Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
Readings & Background

First Reading Ezekiel 37:12-14 B!
God will open the graves and restore the people of Israel. &\ fairs
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 130:1-8
With the Lord is forgiveness and mercy.
Second Reading Romans 8:8-11
The Spirit of God dwells in you.
Gospel Reading John 11:1-45
(shorter version John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33b-45)
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.

Background on the Gospel Reading
Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken from the Gospel according to
John. The reading from John continues the break from Cycle A's focus on the Gospel of Matthew.

Today's Gospel reading recounts another sign, or miracle, found in John's Gospel, the raising of
Lazarus.

As our catechumens move closer to the celebration of their Baptisms at the Triduum, today's reading
invites us to reflect upon what it means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the life.

The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish leaders' growing animosity toward
Jesus. Jesus has been in Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the Dedication, which we have
come to know as Hanukkah. The people have been pressing him to declare plainly whether he is
the Messiah. Jesus tells them to look to his works, which testify to his coming from God. Many do not
believe Jesus, however, and some try to stone him for blasphemy.

Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus,
send word to Jesus that his friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus, but he delays his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama
and shows Jesus' obedience to God, who is to be glorified through Lazarus's
resurrection. When Jesus finally declares that he will journey to Bethany,
his disciples fear for his life. Thomas declares that he and the other
disciples should prepare to die with Jesus.

The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and saying that if
Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains confident that God will do
whatever Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that there will be a resurrection of the dead in the last
days. Then Martha's sister, Mary, comes to Jesus with the same confidence, saying that Jesus
could have cured Lazarus.

Jesus asks to be brought to Lazarus's tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out from the tomb. At
this sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word of the miracle to the Jewish authorities,
who begin their plans for Jesus' death.

Set against the backdrop of Jesus' impending death, many elements of the
raising of Lazarus foreshadow the good news of Jesus' own Resurrection.
Jesus, facing the conflict with the Jewish authorities, acts in complete obedience
to God. In raising Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death so that when
Jesus dies, those who believe in him might remember that and take hope.
Just as Jesus calls for the stone to be rolled away from Lazarus's tomb, so too will
the disciples find the stone rolled away from Jesus' tomb.

—— With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, the Gospel today
calls us to reflect on Baptism as a dying and rising with Jesus. In Baptism we die to sin's power
over us, rising as children of God. In Baptism we join ourselves with Christ, who conquered
death once and for all so that we who believe in him may have eternal life. With Martha and
Mary, we are called to profess our belief that Jesus is indeed the Resurrection and the life.



Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3)
Gospel Reading - John 11:1-45
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.

When Jesus heard that Lazarus had died, he went to the home of Lazarus' sisters, Martha and Mary.
There Jesus promised life after death for all who have faith in him. As a sign of that promise,
Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. We are called to be like Martha and Mary, confident in Jesus'
promise of eternal life.

Materials Needed
e Small rubber ball
e Sheet of newspaper
e Tape

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings
1. Before class, tape a small rubber ball to the corner of a sheet of newspaper. Being careful not
to reveal the ball to the children, show them the newspaper and then quickly scrunch the paper
with your hands to form a ball with the rubber ball inside.

2. Do you think this newspaper ball will bounce?
Ask for a volunteer to toss the ball on the floor or on a desktop.
Say: I never knew paper could bounce, did you?
There must be something more to this paper ball. [Have the volunteer open it to reveal
the rubber ball.]
Oh, | see, at the core of the newspaper ball is a rubber ball and that's what made it
bounce.
Sometimes things happen that surprise us. In the Gospel this week, Jesus brings back
to life a man who had died. Jesus performs the miracle so that everyone who heard
about it could believe that he was sent from God. Jesus also says that if we have faith in
God, we will never die.

3. Tellin your own words or read the story of the raising of Lazarus
(John 11:1-45) to the children.

4. Say: God gave Jesus the power to give us all life forever.

5. Pray together that we will always believe in Jesus' promise of
eternal life.

Then pray together: “Jesus, we believe that you are the
Resurrection and the life.”




Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5, and 6)
Gospel Reading - John 11:1-45
- Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.

Making the Connection

In Jesus' conversation with Martha, Martha tells him that she believes in resurrection. Her response
shows great faith, affirming her belief in eternal life and Jesus' connection to this promised salvation.
We too make this profession of faith every Sunday when we pray the Nicene Creed.

Materials Needed

Copies of the Nicene Creed (one for each child)
Highlighters

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings

1.

Distribute a copy of the Nicene Creed to each child. Invite volunteers to read aloud different
parts of the Creed. Ask: Is this prayer familiar to you? When have you heard this prayer
prayed? (at Mass) Say: This prayer is called the Nicene Creed. We pray it at each
Sunday Mass. It's a summary of what we believe as Christians. When we pray the Creed
with the Church community, we are affirming our commitment to the beliefs stated in it.

Distribute the highlighters. Instruct the children to highlight the parts of the Creed that present
what we believe about Jesus' own death and what happens after death. Help the group identify
the following phrases: “He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end,” “I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come,” and “For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate . . .”

Say: In today's Gospel, we will hear what Jesus taught about Resurrection, and we will
hear about when Jesus raised his friend Lazarus from the dead.

Invite several volunteers to read today's Gospel, John 11:1-45.

Ask: What belief did you hear about in today’'s Gospel that is also found in the Nicene
Creed? (Resurrection) What do you think it means to say that Jesus is the Resurrection
and the life? (Accept all reasonable answers.)

Say: When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, he showed his power over death. We
believe that by Jesus' death and Resurrection, he conquered death and won eternal life
for us. Our faith tells us that those who are like Martha and Mary—people who believe
that Jesus is the Resurrection and the life—will find eternal life.

Pray together that we will share Martha and Mary's faith that Jesus is the Resurrection and the
life. Conclude by praying together the Nicene Creed. See last page




Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
Making the Connection (Grades 7, 8 and 9)
Gospel Reading John 11:1-45
(shorter version John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33b-45)
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.

Young people can be skeptical and no doubt relate to the notion of someone being raised from the
dead as something that is “too good to be true.” This Sunday's Gospel tells us that Jesus does indeed
have power over death.

Materials Needed

None

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings

1.

Describe how tabloid newspapers have headlines that proclaim something that is too good to
be true, such as “Doctors Discover Immortality Pill” or “New Diet Reduces Weight by
Breathing.”

Arrange the young people in pairs. Encourage them to come up with several examples of
tabloid headlines that sound too good to be true.

Invite volunteers to share their examples.

Explain that in this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus performs a miracle that seems too good to be true.
Invite several volunteers to read today's Gospel, John 11:1-45.

Ask: What is it that happened in this Sunday's Gospel that seems too good to be true?
(Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.) How did people react to this miracle? (Many people

began to believe in him.)

Explain that this Gospel invites us to believe more deeply in Jesus, who truly has power over
death.

Say: When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, he showed his power over death. We
believe that by Jesus' death and Resurrection, he conquered death and won eternal life
for us. Our faith tells us that those who are like Martha and Mary—people who believe
that Jesus is the Resurrection and the life—will find eternal life.

Pray together that we will share Martha and Mary's faith that Jesus is the Resurrection and the
life.

Conclude by praying together the Nicene Creed.



Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
Family Connection

Gospel Reading John 11:1-45 (shorter version John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33b-45)
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.

Family Connection
Jesus' promise of eternal life is a central element of our Catholic faith.

Even though Easter is still two weeks away, our Gospel today invites us to acknowledge Jesus' power
over death, evidenced in the raising of Lazarus, and to anticipate Jesus' conquering of death once and
for all in his death and Resurrection.

We sometimes use examples from nature to help describe this mystery of our faith. Jesus himself
talked about the seed that dies when planted in the ground in order to produce new life (John 12:24).

Using that image and others, we find hope and confidence in Jesus, the Resurrection and the life.

Gather your family today and read today's Gospel in its shorter form, John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33b-45.

Write Jesus' promise from today's Gospel (“I am the resurrection and the life.”) on a large sheet of
white paper.

As your family talks about what Jesus means by this promise, decorate Jesus' words with symbols
that will remind you of his promise of eternal life.

Display this reminder of Jesus' promise in a prominent place in your home and keep it there until
Easter.

Pray that you will always remain confident in Jesus' promise of eternal life.

Conclude by praying together the Apostles' Creed or the Nicene Creed.
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Advanced ¢ The Profession of Faith — CCC 185-97, 249-60, 285, 366, 464-78, 500-7, 2087-89 w

We Believe the Nicene Creed

What We Believe

a.

b.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, one in Being

with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

;
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he was born of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered, died, and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in fulfillment of the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the

Father.
He will come again in glory to judge

the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the
Son.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Other Beliefs
1. The Messiah, the one anointed by God

to save us from sin and death, has not
yet come. (Judaism)

2. The world was not created by God but
has always existed as matter.
(Materialism)

3. Jesus is not one with or equal to God
the Father. (Arianism, fourth century;
also Mormonism, Jehovah’s
Witnesses)

4. Sins are not forgiven, but are made up
for by our suffering. (Hinduism)

5. Jesus was merely a prophet, as were
Moses, Mohammed, and others.
(Islam)

6. There are many gods. (Shintoism)

7. Christ did not and could not suffer.
(Transcendental Meditation)

8. After death a person is reincarnated,
that is, his soul inhabits another body.
(Hinduism, New Age)

9. Everything is God. (Pantheism, New
Age)

____10. Jesus did not have a human nature,

only a divine nature in a human body.
(Gnosticism)

11. Jesus did not rise from the dead. His
disciples merely “kept him alive” by
passing on his teachings. (Some
modern biblical criticism)

12. Salvation from sin results from
seeking an inner peace called
Nirvana. (Buddhism)
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