
The Presentation of the Lord  
Sunday, February 2, 2020 
Readings & Background 

 
First Reading 
Malachi 3:1–4 

The Lord you seek will come to the temple.  
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 24:7,8,9,10 
The Lord is the king of glory. 

Second Reading 
Hebrews 2:14–18 

Jesus became like us in order to save us. 
Gospel Reading 

Luke 2:22–40 (Shorter Form: Luke 2:22–32) 
Simeon recognizes the infant Jesus as the promised Messiah. 

 
Background on the Gospel 
 
As the Presentation of the Lord is a special FEAST it replaces the 4th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time when it falls on a Sunday. 
 
 
Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the 
temple.  
 
The Presentation, which is celebrated 40 days after Christmas, is not mentioned in 
the other Gospels. Only Luke tells the story, most likely because he writes for 
Gentile Christians who are not familiar with the Jewish rite of presentation and 
purification. In addition, the intent of Luke’s Gospel is to show that God’s promise 
to Israel, fulfilled in Jesus, extends to Gentiles. 
 
Luke recognizes Joseph and Mary as faithful Jews who bring Jesus to the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Here they present their firstborn son to the Lord. Jesus is 
thus consecrated as required by the Law of Moses. Present in the temple at this 
time are Simeon and Anna. Both are awaiting the restoration of God’s rule in Israel. 
 
Simeon had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would see Christ the Lord, 
the Messiah, before he died. The holy man immediately recognized the infant 
Jesus as the promised Saviour, a “light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for 
your people Israel.”  
 
Anna also recognized Jesus as the fulfillment of the promise of redemption and 
spoke about him to all. 
 
 
 
  YouTube video link to the gospel of the Presentation of the Lord 
:https://youtu.be/xFjF6QorsDA 

 
 

The presentation of the Lord at the temple is both the first sorrow of the 7 sorrows of Mary, 
and also the 4th joyful mystery of the rosary! How can it be both joyful and sorrowful? The 
answer lies in the story. 

 
 
  



Presentation of the Lord 
Sunday, February 2, 2020 

Making the Connection (Family Connection) 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 2:22–40 (Shorter Form: Luke 2:22–32)  

Simeon recognizes the infant Jesus as the promised Messiah. 

 
 
Family Connection 
Today we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. Discuss with the family 
the persons of Simeon and Anna as they meet Jesus. (Luke 2: 25–40) 
  
Because Simeon and Anna lived lives of prayer and fasting in the Temple, they 
were filled with the Spirit of God. That is why they were able to identify Jesus as the 
Saviour even though Jesus was only a baby. To these two-holy people, he was 
recognizable as the Redeemer who had been promised. Simeon described Jesus as 
“a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” 
 
We too are called to recognize Jesus as Lord.  
 
Together as a family discuss ways to recognize Jesus as Lord by praying and 
attending Mass, fasting, and serving others.  
 
As a family, decide on one specific sacrifice you can make in order to alleviate the 
suffering or need of someone you know. 
 
 


