
Fourth Sunday of Lent, Cycle B  
Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2, and 3) 

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON 
 

  Purpose of this session 

Profession of faith – mystery of God God so loved the world that He gave is only Son 

Scripture  :                 First Reading    
 
                         Responsorial Psalm     
                             
                                Second Reading    

2 Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23    The causes for the 
Israelites' captivity in Babylon are described. 
Psalm 137:1-2,3,4-5,6   A lament from exile for the loss 
of Jerusalem 
Ephesians 2:4-10   In grace we have been saved, so 
that we may do the work of the Lord. 

Gospel Reading: John 3: 14-21 Jesus tells Nicodemus that the 
Son of Man will be raised up so that those who believe 
in him will have eternal life. 

Sacraments/liturgy Understanding the liturgical year 

Prayer/worship Act of Contrition 

 
Even if their consciences are not yet fully developed, young children do experience guilt and remorse 
for their misdeeds. The remedy for these feelings is our faith in God's infinite mercy and forgiveness, 
shown to us in the death and Resurrection of Jesus. 
Materials Needed 
• Two identical 11-inch paper dolls 
• One cut out of notebook paper and one cut out of cardboard 
• A marker 
  

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
Cut out two identical 11-inch paper dolls, one from notebook paper and 
one from cardboard.   Show them to the children.  
 

When God made people, he made them to care for one another so that the world would be 
filled with love. But every day people do unkind things to one another. 
 

Discuss with the children some ways in which people are unloving.  
Write them on the notebook-paper doll. After writing each item, crumple a corner of the paper doll.  
 

Then say: When we choose to act in unloving ways, we sin. Sin is pretty messy, isn't it? Show 
the crumpled doll.  
Say: Now some people might see this doll and say it is time to throw it away. Toss the doll into 
the garbage can and then say: Not Jesus! Take the paper doll out of the garbage can, smooth 
it out, and glue the cardboard doll to the written side of the notebook-paper doll. 
 
Say: The Gospel this week tells us that Jesus came to rescue us from the mess we were in. 

Let's listen to this important Gospel reading.  Read aloud today's Gospel : John 3:14-21. 
 
In today's Gospel, we learn that Jesus made up for all our sins by dying on the cross.  
It wasn't fair that he should die for sins he didn't commit, but he wanted us to be able to start 
over.  
Show the paper doll. Say: And after he died, he gave us the Holy Spirit so that we could be 
strong enough to say no to sin. The Gospel says that if we believe all that Jesus did for us, we 
will someday live with him in heaven. Draw a halo and a smiling face on the paper doll. 
 
Conclude in prayer together thanking God for forgiving our sins. Pray together the  
 Act of Contrition. 

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, 
to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 

http://www.loyolapress.com/act-of-contrition.htm

