
29TH SUN IN ORD TIME A  
THEME: GOD ALONE IS GOD 

 

 

Welcome and opening prayer:  Welcome back after the holiday and general chat. 

Reminder: We are still in ordinary time and we are reading from the gospel of Matthew.  

The liturgical colour is …… (green) 

 

Discuss the word: ‘Allegiance”. Ask what it means (being committed to a group, a relationship, a brand 

name or label…) and who they feel they owe allegiance to (family, sports club, country….).   

How does this allegiance make you feel? (eg we like to belong, it gives meaning to our lives…)  

In what ways can owing allegiance to someone or something be bad?  (eg we can ignore others, we can 

ignore God….) 

 

In the gospel reading for today,  

Jesus has something to say about allegiance. 

 

Scripture reading and discussion: 

Read the gospel passage. GOSPEL: Mt 22:15-21 
 

Explain: The Pharisees in Sunday’s Gospel want to trap Jesus into taking sides on the controversial 

question of paying Roman taxes.  The Pharisees believe in strictly keeping the Law of Moses as a means of 

preserving Jewish identity in the midst of foreign rule, so they oppose paying Roman taxes.  To question 

Jesus, they bring with them members of Herod’s party, who support paying the taxes. (from Visions, Pflaum 

Publishers, pg 12) 

 

Ask: How did Jesus answer?  (Asked for a coin, asked them to identify  

whose head was on the coin and said,  

Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and …….) 

What did he mean by this? (We have to obey both civil and religious laws) 
 

Points for discussion: 

• What are our moral obligations towards the state? (eg to pay taxes, to vote….the state has laws 

that help us to live together so we should obey them. Taxes are a way that we all contribute to the 

“common good”.  If we pay our taxes, we help to build schools, hospitals, roads, etc so we can live 

good lives. In this way, we help to build God’s kingdom here in earth.) 

 

• What are the ways in which we can contribute to the state and the common good? (no littering, 

keep environment clean, obey traffic signs, help out at old age home/children’s home….) 

 

• Is it ever okay to disobey the laws of a country? (Yes, when the laws are unjust and contradict 

God’s law, eg apartheid was unjust and many people opposed it. Our main allegiance is always to 

God. Remember the first commandment: I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other god before 

me)  

Aspect  Purpose of this session 

Profession of faith (what we believe) God alone is God 

Scripture First and third commandments 

Church and the sacraments (how we 
worship) 

Sunday is God’s day 

Christian living and morality (how we 
live) 

Our civic responsibilities  

GOSPEL GOSPEL: Mt 22:15-21 Give to Caesar what belongs 

to Caesar and to God what belongs to God 

Prayer/worship (how we pray)  
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• What are things we can do to always put God first (Sunday Mass, prayer and bible reading, do the 

right thing even if everyone else is doing something else….) 

 

Activity:  Giving good answers.  

In today’s gospel Jesus gave a good answer.  

In pairs/small groups, work out good answers to the following: 

 

• The store makes lots of money so they won’t miss it if I just take a couple of small things without 

paying. 

• No body gets hurt if I cheat in a test, so how can it be wrong? 

• Its fine to spend more than 3 hours per day playing computer games, isn’t it? 

• Watching soapies on TV isn’t going to hurt anybody. 

• Its my body so I can do what I like (smoke/drink/take drugs/get a tattoo/eat unhealthy foods) 

 

 

Closing prayer: Own choice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


