause and effect” cards. Examples of the 
cause cards and their matching effect cards might be a flat tire matched with someone 
helping to fix it; a moving van matched with a letter addressed to someone; a tornado 
matched with people helping each other; a broken arm in a cast matched with a nurse or 
doctor.  

2. Have the group sit in a semicircle on the floor to play the good thing/bad thing game. Set 
out the cause cards in a row—flat tire, moving van, tornado, and broken arm. Brainstorm 
with the children what opportunities for good might result from them and place each 
effect card next to its corresponding cause card.  

3. Then say: No matter how bad things are, God can bring good things from bad. 
Read today's Gospel, Luke 21:5-19.  

4. Say: In the Gospel this week, Jesus told about many bad things that will occur, 
such as wars and earthquakes. While the bad things are happening, it may be hard 
for us to continue to trust God. But he promised to give us the strength to 
continue to believe—no matter what happens. He also promised that the good that 
will come from this belief will be life with God in heaven someday for those who 
stay faithful to him.  

5. Say: This week, let's practice using the talents God has given us to turn some bad 
situations into good ones. [Use examples, such as singing a song to a crying baby 
brother to make him feel better. Brainstorm with the children.]  

6. Conclude by praying together the Lord's Prayer, or by praying prayers of petition for bad 
or difficult situations in which God's help is needed. Or invite the children to draw a 
picture of how they will use their talents to turn a bad or difficult situation into a good one 
and place these on the prayer table as a sign of commitment to doing these actions. 
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The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King (Thirty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time), 
Cycle C 
 
First Reading 
2 Samuel 5:1-3 
David is anointed king. 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 122:1-2,3-4,4-5 
Enter the house of the Lord rejoicing. 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians 1:12-20 
Hymn to Jesus as the first-born of all creation. 
 
Gospel 
Luke 23:35-43 
Jesus is crucified under the title King of the Jews. 
 
Background on the Gospel 
 
Today as a Church, we conclude our liturgical year and celebrate the Feast of Christ the King. 
The Gospel we proclaim shows the great mystery of our faith: In the moment of his crucifixion, 
Jesus is shown to be King and Savior of all. 
 
Luke's Gospel has been loaded with surprises: the poor are rich, sinners find salvation, the 
Kingdom of God is found in our midst. Here we see the greatest surprise of all. We are 
confronted with the crucified Jesus, whom faith tells us is King and Savior of all. The irony is that 
the inscription placed on the cross, perhaps in mockery, contains the profoundest of truth. As the 
leaders jeer, the thief crucified by his side recognizes Jesus as Messiah and King, and finds 
salvation. 
 
Jesus is King, but not the kind of king we might have imagined or expected. His kingship was 
hidden from many of his contemporaries, but those who had the eyes of faith were able to see. 
As modern disciples of Jesus, we, too, struggle at times to recognize Jesus as King. Today's 
Gospel invites us to make our own judgment. With eyes of faith, we, too, recognize that Jesus, 
the crucified One, is indeed King and Savior of all. 

Doctrinal Content: 
 
CCC 786:  Finally, the People of God shares in the royal office of Christ. He exercises 

his kingship by drawing all men to himself through his death and 
Resurrection. Christ, King and Lord of the universe, made himself the 
servant of all, for he came "not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many." For the Christian, "to reign is to serve him," 
particularly when serving "the poor and the suffering, in whom the Church 
recognizes the image of her poor and suffering founder." The People of 
God fulfils its royal dignity by a life in keeping with its vocation to serve 
with Christ.  

 
The sign of the cross makes kings of all those reborn in Christ and the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit consecrates them as priests, so that, apart from 
the particular service of our ministry, all spiritual and rational Christians are 
recognized as members of this royal race and sharers in Christ's priestly 
office. What, indeed, is as royal for a soul as to govern the body in 
obedience to God? And what is as priestly as to dedicate a pure conscience 
to the Lord and to offer the spotless offerings of devotion on the altar of the 
heart? 
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Making the Connection 
 
One of the great mysteries of our faith is that in his crucifixion, Jesus is revealed as King and 
Savior of all. Today we are all invited to acknowledge Christ as our King and to model our lives 
accordingly. 
 
Materials Needed  
 

 Three signs as follows: “Do Not Enter,” “Emergency Exit,” and “INRI” 
 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings  
 

1. Make three signs and bring them to the session: “Do Not Enter,” “Emergency Exit,” and 
“INRI.”  

2. Ask the group: Do you believe the signs you see? [Hold up the Do-Not-Enter sign.] If 
you saw this sign along a road, would you go forward anyway? Some people 
might. [Discuss some consequences that might result. Do the same for the Emergency-
Exit sign.] 

3. Hold up the INRI sign. Say: When Jesus was crucified on the cross, the soldiers 
hung a sign like this on his cross, which means “The King of the Jews.” They did 
not believe the sign—they were making fun of Jesus. Yet, some people understood 
that Jesus was not an earthly king, but instead his Kingdom was found in heaven.  

4. Say: Listen to the Gospel to see if you can figure out what will happen to those 
who believe the sign on Jesus' cross. Read the Gospel, Luke 23:35-43.  

5. Ask: Who in the Gospel reading believed the sign that was on Jesus' cross? (the 
thief) What did Jesus say would happen to him? (He would be with Jesus in 
paradise.)  

6. Invite the group to answer the question posed above: What will happen to those who 
believe the sign on Jesus' cross? (They will be with Jesus someday in heaven.) 

7. Conclude by praying together that we will always believe that Jesus is King, and that we 
will follow him in all that we say and do. Sing together, “Jesus, Jesus,” or pray together 
the Lord's Prayer. 
 


