
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Email: Umbilo@aod.org.za    Website: www.assumptiondurban.org  

 

Kindly note that the Parish office is still closed until further notice.  

You may however call the Parish number in the case of an emergency.  

 

Sunday – 17th May 2020 - 6th Sunday of Easter – Year A  
Sunday Missal Page 263/ Weekday Missal Page 536 

 

The six Sunday of Easter: The book of the Acts of the Apostles states that after a first 

violent persecution, the Christian community of Jerusalem, except for the Apostles, spread to 

the surrounding areas.  Philip, one of the deacons, arrived in a city of Samaria.  There he 

preached the Risen Christ, and his proclamation was supported by numerous healings, so that 

the outcome of the episode was very positive: “there was much joy in that city” (Ac 8:8).  We 

are repeatedly impressed in a profound way by this expression, which in essence 

communicates a sense of hope, as if saying: It is possible! It is possible for humanity to know 

true joy, because wherever the Gospel comes, life flourishes, just as arid ground, irrigated by 

rain, immediately turns back to green.  (Pope Benedict XVI) 

Theme of the Sunday: The promise of the Spirit.  The main theme of today’s reading is 

Jesus’ promise to send the Paraclete, the Spirit of truth.  The Spirit’s coming will be celebrated 

on the feast of Pentecost.  Today’s gospel spells out how we should prepare to receive the 

Spirit.  The second reading is a practical application of this teaching in the lives of persecuted 

Christians who know that the Paraclete will always be with them.  The first reading shows the 

apostles calling down the Spirit in the imposition of hands. 
 

 

 

                 May is the month of Our Lady 
Prayers to Our Lady from Pope Francis 

O Mary, You shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation 

and hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the 

foot of the cross, were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in 

your faith.  “Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, 

and we know that you will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy 

and celebration may return after this time of trial.  

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the Father and to 

do what Jesus tells us. For he took upon himself our suffering, and burdened himself 

with our sorrows to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; Do not despise our petitions in our 

necessities, but deliver us always from every danger, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.            
 

 

See Parish Website for Letter from His Holiness Pope Francis  

to the Faithful for the Month of May 2020 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Please send through your Mass intention requests   

Email:  umbilo@aod.org.za or whatsapp message 0834271628  
 

Saturday 16 May Oblates Intentions – Cheryllynn  
Sunday 17 May  Intentions of the Parish 

Cindy Birthday Blessings  - Lynda 
Weekday Masses  
Monday  18 May Alf and Maisie Barth RIP – Joan and Monica 
Tuesday  19 May  
Wednesday  20 May  
Thursday  21 May The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 
Friday  22 May Fr Zibonele’s intentions 
Saturday 23 May  
Sunday 24 May Raynold Mdladla and Ntokozo Ngcobo RIP - Lawrencia 

 

Please note that, the celebration of the SOLEMNITY of 

the ASCENSION of OUR LORD will be on THURSDAY 

21st MAY.  On Sunday, 24 May, we will celebrate the 7th 

Sunday of Easter, Cycle A.  Please note that this change is for 

THIS YEAR ONLY due to the fact that we are under Level 4 of 

the National Lockdown. (See page 2 for Readings) 

 

CARDINALS CORNER:  Please see the Parish website for 

Cardinal Napier’s Blog and join him for LIVE MASS at 7am on 

Sunday mornings on https://aodlive.org.za/  
 

 Thank you to all who continue to make offerings to the Parish 

during this painful period of the church closure.  If you are able to 

make a contribution to the ongoing upkeep of our parish, please 

ensure when doing an EFT or deposit, to endorse your name and 

what it is for, as well as when booking mass intentions. Father continues to say 

mass daily for the parish and your intentions. Banking details: First National 

Bank, Durban Main Branch; Account Name: Assumption Catholic Parish / or 

Archdiocese of Durban; Account Number: 50844493995 Branch Code: 221426. 

DEDICATION DEBIT ORDERS for April. Please note that due to a technical 

glitch we were unable to process some of the debit orders in April. We ask those 

parishioners whose dedications did not go through to kindly deposit via EFT.  
  

PARISH CENSUS FORMS: it appears that many Parishioners 

have not yet returned their census forms.  Kindly go to the website 

and either download a hard copy of the form and return to us via 

email or complete the online digital form. Thank you. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

We the Assumption Parish, are a Community of Faith with a Vision 

to build Our Parish into a Vibrant “Community of Communities”  

Serving Humanity and in doing so, enable each parishioner  

to enrich his or her Spiritual Life in Communion with Christ. 

mailto:Umbilo@aod.org.za
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     Kids’ Corner 
Check out the Catechism sessions and Family Connection on the Parish website 

under the tab FORMATION/ Catechist Resources and Family Connection. 
 

Solemnity of the ASCENSION of Our Lord  
Thursday 21st May - Forty days after Easter Sunday is 

the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord celebrating 

Christ’s ascension into heaven.  See website for kids 

Bulletin.  Animated Bible Stories. Jesus Returns To Heaven - 

The Ascension https://youtu.be/7wLrw60bY5w  
 

Get Ready for PENTECOST 
Pentecost is coming – 31st May 2020.  Calling all kids, 

young and old, to colour in the Pentecost Coloring Page 

that you can find on the website.  Send your completed 

pictures to us via email or take a photo and send via 

whatsapp - with your name and grade and we will post 

them on our website…  
 
 

SOLEMNITY of the ASCENSION of OUR LORD, Cycle A 
What does the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord mean for us? 
It does not mean that the Lord has departed to someplace 

far from people and from the world.  Christ’s Ascension is 

not a journey into space toward the most remote stars; for 

basically, the planets, like the earth, are also made of 

physical elements. Christ’s Ascension means that he no 

longer belongs to the world of corruption and death that 

conditions our life. It means that he belongs entirely to God. 

He, the Eternal Son, led our human existence into God’s 

presence, taking with him flesh and blood in a transfigured 

form.  The human being finds room in God; through Christ, the human being 

was introduced into the very life of God.  And since God embraces and 

sustains the entire cosmos, the Ascension of the Lord means that Christ has not 

departed from us, but that he is now, thanks to his being with the Father, close 

to each one of us for ever.  Each one of us can be on intimate terms with him; 

each can call upon him.  The Lord is always within hearing.  We can inwardly 

draw away from him.  We can live turning our backs on him.  But he always 

waits for us and is always close to us.  (Pope Benedict XVI) 

 

SOLEMNITY of the ASCENSION of OUR LORD, Cycle A 
THURSDAY 21st MAY 2020 

Sunday Missal Page 268/ Weekday Missal Page 558 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at 

the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven 

will return as you saw him go, Alleluia. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 47 

RESPONSE:  God has gone up with shouts of joy.  

The Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
 

1.   All peoples, clap your hands. 

  Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

  For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, 

   the great king over all the earth. ℟ 
 

2.   God goes up with shouts of joy. 

The Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

Sing praise for God; sing praise! 

Sing praise to our king; sing praise! ℟ 
 

3.  God is king of all the earth. 

Sing praise with all your skill. 

God reigns over the nations. 

God sits upon his holy throne. ℟ 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:17-23. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

Alleluia, alleluia. Go and make disciples of all nations, says the 

Lord; I am with you always, to the close of the age. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 

Behold, I am with you always, even until the end of the age, 

Alleluia. 
 

Please join our Parish Facebook Group Assumption Parish Umbilo 

and log onto website: assumptiondurban.org in order to keep up to 

date with any Parish announcements. 

https://youtu.be/7wLrw60bY5w

